                Beyond High School


                             
Mrs. King -College Counselor
Fall Senior Information 

The following information is essential for all seniors. Please read it carefully and completely. Any questions please contact Mrs. King in The C.C.C. (room 211) or at king.theresa@district205.net or (708) 225-4216

Graduation Requirements
Students, you are responsible for keeping track of your credits and making sure you have met all graduation requirements.  If you have failed a required course, you must retake it in summer school, credit recovery, or there may be other options available through your counselor.  Students retaking courses outside of the district must receive permission from their counselor.  Please contact your counselor should you have any questions or concerns about credit requirements.
Most students will continue education after graduation at: 
· 2yr. community college – only high school diploma required, No ACT or GPA NEEDED 
· 4yr. college or university – ACT >17  & GPA > 2.3 preferred for admission and funding
· Career/Technical school – only high school diploma required, No ACT or GPA NEEDED
· Military- only high school diploma required, No ACT or GPA NEEDED
· Work force- only high school diploma required, No ACT or GPA NEEDED
College Admission Requirements
Admission to most 4 yr. universities is based primarily on:
· High School Grades – should be 2.3 or better, Freshman, Sophomore & Junior grades
· Class rank – you should be in at least top 50% of your class
· ACT or SAT scores – Minimum score of 17 for university admission higher is preferred
· Personal statements or essays- a paper that emphasizes your positive qualities and goals
· Letters or recommendation- from an authority figure who knows you well and likes you
· Some may require community service- get documentation for the service you do
The minimum high school course work required for most colleges is:
· 4 years of English 
· 3 years of Math (Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 11) 
· 3 Years of Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
· 3 Years of Social studies 
· 2 years of a applied, visual or performing arts course or
· 2 years of the same foreign language
Test Scores – TTHS School Code is 142-215
The ACT or SAT may be required for college admissions. You may take or retake the ACT on any of the dates it is given. Note that it takes at least 3 weeks to get results. Any student at any grade level may take the test on a national test dates. There is no limit to the number of times a student may take the ACT. Universities will use the student’s best score most of the time.
Most Universities use the ACT score for admission. Make sure you take the writing portion of the ACT. You may register for the ACT at www.actstudent.org.  Fee waivers are available for students that meet the financial requirements; there is a limit of 2 per student. See your counselor. 
Remember that the ACT is part of your Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE).
If you are planning to attend a school that requires the SAT school you may register for the SAT at www.collegeboard.com . The same rules apply.
Remember, if you are taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses, you may acquire college level credit by taking the Test and scoring 3 or above
Every Senior Needs A Post-High School Plan

Every senior needs to complete a post-high school plan in the C.C.C. When you complete a plan you will receive a special lanyard which indicated you are a senior that has prepared for your education after graduation. Please read and follow the directions below.

Making a Plan 

[image: image1.wmf]Thornton provides a quality education and a curriculum that will prepare students to attend most 4 yr colleges or universities. However, attending a 4 yr university may not be attainable for all who graduate from high school. Poor G.P.A., Test scores, and/or income to attend are a few reasons why students may not go to a 4 yr university. If you will not be able to attend a university, you still have options. As stated previously, there are 4 other post-high school plans you may follow. Below are the plans and the recommended procedures to follow to register your plan with The C.C.C..

2yr. community college- only high school diploma required, No ACT or GPA NEEDED 

[image: image2.wmf] This is one of the most affordable methods to continue your education. South Suburban College is the college in Thornton’s district. If South Suburban has a program that a resident desires, attending South Suburban will be the least expensive choice. To attend South Suburban or other 2 yr. colleges, students should complete a short registration application. Paper applications for South Suburban are in The C.C.C. and other colleges can be found on-line. Complete the application and bring it to the C.C.C. or bring registration proof such as a welcome letter or Student ID #. When Mrs. King receives the information from you the plan is complete. ***Financial Aid and Scholarships may still be required to attend a 2 yr. college. 

