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I. Description

This course will be an overview of the rise, maintenance, and fall of the great civilizations of ancient Europe, primarily the Greek and Roman Empires.  Students will receive an in-depth survey of the importance of these civilizations in their own context as well as their impact on the formation of modern day philosophy, religion, language, and governmental principles.  Course material will cover from the coalescence of the Greek city-states, through the rise of Alexander’s empire and the spread of classical Hellenism, to the rise of the Roman Republic, its transition to empire, and its eventual collapse.  This period is the foundational time for all western cultures and civilizations, and is crucial to a student’s understanding of all philosophical, historical, linguistic, and governmental principles that follow after it.
The course will also have an extensive writing component.  Students will be expected to compose argumentative essays on a variety of historical topics relevant to the content:  that is, to espouse a cogent thesis, to support it with factual evidence, and to defend it from refutation both in written and oral formats.  Reading, writing, critical thinking, and analytical skills will be a crucial focus of the course work.

* It is my intention to teach this course as honors-level instruction.  The material presented and the assignments required will assume a base standard of student ability in the areas of reading and writing, and will further intensively develop these skills.  It would be both fitting and appropriate that students receive honors credit and quality points for the completion of this class, as I intend to make it at least as difficult as the honors-level history and English classes in which they are currently enrolled.  No specific course prerequisites will be required (knowledge of Latin will help, but is not a requirement), but students should at least be currently considered capable of honors-level work in English and history.

II.  Student Goals
Competency Goal 1:  Ancient Greece (1800 B.C. – 146 B.C) – The learner will identify, analyze, and evaluate the causes and results of the rise of the Greek city-states, their contributions to western civilization, and their transmission throughout the ancient world through the vehicle of Alexander’s Hellenism.


Objectives:

1.01
Identify factors leading to the coalescence (synoecism) of the Greek city-states (polies) and 



analyze the impact of Greek colonization throughout the Mediterranean.

1.02
Assess the impact of Greek religion and mythology on the development of its culture, particularly the importance of the poetic epics Iliad and Odyssey. 

1.03
Evaluate the opposing governmental models of totalitarianism and democracy, as presented by the cities of Sparta and Athens, and trace their development through later European cultures.

1.04
 Analyze and assess the causes and effects of the Persian invasions of Greece.
1.05
Identify the factors leading to the Peloponnesian War and assess the ultimate impact of this conflict on Athens and Sparta.

1.06
Trace the rise of Alexander’s Empire from his conquest of Egypt and Persia to its dissolution shortly after his death.

1.07
Evaluate the impact of Hellenistic culture on the ancient world, and analyze the effectiveness of Alexander’s Empire as a vehicle for its transmission.
Competency Goal 2:  The Roman Republic (754 B.C. – 31 B.C.) – The learner will investigate significant events, people, and conditions surrounding the formation of Roman culture and the rise of the Res Publica, as well as the events leading to its eventual transition to an Imperial state.


Objectives:  

2.01
Identify the roots of Roman culture in the fusion of ancient Latin, Italian, Etruscan, and Greek cultures.

2.02
Compare the Greek gods and mythology with the indigenous religions of ancient Italy, and analyze the fusion of the two in the Roman state religion.
2.03
Describe the instruments and principles of government under the Roman Republic and analyze their impact on the formation of later Republican constitutional governments, particularly our own.

2.04
Trace the rise of the city of Rome and its dominance over the other tribes of the Italian peninsula.

2.05
Analyze the causes and effects of the Punic Wars and evaluate the war as a clash of opposing cultures.

2.06
Analyze the motivations and evaluate the impact of social reformers and military demagogues of the later Republic, such as the Gracchi, Saturninus, Marius, and Sulla, and describe how their policies and personal ambitions helped lead to the destabilization of the Republic.

2.07
Identify the causes of the civil wars of the late Roman Republic and trace their development through the rise of Julius Caesar and evaluate his impact on world history.

2.08
Trace the rise of Octavian, his conflict with Mark Antony and Cleopatra, and his eventual transformation of the Republic to Principate.
Competency Goal 3:  The Roman Empire (31 B.C. – 476 A.D.) – The learner will trace the transition of Rome to Imperial government and its eventual decline and fall and will assess the impact of the Roman Empire on the European states and governments that would rise from its ashes.
Objectives:
3.01
Assess the reign of Augustus and evaluate his effectiveness as a ruler and the effects of his policies in the creation of the Principate.
3.02
Evaluate the Julio-Claudian emperors and contrast their personal inadequacies and failures with their effectiveness as rulers.

