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Elements of Gifted Identification for MCSD RE-3
Screening: 
All MCSD RE-3 students receive consideration for gifted identification through the Universal Screening Process, which begins when students take the CogAT in both 2nd and 6th grade. The CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test) is used to measure reasoning skills with verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal questions. Students also take the NWEA MAP assessment in the fall, winter, and spring beginning in 1st grade, as well as the CMAS state assessment starting in the spring of their 3rd grade year. Additionally, the gifted education team screens all test scores at least twice per year and works closely with district staff members to identify gifted students. 
Referrals: 
A referral for gifted education can be initiated by teachers, parents, and students. Referrals for gifted identification are accepted September-March of each school year. After March, the gifted education director will screen spring norm-referenced assessment scores and, if necessary, will initiate a referral based on screened data. Any formal referrals should be made after an initial meeting has been held to discuss supports and gather evidence to build the students body of evidence. When starting a formal referral process acquire a copy of the gifted referral form off the MCSD’s gifted education website. The completed and signed referral must be submitted to the district Gifted Coordinator via email or interdepartmental mail. Per CDE requirements, the MCSD gifted education department will notify parents/guardians of the next steps of the identification protocol within 30 days of reception of initial referral. Protocols include but are not limited to further testing, further utilization of the multi-tiered system of support, examination of bodies of evidence, and gathering observation data from classroom teachers.
Common reasons for GT referral:
1. A new student in MCSD with a prior identification that meets portability guidelines.
2. A student receives a qualifying score on the accepted assessments and has a robust body of evidence that would warrant further testing.
3. Teacher observations and evidence of exceptional ability in subject area.
4. Parent initiated referral with a body of evidence that demonstrates superior cognitive ability.
A formal referral to the gifted education department does not equal automatic gifted identification, instead it allows for the gifted education department to explore further testing options and examine students’ bodies of evidence that would support a gifted identification. 
Identification Criteria: 
To qualify for gifted education services, the student needs at least one qualifying score on an accepted data indicator that is supported by a robust body of evidence which further suggests giftedness. Three pieces of data are required for an identification, but only one must be qualifying. The body of evidence is essential to the identification process that includes both qualitative and quantitative pieces of data used to build a better understanding of a student’s ability and identify a strength area. The body of evidence is crucial to the identification process and will be evaluated with great care. The Body of Evidence Review Sheet provided by the Colorado Department of Education will be utilized when examining a student’s body of evidence for gifted identification. See Qualifying Data Points and the Qualitative vs. Quantitative charts below to view data that will be utilized in making a gifted identification.
Important:
· Qualifying indicators must be in the 95th percentile or higher, “exceeds expectations” on CMAS, or an exemplary demonstrated performance.
· All qualifying indicators need to be within the same two-year period.
· As much data as possible should be gathered to build the body of evidence and support gifted identification
Four Areas of Qualifying Data Points:
	Achievement
· Northwest Evaluation Association Measures of Academic Progress (NWEA MAP
· Colorado Measures for Academic Success (CMAS)
	Behavior Characteristics
· Scales for Identifying Gifted Students (SIGS)

	Intellectual Ability
· Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT)
· Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test (KBIT2)
· Torrance Test of Creative Thinking (For Creativity ID Only)
	Demonstrated Performance
· ACCESS
· Performance Tasks (See Handbook)
· Portfolios and Presentations


Note: The assessments listed are not an exhaustive list but are the most common ones used in screening and referrals.
Quantitative vs. Qualitative Data
	Quantitative Data 
· Access Scores
· Cognitive Tests
· Achievement Tests
· Norm-Referenced Observation Scales (SIGS)
	Qualitative Data
· Non-Normed Referenced Observation Scales
· Portfolio
· Student, Family, and Teacher anecdotal evidence
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