Important North Salem Schools COVID Update, December 10, 2020
PQ and the MSHS will Pivot to All Synchronous Remote Learning 
Starting Friday December 11th
Hybrid and In Person Instruction Resumes Monday January 11th


Factors Behind the Pivot

In our community families are now experiencing the predicted post-Thanksgiving spike in positive cases, and people in quarantine.  In the past 24 hours the number of staff members who are placed in quarantine has reached the level where we cannot adequately cover classrooms.  In addition, the number of families who have elected to pivot to all remote has doubled this week, leaving many of our classrooms with one, two or three students actually in the class. 

Our thinking is that we will better achieve continuity of instruction with one model in place rather than the disruption of stopping and starting instruction in order to contact trace positive cases.  Therefore, a planned reopening of hybrid and in person on January 11, 2021 will give us time to complete contact tracing and assess the number of staff in quarantine coming out of the holiday break in the first week of January and assess the possible need to start yellow zone COVID testing.

· December 11th through December 22nd, full days of all synchronous remote instruction.
· December 23rd all synchronous remote instruction and early dismissal as planned
· December 24th through January 1, planned break
· January 4th all synchronous remote instruction full days resume
· January 11th, instructional models in place this week are planned to resume.

We are mindful that our schools have been safe places where transmission of the virus is lower than it may be during the approaching holiday gatherings.  We ask everyone to continue to follow all guidance including hand washing, mask wearing, social distancing and limited gatherings.  
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These decisions are never easy and we realize the impact each decision we make has on North Salem families.  Based on the entirety of where we are, where the county is, and where the state is at this time, and where we are headed, we feel this is the most prudent course of action and appreciate your support and understanding.  

The next update will be on Thursday, December 17 will address our plans for yellow zone testing, should it be required, and factors which lead to differences in positive cases reported on the state COVID dashboard

Ken Freeston

