Visually Impaired Program
Exceptional Student Education Eligibility for Students Who Are Visually Impaired
Florida State Board Rule 6A-6.03014
Volusia County Schools Visually Impaired (VI) program teachers provide specialized services to students who meet the Visually Impaired eligibility criteria per the state of Florida, Department of Education (FLDOE). Our Teachers of the Visually Impaired (TVI) are itinerant, which means they travel to the students’ schools and provide special education services as documented on their Individual Education Plan (IEP). In addition, Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Specialists who provide instruction both on campus and in the community.
Visually impaired definition includes the following:
· A student who is blind, has no vision, or has little potential for using vision
· A student who has low or restricted vision
· A student who has a visual impairment after best correction that adversely affects the student’s educational performance
· A student with a progressive condition that will most likely result in a visual impairment 

Services Provided
· Are determined by an IEP or 504 plan with input from a school-based team to identify needs.  
· Are determined based on all available data
· [bookmark: _Hlk177548096]By a certified Teacher of the Visually Impaired, include educational services, but not limited to:
· Assessments
· Instruction in Braille
· Use of accessibility materials
· Independent function
· Expanded Core Curriculum
· Consultation/Collaboration with stakeholders 
· Environmental modifications
· Prepare or obtain educational and assessment materials in the appropriate format
· Direct the vision paraprofessional
· By an Orientation and Mobility Specialist, include educational services, but not limited to:
· Assessments
· Skills in movement with a sighted guide
· Protective techniques 
· Indoor and outdoor cane skills 
· Consultation/Collaboration with stakeholders 
· Independent function
· Vision Paraprofessionals
· Prepare adaptive materials
· Prepare Braille materials (as able)
· Provide Access
· Support in participation
· Reinforce skills
· Support Independence
· Supervise safety 
Student Evaluation 
· A completed Medical Eye Report ( VCS Medical Eye Report ) describing: etiology, diagnosis, treatment regimen, prognosis, near/distance, corrected/uncorrected acuity measures for both eyes.
· A comprehensive assessment of visual abilities via:
· A functional vision evaluation 
· A learning media assessment
· An orientation and mobility screening
· A reevaluation shall occur at least every three (3) years and shall include:
· A minimum of a medical eye examination within the last calendar year
· A comprehensive assessment of visual skills 
· *The medical aspect of a reevaluation for students with bilateral anophthalmia may be waived by a written recommendation of a physician.
 Eligibility Criteria
· A student who is blind, has no vision, or has little potential for using vision
· A student who has low vision
· A student who has a visual impairment after best correction that adversely affects the student’s educational performance; and,
· A student who has been diagnosed with a progressive condition that will most likely result in a visual impairment or no vision after best correction.
· The student needs special education as defined in Rules 6A-6.0331 and 6A-6.03411, F.A.C.
Expanded Core Curriculum
The Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) includes nine major areas as identified by the National Agenda for the Education of Children and Youths with Visual Impairments, including those with multiple disabilities. 
· Compensatory and Accessibility Skills.
· Orientation and Mobility
· Social Interaction
· Independent Living
· Recreation and Leisure
· Sensory Efficiency
· Assistive Technology
· Career Education
· Self-Determination

Contact Information
Sandra Navas Lopez, M.S., CCC-SLP
ESE Specialist
1290 Herbert St
Port Orange, FL 3212
386-734-7190 x 33267
senavasl@volusia.k12.fl.us


Resources
20 Home Modifications for People with Vision Loss
American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
American Printing House for the Blind (APH)
Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AERBVI)
Braille Authority of North America (BANA)
Bureau of Braille and Talking Books Library
Division of Blind Services  
Florida Department of Education
Florida Department of Education – Florida’s Educational Opportunities for Students with Sensory Impairments
Florida Division of Blind Services (DBS)
Florida Instructional Materials Center (FIMC)
Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind (FSDB)
National Eye Institute
Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired
UEB online
Visual Aid Volunteers of Florida (VAVF)


