AVID 9TH Grade Syllabus			Fall/Spring 2024-2025

Teacher Information:
Ms. Chesley Smith
School phone-910-556-5500 
Email: chesley.smith@montgomery.k12.nc.us
Planning: 3rd period- 11:10-1:15pm

Course Description: AVID, an acronym for Advancement Via Individual Determination, targets middle-performing students and those who will be first generation college students who have the desire, academic potential, and determination to succeed in a rigorous high school curriculum; participate in extracurricular activities; and apply to, enroll in, and graduate from a four-year college. AVID provides academic monitoring, study and organization skills, tutorials, motivational talks, SAT prep, and help with college planning, applications, visitations, and financial aid searches.
				
AVID Binder: The AVID student binder is a critical and required component of the AVID class. This binder will contain all of the material for each class each semester. The binder must be organized according to the AVID rubric and will be graded each Friday. The material for this binder as well as the binder will be provided within the AVID class.  

The schedule will alternate weekly between AVID and World History.

Grading: Grades will coincide with World History grades. For instance, all assignments and notebook checks will be a part of the classwork/homework/participation- 35% category.


Topics to be addressed during the 9th grade curriculum:
I. Binder Set-up and Organization
II. Introduction to Cornell Note Taking (Ongoing)
III. Team Building Techniques (Ongoing)
IV. Writing Strategies and Techniques (Ongoing)
V. Critical Reading Strategies
VI. Learning Logs (Ongoing)
VII. Time Management
VIII. Tutorials/Types of Questions to Ask/Higher level thinking
IX. Test Taking Strategies
X. PSAT/PACT Test skills
XI. Socratic Seminars
XII. Philosophical Chairs
XIII. Current events
XIV. Study Management
XV. Goal Setting
XVI. College visits
XVII. Career Interest 
XVIII. Public Speaking
XIX. College Interest and Research
XX. Final Research Project

Many of the above topics will be introduced during the first few weeks and will be followed through the year with a more in-depth approach. An emphasis will be placed on the topics labeled “ongoing.”

Tutorials: Tutorials will be used to reinforce material from the students’ classes as well as to answer questions that the students bring with them. There are several documents that must be completed prior to, during and after the tutorial session that count as a grade. 
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