What Should I Do After High School?
Short-term training program  
· These can take anywhere from a couple of months to a year or so.  
· Think places like Devry, College of Healthcare Professionals, Everest College, Universal Technical Institute.  
· Includes training for jobs in the healthcare field (phlebotomist, x-ray tech, dental assistant, EMT, medical billing and coding, pharmacy tech or vet tech, etc), massage therapy, cosmetology, mechanics, culinary, police, firefighting, welding, real estate, HVAC.

2-year college
· Two-year colleges are great places to transition from high school to a four-year university.  Consider a two-year college if you are unsure of a career, if you need to work on your GPA, or if you want to save a lot of money. 
· These are colleges like TCC, Texas State Technical College, Blinn, Austin Community College.
· You would earn an associate degree, or 2-year degree and/or certifications.
· These include some of the jobs listed under short-term training program, plus many more, such as training to become an LVN, dental hygienist, computer programmer, air traffic controller, aviation mechanic, interior designer, paralegal.
· You can get a job once you earn your associate degree, or you can transfer to a 4-year university and continue on to your bachelor degree.

4-year university
· Four-year universities are traditional schools that offer associate, bachelor, master, and even doctoral degrees. 
· These are schools like Texas A&M, Baylor, UT, Texas Tech, TCU.
· The first two years at a four-year university will be spent working on the core curriculum and then the last two years will be spent working on classes in the major area. 
· A bachelor degree typically takes 4 years to complete.  After that you can:  go straight to work, pursue your master degree (an additional 2 years), apply to medical school, vet school, law school, pursue your doctoral degree, or PhD (more than 2 more years since you also have to complete your dissertation).
· There are a lot of jobs that require a bachelor degree or higher:  engineers, RNs, business, education, etc.

Work, including apprenticeships/on the job training
· Depending on each job, you will be required to do some sort of training. 
· Obviously, you could get a job at a restaurant, retail store, maybe even as a receptionist at a business.  Some of these may not have room for growth, others will.
· There are a lot of jobs where you can start at the bottom and work your way up.  Some are apprenticeships, such as electrical or plumbing, where you get on-the-job training.
· Other places you can work your way up:  banks, restaurants, retail, general businesses.  

Military
· Talk to a recruiter for specific information on each branch of the U.S. military.  Do not sign any paperwork without discussing your decision and choice with your parents.  Recruiters are often on the high school campuses to talk with students.
· Students can earn college credit while in the U.S. military.
· You must take the ASVAB Career Inventory Program and Test your junior or senior year to determine the type of job for you in the U.S. military.  Your recruiter can set this up for you if you don’t take it at your high school when it is offered.

Military Academies
· United States Military Academy—West Point (Army)
· United States Naval Academy (Navy and Marine Corps) 
· United States Coast Guard Academy  
· United States Merchant Marine Academy  
· United States Air Force Academy  


Career Websites
https://www.iseek.org/careers/clusterSurvey   ISEEK Career Cluster Interest Survey:  This free survey will give you several different career clusters to explore based on your personal qualities and interests.
http://www.texascaresonline.com/ip/ipmenu.asp   Texas Cares Interest Profiler:  Texas Workforce Commission’s free interest inventory.
https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip   O*Net Interest Profiler:  My Next Move 60-question interest inventory.
http://assessment.texasgenuine.org/   Texas Genuine:  Free career interest inventory based on the state career clusters.
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/?excmpid=vt-00061  College Board Big Future:  career search, as well as college and scholarship searches


http://online.onetcenter.org/  O*Net:  Research any career.
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/  Occupational Outlook Handbook:  Research any career.
http://www.careersinthemilitary.com/  Careers in the Military:  Research careers in the military.  
