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   CHORUS EXPECTATIONS
Shelia Gatlin, Director

shelia.gatlin@henry.k12.ga.us
Please sign and return the form to me by August 25.

CHORUS CURRICULUM
Vocal Development

1. The singer will consistently utilize correct posture for singing.

2. The singer will work toward a free tone devoid of nasality.  Care will be taken to avoid a “chesty" sound in the lower range (unchanged voices).

3. The singer will have a relaxed jaw, rounded lips and an open throat (raised soft pallet).

4. Proper diction will be stressed including emphasis on the five pure vowels, clear consonants and an understanding of diphthongs.,
5. The head voice (unchanged voices) will be developed, and the range extended.

6. Emphasis will be placed on good intonation.

Sight-Singing

Students will sight-sing in the keys of F, C, G, D and E major using the number system and the following note values: (quarter note and rest, half note and rest, whole note and rest, dotted quarter note and rest, dotted half note and rest, eighth note and rest.)
Rhythm

1. Students will chant, count and/or clap rhythm patterns incorporating the following note values: (quarter note and rest, half note and rest, whole note and rest, eighth note and rest and dotted half note)

2. Students will identify the names of the notes, their rests and their values.

3. Students will explain the function of the two numbers in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, and 6/8 time signatures and will identify and explain measures and bar lines.

4. Students will experience reading rhythms in 6/8 time.

Music Fundamentals

      
Students will identify and perform the following musical terms and signs:

           
Measure, bar line, bass clef, treble clef, fermata, repeat sign, 1st and 2nd endings, D.C. al fine, D. S. al fine, letter names of the    
notes in the bass and treble clefs, Tempo, dynamics, piano, forte, mezzo-piano, mezzo-forte, crescendo, 

           
decrescendo, ritardando, accelerando, allegro, andante and lento.
EXPECTATIONS
All chorus classes at Union Grove Middle School are co-curricular and performance based.  Attendance and participation in concerts, rehearsals, and class is mandatory and graded.  Performances will be during school hours and after school hours.  A concert and activities calendar will be provided to you.  Additional concerts and activities may be planned but you will receive adequate notice of such events. Transportation issues are never grounds for an excused absence from a performance.  It is the responsibility of the parent to mark these dates on your calendar and ensure that your child has transportation to and from the performances. 

GRADING
Grades will be determined as follows:

· Summative Assessments (Assessments) (40%):  Concerts, After-school rehearsals, tests
· Formative Assessments (Practice) (40%):  daily class rehearsal, quizzes, homework
· Final Exam (20%)  

· Modifications will be made for those students with an IEP or 504 plan.

MAKE-UP WORK
Students are expected to make-up all written work when they are absent from class.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain any missed written work.  Obviously, rehearsal time and music instruction cannot be made up, therefore, please make every effort possible to limit absences from class…especially prior to performances. If a student must miss a required performance, regardless of the reason, the student must complete an alternate assignment. This could include a written report, a singing test, or a project. Alternate assignments for missed performances are only given for excused absences supported with documentation.
MATERIALS

In order to be prepared for class, the following materials should be brought to class every day. 

· A #2 PENCIL (not a pen) 
· A designated section in your big academic binder for chorus materials.

· Chromebook & Ear buds
CLASS RULES

· NO GUM, CANDY, DRINKS OR FOOD!  I will allow bottled water in class. I will allow snacks during end-of-day dismissal.
· No student cell phones are allowed in the chorus room.
· Inadequate class participation and/or inappropriate behavior will result in a low course grade and/or the loss of field trip privileges.  Please remember that good behavior does not always mean that you are participating in class as you should.
FIELD TRIP POLICIES
Students must be eligible to participate in chorus field trips.  Any time a student leaves school with the chorus; they are representing our school and will be expected to conduct themselves as respectful young ladies and gentlemen.  Students who cannot do that will not be able to attend other chorus field trips during the year.  Eligibility will be determined by the following guidelines:

· No more than one office referral resulting in In-School Suspension.

· No Out-of-School Suspension at any time during the year.

· Necessary paperwork for trips must be returned by the assigned date.

UNIFORMS

Students will be expected to wear the correct uniform for all performances.  The uniform is the UGMS Fine Arts Polo shirt and long black dress pants or long black skirt. Black dress shoes/socks and a simple belt will complete the uniform.  No large or excessive jewelry that would draw attention to an individual should be worn, this includes large hair bows. The polo shirt can be ordered through MySchoolBucks for $33. Shirt orders are due August 25. If you are in two Fine Arts classes, you do not need two shirts. Please be sure to choose CHORUS when ordering your shirt. The link to purchase the shirt can be found on my website.
Please sign below:

I have read and understand the policies and expectations of the UGMS Chorus Program for the 2023-2024 school year.

Student Name: (Please Print) ____________________________________________  Grade Level: __________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________________
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