Understanding Dual Enrollment Credits
Dual enrollment credits represent college-level coursework, typically transferrable to both public and many private colleges within Virginia, provided the student achieves a minimum grade of C. However, it's important to note that these credits may not be recognized by colleges located outside Virginia. Each individual college determines the acceptance and treatment of these credits.

Benefits of Dual Enrollment Credits
Accumulating college credits through dual enrollment has the potential to help students save money, fulfill general education requirements at their four-year college, promote timely graduation, and provide opportunities to pursue additional majors or minors. 

Potential Drawbacks of Dual Enrollment Credits
Before deciding whether to enroll in dual enrollment credits, students should be aware of potential pitfalls.

First, accumulating a substantial number of dual enrollment credits can impact a student's eligibility for financial aid later in their college career. As outlined in the Dual Enrollment Student Guide: "A bachelor's degree is typically 120 credits. You would become ineligible for financial aid if your total credits earned exceeded 180 credits (150% of 120)." Note that dual enrollment credits count toward that limit.

To learn more about this potential pitfall and to gain a fuller understanding of how dual enrollment credits can influence a student's subsequent college career, we strongly encourage students to consult the Transfer Virginia Dual Enrollment Student Guide.

Secondly, prospective pre-medical students should be mindful of the following policy of the American Medical College Application Service (AMCAS), the centralized application process utilized by most medical schools. Specifically, we interpret the AMCAS policy to require students to list dual enrollment courses and grades on their medical school application, even if the student repeated the course or never received credit for it at their degree-granting college.
