October 2024
Whitney Elementary PTA Meeting

1. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
a. Bethnay Bixler
b. Date: 10/9/24
c. Time: 6:03
d. Location: Whitney Elementary School Library

2. Secretary’s Report – Kris Nadjem
a. Approval of Minutes from September Meeting (Posted to Whitney Elem PTA website for 23/24)
i. Approved budget, levy, code of conduct, included updates on all committees and new business of homecoming parade (which was a success), and calendar finalization.
1. Motion to approve by: 
a. 1st: Amanda Williams
b. 2nd Sharmilla Samaroo

3. Treasurer’s Report – Molly Sunkle
a. We aim low for income column and aim for high on expenses column. 
b. Forms are updated with new cash exempt, request a cash box, money to submit, pre-payment or reimbursement. They can be found in the office in the PTA box. 

4. Principal’s Report--Mrs. Hawk
a. Next big thing is Veteran’s Day program-donate food items through sign up genius.
i. Same format as next year, students eat w/ their veteran, choir performs and clap out.
ii. PTA to provide food items and some volunteering (decorations, setting up food)
iii. Student Council and Ambassadors will welcome and seat our guests. 
iv. Borrow Coffee Machines (one in closet and one from Amanda D)
v. Might have to add more food to the list.   (Mrs. Fadenholz will review)

5. President’s Report- Bethany Bixler
a. Thank you to all who volunteered. 
i. Thank you to Michelle for organizing Fall Fest and Homecoming Float
ii. Thank you, Molly/Amanda, for mum sales.
iii. Thank you, Barb/Andrea, for Bookfair

6. Vice President- Desiree Causevic
a. Nothing to report.

7. Teacher Representative - Mrs. Barrett and Mrs. Bova
a. Thank you for the conference dinner.
b. Mum pickup was successful.
c. Hair Tinsel was the big hit and pumpkins from fall fest (Teachers heard a lot about it)

8. Council Delegate- Jeremy Nadjem 
a. Greet & Treat Monday 10/28 5:30-7
b. Jackie is going to help w/ Founder’s Day (Feb 25ish)
c. Rep for Grant Committee was found.
d. Reflections Meeting—10/24 & 11/12 at the Strongsville Library 7-8:30

9. Standing Committee Reports - 
a. Fundraising: Amanda Donnellan, Molly Sunkle & Meredith DeGuire
(1) Mums went great (Thank you!)
(a) Good job by all!
(b) No complaints, no mistakes, went so smoothly.
(c) 501 mums for a total of $2554 in profit (less than last year)
(2) Butter Braids:
(a) Order Status: raised about $700 in profit as of 10/9, looking for another $2000. 
(b) Last year we raised $3K.
(c) If someone did not get a flyer, we have extras. 
(i) Question about flavor (Bavarian crème braid) member will email Amanda.

a) Book Fair - Barb Major & Andrea Meeks
(1) Went fairly successful!
(2) Finalizing: how do we want the funds:
1. Scholastic dollars $3423.96.  
2. Cash $1, 711.98
(3) What do we want to do with the book fair funds?
1. Last year we gave half back to the library. 
2. Option: 
a. Use for Shelter: 
b. How does that affect our current operating budget if we make this our aim?
c. We could reduce it in several areas.

3. Any ideas what we should be focusing on that we should give back to the school? 
a. Mrs. Hawk to talk w/ Mrs. Schwartz. (we do have a budget line of $1,000 for library)
b. $2-$2500—given last year
4. Spring bookfair—should we have evening event?
5. Molly will re-look at the budget to see how much we can put toward deciding on where Book fair money will go to. 
Motion to accept as cash.
Motioned made by:
1st Amanda Donnellan
2nd Molly Sunkle

b) 5th Grade Recognition - Meredith DeGuire & Barb Major
(1) Theme: Sky’s the Limit
(2) Nothing yet

c) Hospitality Chair -Molly Sunkle & Marianne Dean (Conferences) 
(1) Hot dogs from fall fest for conference/mac and cheese/and deserts
(2) 10/23 we’ll need sides and drinks.

d) Membership – Amanda Williams & Sharmila Samaroo
(1) Today’s Count: 225
(2) Theme: Boo! Join the PTA Crew and have Spooktacular Fun
(3) 225 people
(4) Push one more time? Contest? Popsicles and Recess.  November 1st. 
(a) Paper Flyer
(b) Handle the people who have already signed up? 
(c) Take only new people or whole class percentage as a whole? (As a whole)
(d) How would you know which class? (we can’t get rosters)
(e) Reward the whole school? (yes, this is where we landed)
(i) Verify w/ Mrs. Hawk about free recess for all. 
(ii) Teacher decides recess time?