Career/Technical School – only high school diploma required 

[image: image3.wmf]Community colleges usually provide the most affordable education for many career and technical fields.  To make sure you are making the best and most affordable choice for a technical education, check for your major at a community college and compare the price of education at technical college.  Also, make sure that classes and credits are transferable from the technical to other colleges in case you change your mind. If you have questions or doubts check with your counselor or Mrs. King before you sign for any loans or financial aid with any school. A Final word of caution, you won’t have to look for these schools most of them will find you. But if you do decide to attend a tech school, submit an acceptance to Mrs. King to complete your plan.
Military- only high school diploma required, No ACT or GPA NEEDED
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If you want to enlist in the ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, MARINES, COAST GUARD, or the Reserves for any of these branches, you can find information on the Internet. Local recruiters visit Thornton please feel free to ask them any questions you may have. Joining the military is a serious commitment that can yield serious outcomes. You will have a better chance of a positive rewarding outcome if you make informed decisions, so ask a lot of questions before you sign. If you are serious about joining the military write a note stating your intentions to join and have your recruiter sign it, and submit it to Mrs. King to complete your plan.

Work Force- only high school diploma required, No ACT or GPA NEEDED
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You may plan to work in the family business or may have a great job that pays well and plan to continue to work and not go to school after you graduate. If this is the case you need to provide a letter from your employer. You can write the letter include the name of the company and your employer’s contact information. Ask your boss to sign it and bring the letter to Mrs. King to complete your plan. **It is very difficult to find an adequate job with only a high school diploma.

If you have a GPA of 2.3 or better, and if you scored a 17 or more on the ACT, if you will be able to afford the tuition costs beyond financial aid in cash or loans for college, the information for applying to a 4 Year University is on the other side of this paper. 
Every Senior must register a Post High School Plan with the C.C.C.

4 yr University Search
[image: image6.wmf]Finding the right college can be a huge task. The Internet is by far the best way to search for a college.  Start by registering for college search websites such as www.careercruising.com, www.cappex.com, www.whatsnextillinois.com, www.Mymajors.com. Also, there are many resources to help you with this process in the College/ Career Center (CCC) in room 211. Another simple way is to Google the school where you want to apply. Once you enter the website look for Apply tabs or The Admissions office. Always apply as an undergraduate and/or as a new freshman. You can also go to www.Commonapp.com   to apply using the common application. 
4 yr University Application Procedures
You are responsible for meeting deadlines and completing all necessary paperwork.
Please plan to apply early.  Admissions, housing, and financial aid are more available for early applicants.  November 1st or 15th is the early admissions deadline for many colleges and universities.
· Applications are available on-line at the web sites for most schools. Check at the admissions tab you will need a copy of your transcript to complete the application. You can get an unofficial copy from your counselor. You will also need a way to pay for the application fee of usually about $35-$100. A credit card is preferred. Fee waivers may be obtained from your counselor or Mrs. King in the CCC. 
· Read each page on the application carefully and complete all of the information required. If you are required to type an essay or answer questions type your answers in MS Word first. Make sure you and someone else reads it and edits it correcting any errors, before you paste it into the space on the application.
· When the application is complete follow the submission instructions. Make sure you print any documents that need to be completed. There may be a counselor recommendation page, a transcript request form and /or other forms required.
· We do not use the universities transcript form. You must complete a Thornton transcript request form for each application you complete. You can get transcript forms from your counselor, The CCC, or room 109. Make sure you have an address for where the transcript will need to be sent.
· Complete your information on the Transcript Request and The Fee Waiver. Make copies of the forms. Then use one copy of each form and complete the school information for each school you have applied to.  
· When all forms are complete you should take the Thornton Transcript Request form, the Fee Waiver,  the completed counselor page and if required, letters of recommendation and/or essays to the school registrar, in room 109 for mailing. 
· The registrar will attach an official transcript to all of your paperwork and mail all of your paperwork for you.  The first three transcripts are free, after that you must pay a $3 fee for each additional official transcript needed. 
· Please make certain that you meet all applications deadlines.  It is suggested that you apply as early as possible to meet the priority deadline dates. Look for the deadlines for special admissions and scholarships that may be in in the FALL. 
· Two weeks after you submit an application you should contact the admissions office at the schools to which you have applied to check on the status of your application, Also, make sure they have everything needed to make a decision. Most colleges will take 1- 3 months after everything is submitted to send you an admissions decision. 
Financial Aid
All students should apply for financial aid in January of their senior year. Your parent or guardian’s income information is needed to apply.  You will need a copy of you parent’s tax return that will be due in April of the year you are applying. If your parents have not completed a return yet, you can use estimated figures from the prior year.  Financial aid consists of grants, work-study and loans.  You must first apply for a pin number at www.pin.ed.gov . Both you and your parent must have a pin number. You may then apply on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

