September 5th, 2024
Whitney Elementary PTA Meeting

1. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
Bethnay Bixler: 
Date; 09/05/2024.
Time: 6:04 pm
Location: Whitney Elementary School Library

2. Secretary’s Report – Kris Nadjem
Approval of Minutes from April 2024 (Posted to Whitney Elem PTA website for 23/24)
Motion to approve by: 
1st: Julie Montemarano 
2nd Sharmila Sookhoo-Samaroo

3. Treasurer’s Report – Molly Sunkle (Vote of Budget for current year $ Adopt Audit)
Balance: $4614
New line for Playground Equipment 
Welcome Back and Conference Lines combined.
Add line item for Welcome Back Sign for beginning of line. 
My goal is to carry over $4,000 for next year.
Audit conducted by Amy, Monica, and Molly. The audit found everything was in standing order, no unusual findings.
Motion for approval:
1st:  Amanda Williams
2nd Olivia Fadenholz

4. Principal’s Report--Mrs. Hawk
Introduction of Teacher Reps Mrs. Fadenholz, Ms. Barrett, Mrs. Bova
Thank yous to PTA: Breakfast, Coffee Truck (LOVE), Kindergarten orientations, 
Connections Program for kindergarten was a success with several learnings but classes seem to be in a better position. 
Garden:  Garden Club, Shed, ways to keep up. Need help with the garden if any families want to stop by, they can—it needs to be weeded. (School wide activity) intertwines it w/ curriculum but need help w/ weeding.
PBIS: still happening—thank you for facilitating.
Friday is Whitney Family Night at SHS football (pep rally was great) building connections. 
Free admission for Whitney Kids. The PTA will have a table, Whitney Shirts, wear mustang gear.
Homecoming Parade 9/26 floats

5. President’s Report- Bethany Bixler
Leadership Meeting:  Reminder of PTA’s mission. 
Thank you cards from everyone. 
Copy of Standing Rules—Whitney’s particular rules, can see Bylaws on PTA page-governs Ohio PTA to follow.
Vote and Approve Ethics Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interests 
	Motion Approved by: 
Committee Meeting: Members agreed no meeting was necessary, but a list of prior committee chairs would be good. (we can do a list) (me)

6. Vice President- Desiree Causevic
Meetings will be on Google Meet

7. Teacher Representative - Mrs. Barrett and Mrs. Bova
Teachers love coffee.
Mrs. Bova talked about wipe books.
	Mrs. Hawk talked about the Math team (book study on building, thinking, classrooms, part of study of wipe books.)



8. Council Delegate- Jeremy Nadjem (standing)
Our school only has one… WE NEED MORE PEOPLE, please join…then one person doesn’t have to go to every meeting (can rotate, or relief)
LEVY: 
Gifted education (Lauren Skota) google doc. 
Lack of use of maker space—not used enough going to push and help teachers.
	Kids really like it.
	Falls on the teacher to implement it.
	Exploration, problem solving, coding.
Magic School AI: only for teachers, allows the teachers to build tests and certain quizzes etc. 
Ohio PTA dues are increasing, fees are due by 9/30.
	We will need to discuss what to raise in the future.
Grants: $9,000 
	Need a rep from a council grant committee. 
	Ohio PTA.
Social Media: any posts can be highlighted Katy Stark (publicity person in the council)
Fundraising: Dances are how they make the $$ There are 4 this year at the middle school. 
	Using givebacks because fees are less.
Elementary Parents volunteer for dances because kids don’t want parents there.9/21, 1/21 2/7 3/21.
Winter break kick off 7-9: New Extreme in Brunswick. (middle schoolers tbd)

LEVY:  4.9 million (1 million less than proposed) apply to the current home value not the crazy increase
	Free all-day kindergarten
	Free to play sports.
	School Supplies $ spent can be proven.
9/19 RALLY for LEVY at the high school AS MANY AS POSSIBLE
Pass a motion to support the LEVY.
Many more events around the levy.
 If it doesn’t pass… many activities could be gone. 
EVERY PARENT 30% of enrolled school age kids will pass. 
Council Directory: send over all our information… (Bethany send to Liz)
Reach out to Mr. Kaminski. 

9. Standing Committee Reports - Committee Chair Meeting Sept 12th 
a. Fundraising
a. (Mums- Amanda Donnellan, Molly Sunkle, & Meredith Deguire)
Parent Flyers in Mailboxes for Mums 
Can set up link but cannot order until Monday.
	Master code, if you can’t get in, message committee.
Sign-up genius (OCT3) will be going out. 9 am delivery… 
Must be picked up at school, one person from each family.
Mrs. Trimper—they will be outside (book fair is that night)
Molly on daytime commitment. Amanda will do it in the afternoon/evening.
a. Butter Braids: will have to piggyback-starts Oct 7th.
	Stoller does everything, not much help is needed.
a. Spirit Wear: 10% back. Local company. They do everything. $2,000 in sales. 
	2 full time graphic artists, they can customize (All year thing) 
	VERY little work for us 
	Anyone in Strongsville can buy it.
b. Fall Festival - Michele Molls & Danielle Adams
Sept 20th—
Face painter, bounce houses, hair tinsel, character artists
Wood painting, decorating a pumpkin, SHE needs help w/ food and people. Ice cream truck to purchase, hot dogs, chips, drink. 
All families welcome, not a drop off event. 
Bounce house waiver form: TBD on waiver for siblings (table)
Donate food.
Assembly Nov 15 Cosi on Wheels. And the day before Spring Break. 



