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Supervised Agriculture Experience (SAE) projects are an integral component of a student’s experience in the Cass Career Center Agriculture Program.  With SAEs, a student designs a project to gain hands-on experience and develop skills in agricultural career areas which interest them.
 
A SAE project is the actual, hands-on application of concepts and principles learned in the agricultural education classroom. Students are supervised by agricultural education teachers in cooperation with parents, employers and other adults who assist them in the development and achievement of their educational and career goals.  There are four types of SAEs available for students at the Cass Career Center: 
1) Exploratory - students "explore" which aspect of the agriculture and natural resource industry they are interested in through supervised study and observation.
2) Research/Experimental – students will design a scientific experiment in animal science, plant science, food science, natural resources, or agribusiness
3) Ownership - students own a business, plants, or animals related to the agriculture or natural resource industry.
4) Placement - students work for a person or business in agriculture or natural resources.

All students in advanced agriculture classes will continue/begin their SAE projects the 1st semester of this school year.  Student SAEs and Recordbooks will be checked periodically, but is official due in May 2025.  Students may choose to focus on 1 type of SAE or may choose components of each type of SAE to meet their needs.

Exploratory
· Complete 45 hours of “unpaid” observation or assistance relating to a student’s career interest.  Example projects include: volunteering at a veterinary office or animal shelter, helping build a picnic table, helping relatives with farm chores, preparing land for wildlife habitat, etc….  The 45 hours do not have to just be one project.  You can have multiple projects to attain 45 hours.  You will keep a log of your experiences and hours in your SAE Recordbook.

Research / Experimental
· Complete a research experiment using the scientific method related to animal science, plant science, food science, or natural resources.  Your experiment will require an explanation of why you chose to do the experiment you did, what material and methods you chose, your hypothesis, results, and conclusion.  Example experiments might include: determining the best type of fertilizer to use on bedding plants, testing water quality of streams near Harrisonville, testing the shelf-life of brand name foods against off brand foods, etc…  You will type a report of your experiment and hours worked using the form provided in your SAE Recordbook.



Ownership
· You can raise crops and/or animals and/or operate your own business.  If you choose to raise animals/crops, there is a minimum number you should have:

Beef Cattle – 1 breeding or 1 non-breeding
Dairy Cattle – 1 breeding (cow or heifer) or 1 bottle-calf
Swine (including breeding potbellies) – 1 breeding or 2 non-breeding
Sheep – 1 breeding or 2 non-breeding
Poultry – 15 laying hens or 20 broilers or 10 turkeys or 50 quail
Equine – 1 breeding or 1 non-breeding
Goats – 1 Breeding or 2 non-breeding
Rabbits – 3 breeding or non-breeding
Meat – 1 Country Cured Ham or 1 Slab a Cured Bacon
Dog – 1 Breeding or 5 dog pups (must be for breeding purposes, not just a “pet”)
Cat – 5 Breeding cats (must be for breeding purposes, not just a “pet”)
Bee – 1 hive
Fish – 100 head (use for stocking pond)
Field or Pop Corn – 1 acre
Soybeans – 1 acre
Wheat – 1 acre
Hay / Alfalfa – 1 acre
Pecans / Walnuts – 200 pounds
Christmas Tree – 25 saplings
Wood – 2 cords cut
Strawberries – 2000 square feet of garden
Garden vegetables/fruit – 2000 square feet of garden
Bedding / House Plants – 200 plants grown from seed
Ornamental Trees & Shrubs – 25 plants
Wildlife Food Plot – 2 acres
Any other plant or animal project – ask instructor the minimum amount you will need

All ownership projects must have at least earned or invested $150 during this school year. 

You will record all income and expenses related to your business on the appropriate form in your SAE Recordbook.

Placement
· You will complete 45 hours of paid work.  This can be from one person/business or multiple people/businesses.  The amount you receive per job or per hour is not important.  Example projects could include getting paid to mow the lawn, walk dogs or dog sitting, working for a relative on the weekend, having a job, etc…  Babysitting and house chores non-agriculturally related does not count as a SAE project.  You will record both the hours worked and the amount received on the appropriate form in your SAE Recordbook.

Resources Available – you are more than welcome to utilize the Cass Career Center Ag Department’s resources to help you complete your SAE project.  Each year some students chose to plant seeds in the greenhouse before taking them home for their SAE.  Students will need to come in during advisory or after school to use school resources.

SAE Project paperwork is found in your SAE Recordbook.  Your SAE Project will be graded through the SAE Recordbook.  Completed Recordbooks will be collected by May 9, 2025.
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