3.03
Describe the Empire during the Pax Romana and analyze the effectiveness of Roman-enforced peace on the provinces dominated by Rome.

3.04
Trace the Empire through the periods of the Good Emperors, the Severan Dynasty,  and the Third Century Crisis and compare Roman life during contrasting periods of prosperity and chaos.

3.05
Analyze the impact of Diocletian’s and Constantine’s reigns and evaluate the effectiveness of their reforms and the transition from Principate to Dominate.

3.05
Trace the rise of Christianity and its conflicts with Rome’s traditional religion and evaluate the impact of Christanity on the stability of the Empire and Roman culture.

3.06
Describe the invasions of various barbaric peoples from the north and east and assess their impact in the decline and eventual fall of Rome as a sovereign empire.

Competency Goal 4:  Historical, Themes, Tools, Practices, and Perspectives – The learner will identify, evaluate, and use the tools and methodology valued by historians to interpret, analyze, and assess the history of antiquity and evaluate its impact on the cultures, civilizations, religions, and governments that followed after.
Objectives:

4.01
Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources to compare views, trace themes, and detect points of view.

4.02
Trace patterns of history and culture from the ancient world to the modern.

4.03
Assess the impact of ancient philosophy and technology on ancient people and later civilizations, including agriculture, architecture, metaphysics, scientific method,  and military custom, strategy, and weaponry.

4.04
Trace the development of democratic and republican principles through the institutions of ancient government and assess the impact of these ideas on later political thinkers and revolutionaries instrumental in the creation of modern republics, particularly our own.
4.05
State and defend a clear thesis in writing, using factual evidence presented in primary and secondary sources.  

III.  Course Materials
Readings in this course will consist primarily of excerpts from relevant primary sources (in English translation) from the period under study.  These will include, but not be limited to, Herodotus, Thucydides, Livy, Cicero, Dio Cassius, Suetonius, and Tacitus.  These readings are available as public domain documents and will be provided by the teacher.  A textbook will not be required.
IV.  Topical Outline

I.  Early Greece



A.  Intro to Greece, Greek Geography



B.  Greek Mythology



C.  Bronze Age Greece



D.  The Greek Dark Ages


II.  Archaic Greece



A.  Sparta



B.  Athens



C.  Archaic Tyrannies 



D.  Pre-Socratic Philosophy


III.  Classical Greece



A.  Persian Wars



B.  Pericles and the Delian League



C.  The Golden Age of Athens



D.  The Great Peloponnesian War


IV.  Alexander and Hellenism



A.  Rise of Macedon



B.  Alexander the Great



C.  The Hellenistic Kingdoms


V.  Early Rome



A.  Foundation Mythologies



B.  Rome Under Kings



C.  The Roman Republic



D.  Religion in Rome



E.  Conquest of Italy


VI.  Building Rome’s Empire



A.  1st Punic War



B.  2nd Punic War



C.  Macedonian Wars



D.  3rd Punic War



E.  The Gracchi Brothers


VII.  Fall of the Republic



A.  Marius



B.  Sulla



C.  Pompey, Caesar, and the First Triumvirate



D.  Caesar and the Gallic Wars



E.  Caesar’s Dictatorship



F.  Second Triumvirate



G.  Rise of Augustus


VIII.  Julio-Claudians



A.  Augustus and the Principate



B.  Tiberius



C.  Caligula



D.  Claudius



E.  Nero



F.  Religion and Philosophy in the Empire



G.  The Year of Four Emperors


IX.  Later Principate



A.  The Flavians



B.  The Good Emperors



C.  The Severans



D.  Third Century Crisis


X.  Dominate



A.  Diocletian the Tetrarchy



B.  Constantine and the Division of Rome



C.  Christianity in Rome



D.  Theodosius and the Final Division


XI.  Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire



A.  Barbarian Migrations:  Visigoths



B.  Huns and Vandals



C.  The Shadow Emperors and the Fall of Rome

