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Hello Families!

Welcome to 2nd Grade!  My name is Ms. Anderson.  I am thrilled to be teaching 2nd grade at Norterra Canyon. This year will be filled with opportunities for learning, growth, and development in all areas.  Our main focus will be on developing and extending both literacy and math skills. I hope to instill the love of learning, reading, writing, and math in your child. With the support of both the school and home, your child will experience lots of success throughout the year. I am eager to get started and have a fabulous year with all of my students.[image: ]


Communication
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Teacher, parent, and student communication is extremely important for a child’s success. I strived to get back to you within 24 hours. I use three forms of communication: 
1) Each Monday a newsletter will be placed in your child’s pirate folder with the homework listed, including spelling words.
2) PBIS app - please ensure you’ve signed up, as this is my main form of communication.
3) Each Friday, the 2nd grade team sends out a “S’mores” email to keep you up to date with things happening in the classroom and at school. 
4) Email kristina.anderson@dvusd.org 
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Pirate Folder

Your child will have a Norterra Canyon pirate folder to take home each night and return to school the next day. Please check it daily.  There will be your child’s work, newsletters, important notices, field trip permission slips, and homework in the folder. The left side is “leave at home” paperwork, and the right side is “return to school”.

PBIS - Positive Behavior Intervention System
Discipline Process: Minor vs Major
Last year,  our school worked hard to introduce new school-wide behavior expectations to students.  We will continue these expectations this year.  These are listed below.

Be Respectful. Be Responsible. Be Safe. Be Kind.

Students demonstrating these positive behaviors, both in and out of their classrooms, will enjoy earning points and shopping for prizes from our school store!

To ensure our school is safe, positive, and productive for all learners, we will continue this  process to address behaviors that do not meet the expectations above. The information below will be shared with students. Please help us implement new processes by talking to your child about minor and major behaviors. If you have any questions, contact your child’s teacher.
	WHAT IS A MINOR BEHAVIOR?

· Teacher managed

· It will not result in a punishment the first time I do it

· It shouldn’t be repeated because my teacher corrected me

· It  can become major if I continue to repeat it

· The  teacher will contact parents
	WHAT IS A MAJOR BEHAVIOR?

· Office managed

· It will result in a punishment the first time I do it

· It is against school district rules in the Student Rights and Responsibilities handbook

· The school administration will contact parents
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When students demonstrate minor behaviors, NC staff will follow the four step process below.









Homework
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Homework is a valuable tool in helping students make the most of their experiences in school.  Homework helps reinforce what has been learned in class, prepares students for upcoming lessons, teaches responsibility and helps students develop positive study habits.  

Norterra Canyon’s school policy on homework is stated in your child’s school handbook.  In addition to 20 minutes of home reading, the average amount of time per day for second grade homework is 20 minutes. If your child normally works at a slower pace, the assignments may take slightly longer.  At certain times throughout the year, special projects may be assigned in addition to the regular homework.

Students can expect homework in Home Reading, Math, Spelling, and Reading Fluency each night, except Friday.   You will need to look over the homework, make sure it is done accurately and in pencil, and initial the homework sheet.  All math assignments are due the following day.

                               Math[image: ]
Daily Math practice is very important.We have a new math program this year, so you may or may not have homework.


                                                               Spelling[image: ]
Students will be learning spelling patterns and practicing them daily at school.  A list of words will be on the weekly newsletter to be practiced for the week at home, followed by a test.  The test will include 10 words (includes 2 of the challenge words) and 2 oral dictated sentences that use the spelling words incorporated into each sentence. Oral dictated sentences will be graded on spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.  


                                                                    Home Reading[image: ]
Please encourage your child to read 20 minutes at least four days a week.


                                                                   Fluency Practice
In addition to reading a story, students will also have fluency practice.  A letter will be set out soon to give you more information about this.  Basically, on Monday, students are given a passage.  They will keep track of how many words they read in one minute each day.  The goal of this activity is to increase students reading fluency which means to increase the rate (speed) at which they read.







Grading[image: ]

Grades will be updated in DVUSD PowerSchools weekly.  I strongly encourage you to download the “DVUSD PowerSchools” app.  Please visit the front office to get a code so you can log on.  This will enable you to see your child’s grades 24/7, without having to wait for Parent Teacher Conferences to see overall grades.  


1st-2nd Grade Grade Scale
Students in Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grades will receive marks for their proficiency toward the grade level standards using the following scale.
		4 = Applies grade level skills with greater depth or complexity
3 = Demonstrates grade level proficiency 
2 = Approaches grade level proficiency 
1 = Displays a significant lack of grade level proficiency 

Students in 1st and 2nd grades will receive marks for their overall performance in each course of study using the following letter grade scale.
		E = Excellent )
		S = Satisfactory 
		N = Needs Improvement  
		U = Underperforming 



Odds N Ends

Birthday Party Bucket:  Parents now have the option of ordering a Birthday Party Bucket from the cafeteria!  Click on this link to find out more https://www.dvusd.org/Page/65635 Make it easy to celebrate their student's birthday!The Birthday Party Bucket provides healthier snacks for students and simplifies the process of birthdays!The box of treats will be delivered to the cafeteria and handed out to each student, making it super convenient for everyone.

Toys:  These are a distraction from instructional time and are not allowed at school. Any toys, including fidget spinners and push pop bubble sensory fidgets, will be taken away and returned at a later time.  Scooters, roller blades, skateboards, and wheeled shoes are not allowed at school.

Water Bottles:  Your child may bring a water bottle to drink in the classroom.  Juice, sodas, or colored water are not allowed in the classroom.
image9.png
= (LASSROOM RULES =
| COME == CLASS ON TIME

2. BE READY T3 LEARN

3. LISTEN 2% FOLLOW DIRECTIONS
4. RAISE YOUR HAND - <= SPEAK

9. BE RESPECTFUL @) OTHERS

6. ASK QUESTIONS

7. ALWAYS DO YOUR BEST

8. TRY NEW THINGS

9. BELIEVE &2 YOURSELF

10. WlRK HARD SANDS HAVE FUN|




image3.png
Step 1:

Redirect and reteach expectations
Student verbally reflects with staff member
Natural consequence

Step 2:
Redirect and reteach expectations

Student completes reflection in buddy room
Natural consequence

Step 3:
Redirect and reteach expectations

Assign after school detention or 1-2 lunch period
detentions

Remind student and parent that next offense is
an office referral

Step 4:
Administrative action

Complete office refemal and attach all
documentation (emails, refiection sheet)
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MINOR BEHAVIORS
Handled in classroom

Disruption

Unprepared for class
Cheating

Inappropriate language
Note passing

Put downs/teasing
Gum/food/drink

DreSs code
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Off task
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Public Display of Affection
Property misuse
TardieS
Defiance/disrespect
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Refusal to work
Technology misuse
Electronic device usage

MAJOR BEHAVIORS
Handled in office
Fighting
WeaponS
Offensive language
Bullying/harassment
Skipping class
Vandalism
Theft

Drugs/alcohol/tobacco
Threatening/aggressive behavior (physical or
verbal)

DiSorderly conduct

Inappropriate content
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