(f) What is the number goal? (Kris says 300, lol)

e) Birthday Book Club - Carla Gamin & Orysia Hartman 
Hot Yoga Class (great idea!) donations accepted.  

f) Grants- Kris Nadjem & Mrs. Gonczy
(a) We did get the SEF grant for the ukulele.  Also thank you to the Donnellan family for contributing half the cost.
(b) Applied for the National PTA grant for: STEM + Families Propelling Our World, Sponsored by Huntington Ingalls Industries
1. $1250	
2. Host a Propelling Our World Event—choose from three things to engineer and test.
3. https://www.pta.org/home/programs/stem/propelling-our-world
4. Announced in November
(c) Still waiting on the Dick’s Sporting goods, should have answer by 10/21.
(d) Applied for two grants with American Association for Educators for Mrs. Moletski (wobble chairs) and Mrs. Hawk (wipe books)
(e) Need ideas for the council grant should be announced soon.
(f) Book Grants: Laura Bush’s Foundation for America’s Libraries grant is open and due Dec 6.  
(i) https://www.bushcenter.org/lbf-application-details
1. Principal must digitally sign the principal agreement in the application.
2. All financial documentation must be completed for your application to be complete – this includes the school/district W-9 and a voided blank check OR a bank letter.
3. Per the grant guidelines of the Laura Bush Foundation, the grant is to be used to purchase school library books, e-books, and magazine requests as outlined in your grant application. Use of the funds for shelving or furniture of any kind, equipment (i.e.: computers, electronic readers, Kindles, etc.), stuffing, software, videos, guides, tests or exams, classroom book sets, or similar items, is prohibited.
(ii) I will need to work with Mrs. Hawk and our librarian to get the grant submitted. 
(g) Will be writing grant through Casey’s for shade structure.
1. Will need additional fundraising.
2. May apply through SEF as well.
3. Casey results are not announced until April.
4. Grant opens on 10/14

g) Carnival -- Laura Van Vechten & Jackie Steffy	
No updates

h) School Assemblies- Michele Molls
(1) November Cosi 
(2) Spring

i) Family Breakfast with a Buddy- Desiree Causevic & Amanda Williams
(1) January no update

j) Fun Run - Ali Miller & Lisa Tarcy
(1) May, no updates

k) Holiday Shop -Barb Major
(1) Dates: Dec 2-6

l) Room Parent – Meredith DeGuire & Michele Molls	
(1) Email was sent yesterday to head moms. 
(2) We will post on Facebook.

m) Pizza / Restaurant Night Coordinator - Molly Sunkle & Laura Van Vecten
(1) Chipotle $231 profit.
(2) Master Pizza: (no white box night, which will be Marco’s in winter)
(3) Jersey Mikes 11/21
(4) Buffalo Wild wings 12/2
(5) Gran Fiesta (May)

n) Yearbook/Historian- Linda Ali & Desiree Causevic
(1) Lifetouch took some candid shots today.
(2) Whitney Staff only google folders.
(3) Email address: whitney23yearbook@gmail.com (blurb in newsletter, Kris)

o) Staff Appreciation (May) Khayla Steves and Debbie Gonczy
(1) May 5-9

p) PBIS Initiative Support - Molly Sunkle
(1) No news

q) Newsletter- Kris Nadjem
(1) Send to kris.nadjem@outlook.com
(2) Maybe using a new platform

r) Mother/Son & Daddy/Daughter Events - Meredith DeGuire & Monica Esker
(1) No updates

s) Family Science Night (grade 3-5) Molly Sunkle & Jackie Steffy
(1) Applied for Grant

