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Dr. Kowgios


Writing About Anything
	PARAGRAPH
	WHAT
	HOW

	Introduction
	· Take a critical stance/claim: assert a position on the topic (include title and author of work discussed)

· Be direct and clear: avoid general statements

· Provide specificity: state the points you will use to support your stance (this provides paragraph structure)
· Present a clear thesis: this defines your focus …how your points will support your critical stance
	· Start with an insightful assertion (simple sent.)

· When providing points use compound sentences

· When displaying the relationship between the points and your critical stance use compound-complex sentences

· Thesis: most often compound or complex sentence

	Body Paragraph(s)
	· Point: introduce the idea you will use to support your critical stance

· Textual Evidence: provide specific evidence from the text to support your point (quote or specific reference)

· Synthesis: explain how the point you offered and the evidence you provided supports your critical stance

· “Work as a Whole”: do so if the prompt requires you to connect your critical stance to the author’s purpose

(repeat the process for each ensuing body paragraph)
	· Compound and simple sentences for “point”
· Integrated quotes whenever possible

· Complex and simple sentences for synthesis
· Participles – infinitives / articles / articles / adverbs / prepositions to start sentences

	Conclusion
	· “Old” Conclusions: do not merely restate your position or list points made

· “New Conclusions: Discuss how the relationship between the points supports your critical stance (and the “work as a whole” or “author’s purpose”)
	· Use complex and compound-complex sentences to establish relationships
· End with a powerful assertion (often a simple sentence is effective)


SYNTAX Conjunctions
	Compound Sentences use these conjunctions in the middle of the sentence
	and, but, nor, for, or, so, yet

	Complex Sentences use these conjunctions at the beginning or in the middle of the sentence
	although, since, while, if, when, as


PUNCTUATION
	End Marks
	Pause / Pace
	Explanation
	Continuation
	Insertion

	. ! ? ;
	, - -- 
	:
	…
	(  )  [  ]


ESSAY VERB LIST

	Said (Introducing point or textual evidence)

	warned
	declared
	asserted
	claimed
	suggested
	argued
	contended
	pleaded
	implied

	posed
	proposed
	uttered
	theorized
	proclaimed
	illustrated
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Showed (Point / Textual Evidence / Synthesis)

	revealed
	unearthed
	uncovered
	unveiled
	exposed
	disclosed
	divulged
	offered
	displayed

	demonstrated
	offered
	exhibited
	indicated
	emerged
	conveyed
	depicted
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organized (Point / Textual Evidence / Synthesis)

	arranged
	designed
	established
	steered
	led
	instituted
	formulated
	initiated
	developed

	devised
	concocted
	contrived
	plotted
	established
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 (Add alternative verbs in the spaces provided.)

SENTENCE BEGINNINGS
	Noun / Pronoun
	Hamlet, Ophelia, He, She, It, Motivation

	Participle (ing)
	Thinking, Delaying

	Infinitive (to __ )
	To delay, To consider

	Adverb (ly ending)
	Surprisingly, Unexpectedly

	Coordinating Conjunction (sparingly)
	And, But, Nor, For, Or, So, Yet

	Article
	A, An, The

	Subordinating Conjunction
	Since, While, Although, If, When, As

	Preposition (directional word)
	In, On, Over, With, Above, Within


QUOTES

	Full quote: use sparingly
	“A full quote is a full sentence.”

	Interrupted quote: can be at the end, beginning or middle of a sent.  Allows the writer to intertwine their ideas with the ideas of others… synthesis
	Your intro and “… as a finish to the sentence.”

	
	“The quote starts the sentence …” and you finish it.

	
	You start, “… and then quote,” and then you finish.


Imagery
Visual – Auditory – Tactile – Gustatory – Olfactory
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