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Media Release

City of North Charleston, CCSD Joint Commission Makes Early Recommendations to Mayor Burgess and Superintendent Huggins
North Charleston, SC – The Joint Commission recently met with City of North Charleston Mayor Reggie Burgess and Charleston County School District (CCSD) Superintendent Anita Huggins to share early recommendations from their months of collaboration. After the meeting with the Mayor and Superintendent, North Charleston High School Principal Henry Darby, Chair of the Commission, led meaningful discussions with North Charleston school principals alongside R.B. Stall High School Principal, Steve Larson, and North Charleston Elementary School Principal, Melissa Brubaker; both are members of the Commission. The ideas of the Commission and of the principals combine in a clear and compelling call to action for the North Charleston community: true change for children will require everyone in the community to play an active role.
Early recommendations from the Commission include:
· Expand Access to Career and Technical Education (CTE)
· Enhance Access to Community Centers in North Charleston Literacy program and tutoring
· Collaborate on Joint Land Purchases for Academic, Athletic, and Recreational Use
· Launch a Comprehensive Community Involvement Campaign All hands-on deck approach to include truancy, gun violence, substance abuse
Principals have also identified practical, high-impact strategies that will positively impact student achievement which will be discussed by the Commission:
· Decrease chronic absenteeism by addressing the root causes and ensuring students are consistently present in school.
· Reduce homelessness to give students and their families the stability they need to succeed academically.
· Engage students in Career and Technical Education (CTE) in a continuum of cohesive offerings from elementary school to twelfth grade.
· Recruit and retain highly qualified teachers, including bilingual staff, to meet the needs of our diverse student body.
· Expand early childhood education opportunities for North Charleston families and employees' children who serve in North Charleston.
· Create safe after-school spaces that promote academic enrichment and athletic engagement.
· Provide focused professional development for teachers of multilingual learners to better serve these students.
Every family, every business, and every community member has a part to play in realizing the dream for all students to leave CCSD college/career-ready.
Members of the Joint Commission are:
· Melissa Brubaker, Principal, North Charleston Elementary School
· Henry E. Darby, Principal, North Charleston High School
· Robert Fludd, Programs Director, City of North Charleston Recreation Department
· Stephen Larson, Executive Principal, R.B. Stall High School
· Dr. Kathi Love, Children and Family Services Coordinate, City of North Charleston
Sherrika Myers, Executive Director, Every 1 Voice Matters
· Claudia Newbern, Assistant Principal, CCSD Newcomer Center
· Cindy Plutro, MUSC STAR Program
· Rev. Thomas Ravenell, Chairman, Combined Intervention
Elvin Speights, Community Advocate
· Trevor Strawderman, Executive Director, North Charleston High School
· Charles Tyler, President, Tri-County National Action Network (NAN)
For more information, contact the CCSD Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303 or the City of North Charleston’s Mayor’s Office at (843) 740-2520.
###
About the Charleston County School District
 
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 50,000 students in 88 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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