c. Book Fair - Barb Major & Andrea Meeks
Starts 27th
Has no information at the moment
Will be sending out the sign up and is meeting with teachers. 
TBD for more information
Open for Conferences 10/3 all day bookfair 

d. 5th Grade Recognition - Meredith Deguire & Barb Major
Theme: Sky’s the Limit

e. Hospitality Chair -Molly Sunkle & Marianne Dean (Conferences) 
First day breakfast
Oct Conferences (pretzel sandwiches, Aaron doing BBQ) sign up genius for sides. Oct 23—330?
Oct 3 3-430 Mrs. Hawk will confirm the break time to Molly.

f. Membership – Amanda Williams & Sharmila Samaroo
183 people, going good, large donation from a family. 
	     Staff-tastic September
		Share list w/ Mrs. Hawk of who has signed up. 
	Kris to meet w/ memberships chairs.

g. Birthday Book Club - Carla Gamin & Orysia Hartman 
Not present

h. Grants- Kris Nadjem (Need 2 for Grant Committee)
Additional Members as needed. 	
Council Grant: 
National Grant: Members agree to proceed with the Stem grant.
Add grant line to budget (for national grants)
Change committee name to Grants and Sponsorships—TBD

i. Carnival -- Laura Van Vechten & Jackie Steffy	
Laura reached out to Beth Anderson to get it moving. 
Budget issue? No need to put in budget right now. 

j. School Assemblies- Michele Molls
November and before spring break. 

k. Family Breakfast with a Buddy- Desiree Causevic & Amanda Williams
Last week in January 29-31
Too busy in November.

l. Fun Run - Ali Miller & Lisa Tarcy
In progress.
Bethany met with them. (have in spring so we cannot be so busy fundraising in fall) (end of May possibly the 16---Make-up date following week (Thurs))

m. Holiday Shop - Available URGENT NEED
If we don’t have someone, we will not be able to hold it….
WE NEED PEOPLE
The company does everything, not much to do. 
The duration is one week.
Dec 2-6
Q:  Do you have to be there everyday? 
A:  Maybe, if you do not have volunteers.
Barb Major is possibly interested, and she will let Bethany know. 



n. Room Parent – Meredith DeGuire & Michele Molls
Email and post are ready---
2 students in classes:  how to find a better process????????
Room mom is supposed to let you know the entire year….
Written Process get posted in documents. 
Michelle to post….
Budget for Teacher Appreciation… (Need ideas)
Teacher asks for ideas……Chair Massages? 

o. Pizza / Restaurant Night Coordinator - Molly Sunkle & Laura Van Vecten
Chipotle 9/24 online code 4-8
October: White Box Night—Master Pizza…we haven’t heard back might purchase to FEB because the lady had a baby. 
Marcos in October
Conado—November. Waiting for email back, and teacher gift cards, dinner time 4-8.
Buffalo Wild Wings (December)
	Jersey Mikes (Jan)
	White Box (Feb)
	Hooley House (March)
	DQ (April)
	Grand Fiesta (May)

p. Yearbook/Historian- Linda Ali & Desiree Causevic
Continue with 44 pages.
Not a whole lot yet.
$17
One deadline….no exceptions
Email will be coming….

q. Staff Appreciation (May) - OPEN STILL NEED
May 5-9

r. Kindergarten Orientation- Amanda Williams & Sharmila Sookhoo-Samaroo
Morning was calm, afternoon was a little busier.
Less volunteers in the afternoon than the morning. 
No feedback on badges from transportation

s. PBIS Initiative Support - Molly Sunkle
Covered bouncy house.

t. Newsletter- Kris Nadjem
Send things to include anything to kris.nadjem@outlook.com

u. Mother/Son & Daddy/Daughter Events - Meredith DeGuire & Monica Esker
Reserved for 2/27
Mommy/Son dance? 

v. Family Science Night (grade 3-5) Molly Sunkle & Jackie Steffy
STEM GRANT…. TBD

0. Unfinished Business  
Voting Items: 
Motion on the floor for to support the Levy:
	Motions submitted by: 
1st: Amanda Williams
2nd Monica Esker
Code of conduct:
 	Motion submitted by: 
1st: Sharmila Sookhoo-Samaroo
2nd Barb Major


Budget:
Motion submitted by:
1st: Monica Esker
2nd: Rebecca Bova

1. New Business:   
Code of Ethics/Conflict of Interest presented and adapted.
Bookfair/Mum Pickup- October 3
Calendar Finalization
Virtual Meetings
Homecoming Parade—
Representing what Whitney was, balloon arch, wheel of awesome.	
10 kids from each grade level to sign up and walk, (bring bag of candy)
Amazon Wishlist
PTA encompass expense? 
Kiwanis ($500 for all)
	How much? 
$175-200
School related is school providing: No 
Motion selected to reach out to Kiwanis, then donations then PTA to cover the difference.
Motion to accept: 
1st: Sharmila Sookhoo-Samaroo 
2nd Molly Sunkle 

	Council Grant Ideas—Start thinking of some ideas.

	Facebook group:  
Still private but a little more open.
If anyone wants to join, they can as long as they answer the questions.
		Must know the city and state.
		Chapman is the only other school that has not made their page public. 
Posting pics: we are not to post pictures of the kids… inside school and w/in school hours, do not post them.
	
Greet and Treat Oct 28: PTA is helping Mr. Schiebly. 

0. Announcements: 
Whitney Night at Football game - Sept 6th / 
Next meeting - Wed, October 9th 
 
14.  Meeting Ended:
Adjournment : 8:15 pm.

