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	Element
	 II-B-1. Safe Learning Environment
	Rating
	Proficient

	Teacher
	 Anita Sintes
	School
	Dever McCormack

	Grade
	Kindergarten
	Subject
	Language Arts (Spanish)


	Element Summary
	This clip was rated PROFICIENT on II-B-1. Safe Learning Environment: Uses rituals, routines, and appropriate responses that create and maintain a safe physical and intellectual environment where students take academic risks and most behaviors that interfere with learning are prevented. This rating was based on the fact that the teacher had established clear procedures for transitions, getting students’ attention, and monitoring behavior.  Additionally, the teacher promoted and modeled respectful interactions, reinforced positive behavior, and encouraged students to participate and take risks in their learning.


	Look-for
	Rating
	Evidence

	T1


	P
	Teacher physically arranges the classroom to support the instructional goals and learning activities, and all students have unobstructed access to learning materials.

Students were arranged in center groups with clearly assigned activities and materials.

At 2:38, all students were seated on the carpet in neat rows with a clear view of the board, the easel and the teacher.  Students clearly had assigned spots in rows and stayed in them, allowing their peers to access the materials, which were prepared ahead of time and clearly written.  Anchor charts and other support materials were posted on the wall in an orderly way.  The teacher used a yardstick to track the poem at the front.



	T2:


	P
	Teacher uses established effective and smooth procedures for getting students’ attention, managing transitions, and the distribution and collection of materials.

At the beginning of the clip, the teacher rang the bell to indicate clean up for switching centers.  Students immediately began to clean up.  

At 4:08 the teacher begins an attention prompt, “ojos…” and students immediately responded, finishing the chant and turning their attention to the teacher.  As soon as the teacher began speaking, all students were paying attention.  

At 5:31 the teacher prompted students to move in 5 beats to the flip chart, and students responded immediately and sat quietly as she prepared the materials.



	T3: 


	P
	Teacher ensures that interactions with and among students are uniformly respectful.

The teacher supported students in their interactions.  At 2:03 the teacher checked in with the computer group and assisted a student in telling another student to keep his hands to himself.  “Dile, no me gusta…”

When the students were seated on the rug at 2:38 the teacher invited them to report out about their work.  The teacher pointed out that at first she did not hear the blue group saying their sounds but after a reminder they got on track.  Students clapped in praise.  Students then reviewed their work as others applauded their work.

At 5:10 the teacher praised the class for their reading of the poem.

At 5:24 a student asked if they could read a story, and the teacher responded that they would read later if they had time and thanked him for raising his hand, reinforcing positive behavior.


	T4: 


	P
	Teacher frequently monitors behavior in accordance with established standards of conduct, reinforcing positive behavior and responding consistently and effectively to inappropriate behavior.
The teacher had various strategies for reminding students of behavior expectations.
At 1:33 the teacher clapped her hands and made a motion to quiet the class, with an immediate response from the students.

At 2:12 the teacher checked in with the front center group to remind them of their task: “Quiero eschuchando que estan diciendo los sonidos, mesa cuatro.”  This quick reminder got students back on track.

Once on the rug, at 4:40 the teacher reminded students of where to put their attention by telling them to look, “Not at my face, the words aren’t on my face.” 
At 7:12 the teacher called on Jose and thanked him for sitting so well, reinforcing that positive behavior is noticed, appreciated, and can yield rewards.


	T5:


	P
	Teacher creates an intellectual environment where students take academic risks by attempting challenging tasks.

At 6:58 the teacher had students write the letter in the air, preparing a volunteer to come up and write it on the board.  When she asked the class for a volunteer, almost all students raised their hands.

At 7:25 Jose began to write the whole word- debajo- rather than the first letter.  The teacher allowed him to try and led the class through checking the sounds.  Students clapped for Jose’s success in getting it correct.



	S1: 


	P
	Students generally follow procedures with minimal prompting from the teacher.
Students generally responded to the teacher’s directions without further prompts or reminders; for example, they responded to her cue to quiet down at 1:33, cleaned up at the bell, and turned in 5 beats to face the chart paper without additional prompting.  At 9:12 the teacher dismissed some of the students to line up by the color of their seat on the rug.  Students immediately followed her directions and lined up quietly.



	S2: 


	P
	Students are rarely disruptive and use a respectful tone to address peers and the teacher.
Students routinely clapped for and praised their classmates.
At 9:42 students said goodbye to their classmates, a routine that appeared to be established and which encouraged peer-to-peer respect and interaction.


	S3: 


	P
	The majority of students participate willingly; however, some students appear to be somewhat hesitant to offer their ideas in front of classmates.
Students participated in the small groups and almost all students raised their hands to participate during the group work.  Students volunteered and went up to the front to complete the poem chart without fear.  The teacher led the class through a review of the work and students clapped in praise of other students’ work.


	Overall Rating
	PROFICIENT
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