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College Application Process

Graduation Requirements

Seniors, you are responsible for keeping track of your credits and making sure you have met all graduation requirements.  If you fail a required course, you must attend summer school, retake the course during Twilight School, attend SSC or American School.  Students retaking courses outside of the district must receive permission from their counselor.  Please contact your counselor should you have any questions or concerns about credit requirements.

Most students will continue school after graduation at a: 

· 2yr. community college – only high school diploma required, no test scores

· 4yr. college or university – high school diploma and test scores required

· Career or Technical school – only high school diploma required

· Military

· Work force

College Admission Requirements- your portfolio should have copies of these documents
Admission to college is based primarily on:

· High School Grades – your transcript

· Class rank – a comparison of your grade point average

· ACT or SAT scores – standardized test taken during your junior or senior year

· Personal statements or essays

· Letters of recommendation
· Some may require community service

The minimum high school course work required is:

· 4 years of English

· 3 years of Math ( Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 11)

· 3 Years of Science ( Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
· 3 Years of Social studies

· 1  year of a visual or performing arts course

· 2 years of  the same foreign language
Test Scores – TTHS School Code is 142-215

The ACT or SAT may be required for college admissions.

Most students will take the ACT.  If you are planning to attend an east coast or west coast school, you should also take the SAT. Make sure you take the writing portion of the ACT. You may register for the ACT at www.act.org.  Fee waivers are available for students that meet the financial requirements. You may register for the SAT at www.collegboard.com. Remember that the ACT is part of your Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE). Remember, if you are taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses, you can acquire college level credit by taking the AP exams.
College Application Procedures
You are responsible for meeting deadlines and completing all necessary paperwork.

Please plan to apply early.  Admissions is much more lenient for early applicants.  November 1st  or 15th is the early admissions deadline for many colleges and universities.

· Secure and complete applications using either a paper or online version.  If using an online application, be sure to download the counselor page, if required. You must complete a blue transcript request form for each application.  
· Bring application, letters of recommendation, essays, application fee or fee waiver to your counselor.  Your counselor will complete the counselor page. You should then take all paper work with a blue transcript request form to Mrs. Joyce, the registrar, in room 109 for mailing.

· The registrar will attach an official transcript to all of your paperwork and mail it for you.  The first three applications are free, after that you must pay a $3 mailing fee to the registrar.

· Please make certain that you meet all application deadlines.  It is suggested that you apply as early as possible to meet the priority deadline date in November. Look for the deadlines for special admissions and scholarships that may be early in September and October.  

Scholarship Search

There are many places to find scholarships.  Most scholarship money will come from colleges or universities and is based on your ACT/SAT and GPA.  You should apply to 4 year colleges early.  You are encouraged to apply by the priority deadline date of November 1st or 15th. Once you are accepted, check with the financial aid office and other departments for related information and scholarships. The internet is a great place to start your search.  Some helpful sites are: www.fastweb.com, www.collegezone.com, www.collegeboard.com, www.finaid.com, www.scholarships.com and www.scholaraid.com.  All scholarship searches are free.  Do not get scammed.  Do not pay anyone to find scholarships for you.  The library and your parent’s place of employment are other great resources.  Don’t forget that scholarships are usually given out based on your grades, test scores, talent, ethnic group and documented community service or volunteer hours. Finally, scholarship lists are generated from the Career Center on a quarterly basis.  You may see Mrs. Peppers in room 211 for the current list and other information related to scholarships.

Financial Aid
All students should apply for financial aid in January of their senior year. Your parents or guardians income is required to apply.  Financial aid consists of grants, work study and loans.  You must first apply for a pin number at www.pin.ed.gov. You and your parent must have a pin number. You may then apply on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov. or complete a paper form after January 1, 2010.
NCAA Clearinghouse

Seniors planning to enroll in college as a freshman during the 2010-11 academic year and wish to participate in a Division I or Division II sports must be certified by the NCAA Clearinghouse.  The Clearinghouse, not the university, will analyze the athlete’s academic records to determine if he or she meets the NCAA requirements.  The first step in the process is to file an NCAA application with the clearinghouse.  Ideally this should be done around October of your senior year.  An application may be downloaded or completed at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  You must request that a transcript be mailed by the registrar to the clearinghouse to complete this process. 
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