World History Syllabus
	Instructor
Caleb Rushing
Phone
(910) 898-9690
Email
caleb.rushing@
montgomery.k12.nc.us
Office Location
Building 100, Rm 225
Office Hours
By Appointment
	Course Overview
This course will cover world history from around 1200A.D. to the present day. However, it will not necessarily go in chronological order and will instead focus on key themes throughout world history. This approach will allow us to cover numerous topics & events while focusing on repeating patterns throughout history.
 Assignments in this class will include daily activator questions, individual and group projects, weekly homework assignments, and bi-weekly tests. There will also be plenty of opportunities to connect what we are learning in the classroom to the outside world to deepen students understanding of history, because knowing your history matters! 
Course Materials
· Notebook Paper (3 ring binder or composition books are fine), Pens or Pencils (personal preference)
· Earbuds/Earphones, USB Flash Drive (these items are not necessary but are very useful)
Course Grading
I realize we are living in challenging times and that school looks very different from years past. Just know that I am very flexible as long as you communicate with me on any issues you face. Take a deep breath, we will adapt and overcome!
The grading in this class will be a points-based system where every assignment is worth a certain number of points depending on importance and difficulty. The more challenging assignments are weighted differently than simpler ones. Below is the assignments and their respective points/weights:
Daily Attendance Activators: 100 points (1x weight)
Weekly Current Event Homework: 100 points (1x weight)
Digital Assignments/Classwork: 50-100 points (.5-1x weight, weight depends on difficulty)
Individual/Group Projects 100-200 points (1-2x weight, weight depends on difficulty)
Participation Grade 200 points: based off classroom effort in each grading period
Unit Tests 300 points (3x weight)
Bonus Points: given out for class participation, answering difficult questions, completing tasks on time, etc…
MY POLICY FOR LATE WORK IS SIMPLE. I DEDUCT A FLAT RATE OF 20% ONCE THE ASSIGNMENT IS LATE AND THE STUDENT HAS 1 WEEK TO SUBMIT THE MISSING WORK FOR GRADING. Exceptions made on an individual basis.
Also, I am a stickler for putting Name/Date/Period on each assignment. I will deduct 10 points if you are missing your name or date/period. This includes digital documents, Word files, Typed Cornell Notes, etc…
Classrooms Expectations
At this point students have been in school for over 8 years and they know what behaviors are acceptable and those that are not. Therefore, I keep my list of classroom rules simple:
RESPECT- respect your teacher, your classmates, the classroom, and yourself
EFFORT- put all your effort into everything you do in the classroom and in life. 
PREPARATION- show up to class prepared to learn, with all necessary materials, and most importantly with an open mind!
PHONE POLICY-I have a very simple phone policy for my class. YOU DO NOT NEED IT OUT AT ALL. The first offense will be a verbal warning. Second offense, I will take the phone for the class period. Third offense, I will give it to Dr. Seawell until the end of the day. 



This syllabus is the guidebook for this class and it is vital that you read and understand everything mentioned above. If you have any questions about anything you have read in this syllabus please do not hesitate to email or call me. 






	
Current Event Homework
1. Read an article in a newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or watch a news segment, documentary, or web video on a current event that relates to Social Studies.  It can be a current event at the local, state, national, or even international level.  NOTE: I DO NOT WANT ARTICLES ABOUT SPORTS OR CELEBRITY GOSSIP! THE CURRENT EVENT MUST RELATE TO WORLD HISTORY IN SOME WAY!
2. While reading or watching you will create a 5W (WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY). Then you will write a 2-paragraph response after reading/watching about the current event.  The 1st paragraph will be a brief summary of the current event.  The 2nd paragraph will be your response/opinion about the event and why the current event is important/influential.  Each paragraph needs to have a minimum of 4 sentences. I will deduct 10 points for each missing sentence or repeated sentence.
3. These 2-paragraph papers will be due every week on Thursday and will be assigned every week from now until the end of the year unless I inform you otherwise. It can be submitted via Canvas or on paper.
4. Some good resources for finding current events on the internet are:
a. www.cnn.com/ or www.cnn.com/studentnews
b. www.bbc.co.uk/news/
c. www.usatoday.com/
d. www.sunnyskyz.com
e. www.foxnews.com
f. There are many other news websites just make sure they are a credible and legit site. 


Helpful Hints

· DO NOT PLAGARIZE OR YOU WILL GET A ZERO!!! I can tell the difference between an 8th grader and a Professional Journalist’s writing.
· DO NOT WRITE “I DON’T CARE” in the opinion section. If you aren’t interested in what you are reading, choose another article. 
· When summarizing use the info from your 5 W’s to guide you. (WHO WHAT WHEN WHERE WHY)
· If you struggle with reaching 4-5 sentences in the Opinion Paragraph then ask yourself these questions: What if I was there? Why does this matter? How does this affect me/the world? What can we learn from this event?
· If you are going to be absent on Thursday or have bad handwriting you can submit the Current Event on Canvas.







Here is an example of a Quality Current Event:
Who: America, hackers 
What: ATM hacking is getting more attention in the United States 
When: January 31st, 2018
Where: America 
Why: this is important because people’s money could be stolen 

     The Secret Service has begun to warn the banks about a new threat. Hackers have a newly discovered way of hacking into ATM machines. This is called ‘jack-potting’ and it is where the hackers can force the money to dispense rapidly. It is said that this is the first time this certain technique has been used on the American public. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]    This topic is important because hackers are becoming more and more efficient. Due to new technology, it is easier for them to figure out a way of breaking into things like machines, software, etc. I believe we should pay more attention to this and maybe make our security better. This could affect anyone who keeps their money in a bank that could potentially be robbed. 
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