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South Carolina requires that students develop computer skills, beginning in Kindergarten.  What happens when those children seek help from parents who have little or no computer experience?  One Red Carpet School (Riverview Elementary) in our district developed a one night Parent Computer Workshop that addressed a recognized need.  Here is the program, as unveiled last year:

1. The workshop was limited to less than an hour.

2. The school provided childcare.

3. The school provided refreshments.

4. Parents were shown how to access the school, district and state department websites.

5. Once on-line, parents were shown how to find teacher pages, how to e-mail their child’s teacher, how to access the district calendar, how to find job openings on line along with available applications, how to view test and report card data and how to use that information to evaluate the performance of their child’s school.

6. Parents were also shown how the Accelerated Reader program works and what steps their children must take to receive credit. 

7. The initial response was very favorable and another workshop is planned for this school year.

