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North Salem Schools COVID Update January 5, 2021
 

COVID Reset.
Effective Monday January 11th, we are planning to resume our blended model of hybrid for grades 3-12, and in-person for grades K-2, students with disabilities, and English language learners. The professional development planned for Monday will be postponed until a future date so that Monday will be a full day of instruction.  As previously announced, the next asynchronous Wednesday will be January 27th.

 

Could this change?
Yes.  North Salem is all remote this week, as are many other districts, to accommodate the holiday spike in cases.  The predicted rise in cases this week would not likely put as many students and staff into quarantine. However, by the end of the week we will know more about that spike and its effect on our ability to staff our buildings.  Moreover, the Governor has indicated that he is monitoring hospital capacities which are now a variable in the determination of hot spots and potential closures.

 
The Dashboard
School district daily reporting of cases resumed yesterday.  The State informs us that there will be a gap in the timeliness of that data because of the holiday break, pause in contact tracing , and delay in confirmation of positive cases. What may look like spikes in positive cases from day to day, may actually come from a backlog in the processing of cases. As a reminder, we begin contact tracing as soon as we are notified by a family or an employee, but we cannot post it as a positive case until we receive confirmation from the Department of Health.

 

Snow Days During COVID
The State requires 176 student instruction days and 4 superintendent conference days, for a total of 180 days.  In North Salem, our school year exceeds those requirements. We have 182 student instruction days and five superintendent conference/professional development days, for a total of 187 days.  While some suggest snow days should be converted to remote instruction days, that conversion is now regulated by new State requirements regarding transportation of out of district students on those converted days.  In North Salem we will utilize our snow days as snow days until they are exhausted.  Snow days in excess of allotted days will convert to all remote days instead of being taken from the spring vacation.

 

Delayed Openings, Early Dismissals
School districts vary in their staffing requirements on fully remote days. Some close their schools and do not allow teachers and paraprofessionals in the building, while others require their attendance on all remote days.  In North Salem, we open our buildings on all remote days for teachers and paraprofessionals who base their remote teaching in their own classrooms.  This is the reason we had a delayed opening on Monday as we have a commitment to bring staff safely onto our campuses, which means roadways, parking lots, walkways and building fire exits must be cleared.   As it turned out on Monday, the warm temperatures and sunny skies made for a faster cleanup and the delay was probably not needed.

 
Personal Perspective
These are very difficult times for some of our families, friends and neighbors who have experienced losses.  With the accelerating spikes we are about to experience, it has never been more important to take the simple and now time worn precautions of masks, clean hands, and social distancing.  
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