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The Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 2003 (P.L. 108-36) included the reauthorization of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) in its Title I, Sec. 111. CAPTA provides minimum standards for defining child physical abuse, neglect and sexual abuse that States must incorporate into their statutory definitions in order to receive Federal funds. Under this Act, child abuse and neglect is defined as:
"at a minimum, any recent act or failure to act on the part of a parent or caretaker, which results in death, serious physical or emotional harm, sexual abuse or exploitation, or an act or failure to act which presents an imminent risk of serious harm."
If you suspect a child is being sexually abused, getting the proper help and support is vital. Typically, the situations that require reporting are:
· A child is showing warning signs of being abused.
· A child has stated that he or she is being abused.
· A child has stated that another child has been abusing them.
· An adult discloses he or she has abused a child.
· An child has become aware of child pornography online.
· An adult is aware of another adult or child who is viewing child pornography.
· A child states that their friend or family member is being abused.
As a mandated reporter if you suspect a child is being abused you MUST contact child protective services IMMEDIATELY and the police. Please remember, any person making or testifying about a child abuse or neglect report in good faith is IMMUNE from any liability arising out of such reporting or testifying.  The NYS mandated reporter hotline is: 1 (800) 635-1522. Please note, you do not have to make the call alone, all of our mental health professionals have been trained to assist you in making these difficult phone calls.
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REPORT DOES NOT MEAN:

Who? [~ What? INVESTIGATE, INTERROGATE
INVALIDATE, CONTAMINATE,

1 OVERESTIMATE, EXASPERATE,

ACCOMMODATE,
'y INDOCTRINATE, INFURIATE
Where? ELIMINATE, EVALUAT
REGULATE, PERPETUATE,
2 SPECULATE, CONFISCATE

Why?

SUBSTANTIATE.