****Reality Check***

Federal financial aid from the government may only provide for those who qualify based on income a maximum of: (figures are estimates, but effect is real.)
 Pell Grant                                 $5,500  

Map Grant (IL Colleges Only) $4,750  
Student Loans                           $5,500 

Total -                                     $15,750 Maximum financial aid

Work-study is not guaranteed and most of the time an interview and application are required.
The cost of attendance at most public universities is $20,000 and up, and Private is $40,000 and up. This will leave a gap of at least $5000 for most students. This means that students that are serious about attending 4 yr universities must apply for and obtain scholarships to help pay for education. 

Private Education loans require good credit and possibly co-signers.
Scholarship Search

There are many places to find scholarships.  Most scholarship money will come from colleges or universities a student applies to, and are based on ACT/SAT, GPA and class rank.  Some universities will consider you for scholarships and grants with your application for admission. If you are not sure that this consideration will be given, after you complete and application for admission on-line go to the schools financial aid and scholarship page to apply for any scholarships you may qualify for. You should apply to 4 yr universities early.  You are encouraged to apply by the priority deadline date of November 1st or 15th for the best opportunity to get scholarships. The internet is a great place to start your search.  Some helpful sites are: www.fastweb.com, www.collegezone.com, www.collegeboard.com, www.finaid.com, www.meritaid.com, www.scholarships.com  and www.scholaraid.com.  All scholarship searches are free.  Do not get scammed.  Do not pay anyone to find scholarships for you.  The library and your parent’s place of employment are other great resources.  Don’t forget that scholarships are usually given out based on your grades, test scores, talent, ethnic group and documented community service or volunteer hours. Finally, scholarship list are generated from the Career Center on a monthly basis.  Please visit The C.C.C. room 211 at least once a week for a scholarship list and other information related to scholarships.
Student Athletes
Do not assume that your athletic talent alone will get you into the college of your choice. You still need to follow the procedures and apply to the schools you want to attend or schools that are interested in you. Keep your coach involved in the process by letting them know about your applications. Also remember, you are not committed to a school, or a school is not committed to you until you have a signed agreement. Make sure you do not stop looking and applying for scholarships and schools until you has signed the best deal. 
 NCAA Clearinghouse
Seniors planning to enroll in college as a freshman during the following academic year and wish to participate in a Division I or Division II sports must be certified by the NCAA Clearinghouse.  The Clearinghouse, not the university, will analyze the athlete’s academic records to determine if he or she meets the NCAA requirements.  The first step in the process is to file an NCAA application with the clearinghouse.  Ideally this should be done around October of your senior year.  An application may be downloaded or completed at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  Students who qualify for free or reduced lunch can get a fee waiver if they notify me after registration. You must complete a transcript request and give it to the registrar in room 109 to have your transcript mailed to the clearinghouse, which completes this process. 

Ms. Wanda Russell, Assistant Principal (counseling) -225-4113 Russell.Wanda@district205.net  (room 100)

Mrs. Scott-Moody 225- 4217 Scott-Moody.Shana@district205.net  (room 233)
Mr. Carr – 225-4214 Carr.Paul@district205.net ; Mrs. Troutman – 225-4215 Edwards.Nzinga@district205.net  (room 385)
Mrs. Pervin – 225-4219 Pervan.Tahira@district205.net ; Mrs.Hill-Jackson – 225-4213 Hill-Jackson.Ramelle@ district205.net (room 169)

Mr. Reddick 225-4170 Reddick.darryl@district205.net ; Mrs. Walker 225-4212 Walker.Paula@district205.net  (room 111)
College/Career Center (room 211) Mrs. King– 225-4216  King.theresa@district205.net 