10. Unfinished Business  
(1) $484 Sprit wear profit thus far (good job Michelle)

11. New Business:   
(1) Dr. Ryba’s Visits (see notes below)
(2) Shade Structure Fundraising
(a) Mrs. Hawk can take principal budget toward the structure.  
(b) Molly thinks we can easily move $5000 for structure.
(c) Helpful to share what we are working towards w/ all these fundraisers—do we make a fundraising goal?
(d) Main fundraising goal for the year
1. Motion made by 
2. 1st: Molly Sunkle
3. 2nd by Amie Bullard
4. All members in agreement.
5. Will finalize goals and communication as we move forward.
(3) Greet and Treat Oct 28: PTA is helping Mr. Schibley. 
(a) Will be putting out sign up genius. 
(b) 5:30-7:00
(4) Sharing Tree—no need to have a tree this year w/ no breakfast w/ a buddy. 
(a) When do we need them by? 
(b) Put up by veterans’ day? 
(c) Halloween parade? Grab and pick. 
(d) Paper Tree 
(5) Giveback for tennis lessons, for every kid that signs up we would get $10.
(a) Need more info: draw up a flyer, come to the next meeting and have discussion. 
(b) Table until next meeting

12. Announcements: 
(1) Volunteer Hours—keeps our non-profit status going.
(2) Next meeting November 7

13. Meeting Ended: 
Adjournment: 7:30 pm


Dr. Ryba: Levy Info: 
1. Link: https://www.scsmustangs.org/community/issue-53
2. Shared with us the flyer about the levy facts.
3. Levy Specifics
4. “Keep Moving Forward”
5. Be best school in state—
a. It has taken us 12-14 to get back reductions that were made previously.
b. This is not for just a year or two but for a generation of kids. 
c. We want to do everything we can to continue to move forward.
d. 2019 Levy generates 10 million a year. $4.2 million has been invested back into the schools EACH YEAR
e. Elementary: Now every elementary school has at least 5 extracurricular activities.
f. Every elementary school now has a school counselor and social worker.
g. Reading Specialist hired for non-title one schools.
h. Extra sports and coaches, theater department at higher grades  
i. 83% of our funds go to our staff.
j. 32 cities in Cuyahoga County, Strongsville tax rate is the 27th lowest tax rate in the county and we are getting better results than most school districts. 
6. To continue on, we will:
a. Keep $4.2 million investment and add to it $1.2.
b. Get rid of almost every fee that we have. 
c. No athletic pay to participate fees.
d. Free all-day kindergarten for all.
7. If the levy does not pass, we will need to cut:
a. $3 million in January
b. Reductions that don’t impact kids or programs or services will go first but there is only so much we can do before it affects people/staff.
c. We will be funding the district on 2007 levy.
8. Specifics:
a. The $10 million levy is not on the ballot from Spring-- there is a new one.
b. $4.9 million (less taxes)—results in a small amount of savings for property owners (on this year’s property valuations, not 2025 appraisals)
c. This levy will be good until 2029. 
d. One change: This is a continuous levy.  It will be on the books until such time as the board decides it is not needed.  
i. There will still be a 5-year renewable levy on the books.  We’ll be going down from 2 renewable to 1 renewable.  
ii. Continuous levy will help save money because each levy cost $30-40k. 

Questions:
Q: What are we doing to put this out in the community?
A: Go to Forstrongsville.com, quality profile does go out every year to the community, use social media.  Energy with people who say yes or on the fence. March, we lost by 300 votes, republican primary, specific demographic, for small issue.  
Q: Do we have a copy of the flyer as a pdf?
A: Yes, Dr. Ryba will send out. 

Q: What will be cut?
A: See Flyer. 

Q: Is there a limit of how many times to put on the ballot?
A: No, but the board would have to consider w/ 3 failing, what is the right timing, we will see the impact in Jan 2025.

Q: What is the resistance to this?
A: One gentleman is organizing; he thinks the community needs a tax break.  Messaging now is that it is a continuous levy.  

Reach out to Mrs. Hawk or Dr. Ryba w/ any additional questions. 

