Dear Parent, 

As part of our instruction, your child(ren) will be learning about healthy relationships. At this developmental stage, children are separating more and more from their parents and relationships with friends and adults outside the family/home are becoming more important. While this is a normal part of becoming independent, our children need to understand personal boundaries. They need to know that it is ok to say no to unwanted attention or physical contact. 

In August of 2019, New York State became the 37th state to sign Erin’s Law into legislation. This law requires public schools to teach child sexual abuse and exploitation prevention classes to students in kindergarten through grade 8. Erin’s Law is intended to help children, teachers and parents identify sexual abuse. It also provides awareness, assistance, and resource information to children and families who are victims of child sexual abuse. 

In addition to learning the signs of potential abuse or exploitation, students will be instructed on how to ask for help and how to help their friends who may be in potentially unhealthy relationships. Resources will be shared with you and your child(ren) in the event that you need support. 

A parent workshop will be held to share the information being taught to your children, so that you can preview the content and ask any questions you may have. Please note that you may not opt your child out of this instruction. 

For more information on Erin’s Law, please visit http://www.erinslaw.org/erins-law/

Sincerely, 

