House on Mango Street – Vignette Book Project
Due Monday: 10/ 26.  This counts as extra credit and will NOT be accepted late! 
Rather than writing a final essay on this book, you are going to create your own book of vignettes that focus on your life as a ninth grader.  You will use the Mango Street vignettes as a guideline for your own story.  While writing your vignettes, think about all the important people and events that have shaped you into the person you are today and will probably shape you into the adult you will become.  

The following must be included in your book:
1. The book must be bound together using cardboard, colored stock paper, a notebook, or something similar.  An original, catchy title must be displayed on the front with your name showing as author.  YOU MUST HAVE AN IMAGE ON YOUR COVER PAGE. (10 POINTS)
2. A dedication page.  Dedicate this book to someone special (no you cannot dedicate it to yourself!).  (10 POINTS)
3. A Table of Contents.  This will include chapter titles and their page numbers, illustrations, photos and their page numbers, and anything else included. (10 POINTS)

4. If you do not type your work it must be written VERY NEATLY! You can use slang, but no swearing or inappropriate references to drugs, alcohol or sex.  This is a more informal style of writing so you are not restricted to formal language of an essay.  You can use colored paper and any style and size of font you desire.  Your writing should be grammatically correct and incorporate correct spelling.  

5.  The following is a list of vignettes that need to be included in your book.  You must have SIX vignettes in your book.  You can select the SIX from the list below! EACH VIGNETTE MUST BE AT LEAST 2 COMPLETE PARAGRPAHS! Each vignette must have a creative title. (10 POINTS EACH = 60 POINTS) 

a. Your first, middle and last name (ethnicity, origin, meaning, family ties, who gave it to you, other possible names, etc.).  If you need to, discuss other family members and their names too. 


b. Your neighborhood.  Be descriptive, describe the neighborhood using imagery.  What do you see, hear, smell, and feel as you enter your street?  Where is it located? How long have you been there? Talk about your neighbors and their homes and your favorite spots on the block, etc.  Think of memories you have of that street. 

c. Your family (including pets!).  Discuss everyone you live with and those who mean the most to you.  Describe their personalities, what you love about them, and how they drive you crazy.  Think about the relationships between everyone in the house.  You can include extended family members and those close to you who may not live there full time. 


d. Your best friend.  Think about how and when you met, why you are so close, memories of things done together, what you do together that you enjoy, any fights you may have had, and how they figure into your future.  Describe what he or she looks like.  You can make this about more than one person if you wish.

e. Your most embarrassing moment!!!  It may be hard, but keep it confined to one.  Be honest and realize that everyone has these moments.  When, where, with who, how it happened, who was there, how you felt then and now.


f. Your favorite pastimes.  What do you enjoy doing the most?  Music? Movies? Shopping? Talking on Phone? Television shows? Sports? Eating? Computer?

g. Your plans, goals, dreams for the future.  Where will you be in 3 years?  After high school?  After college?  Your dream job?  Marriage? Family?


h. Your earliest memory?  What is the first thing you remember as a child?  Describe and write everything you know and remember.  Think of homes and people to help you get an early memory.

i. A person who has influenced you for the worst or the best.  Think about what you have learned about yourself and life by the influence of this person.


j. Free write!  This can be about anything you choose.  Personal beliefs or philosophy, best/worst memory, best/worst day ever, first experience with death, your religion, another important person in your life, etc. 
(YOU MAY ONLY HAVE ONE FREE WRITE!) 

BE CREATIVE, INCLUDE PHOTOS OR ILLUSTRATIONS ETC. (10 POINTS) 
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