La Grange Elementary
School-Based Decision-Making Council
August 26, 2024

The La Grange Elementary School Site Based Decision Making Council met in the library for the regularly scheduled monthly meeting with the following members in attendance: Jamie Parker - Teacher Rep, Kiley Walker – Parent Rep, Tovah Jeffries – Parent Rep, Melinda Hadley – Teacher Rep, Karla J-Stewart – Teacher Rep and Heather Thomas - Chair. 
Mrs. Thomas called the meeting to order at 2:43 pm. 
1) A motion was made by Tovah Jeffries to accept the agenda and minutes.  The motion was seconded by Melinda Hadley and the motion carried with no opposition.
2) Mrs. Thomas reviewed the Statement of Ethics for LaGrange Elementary SBDM Council that is within the SBDM Council By-Laws. (Articles I & II) After reviewing, Mrs. Thomas asked that all Council members sign the Endorsement of the Statement of Ethics and it will be kept on file at LaGrange Elementary.
3) Mrs. Thomas then reviewed the By-Laws for the SBDM Council. Article I (Purpose), Article II (Mission) and Article III (Membership). No changes were made. A motion was made to accept these Articles as written by Jamie Parker. Karla J-Stewart seconded the motion and the motion carried with no opposition.
4) Mrs. Thomas then reviewed Article IV (Duties of Officers and Council Members). Mrs. Thomas noted that the Council needs to elect a Vice Chair to serve in the event that Mrs. Thomas is not able to attend a meeting. Melinda Hadley nominated Kiley Walker to serve as Vice Chairperson of the Council. Tovah Jeffries seconded the nomination and the nomination passed with no opposition.
5) Mrs. Thomas reviewed Article V (Committee System). She recommended one change in the working of the first section – Standing Committees. Within this section it stated “The standing committees are based on instructional practices, curriculum, assessment and student support.” Mrs. Thomas recommended that the wording be changed to “The standing committees are based on instructional practices, curriculum, assessment and student/staff support.” A motion was made by Tovah Jeffries to accept the Article with the change. Kiley Walker seconded the motion and the motion carried with no opposition.
6) Mrs. Thomas reviewed Article VI (Schedule of Meetings).  A change in wording was recommended in Section 2 – Schedule of Meetings. It currently states “The length of a meeting shall not exceed two hours unless Council agrees to extend the meeting to complete the agenda. If agenda items have not been addressed by the end of the meeting, a special meeting shall be called to complete the unfinished business.” The change is as follows: “The length of the meeting shall not exceed one and a half hours.” The recommendation was also suggested to take out the last sentence requiring a special meeting. “If agenda items have not been addressed by the end of the meeting, a special meeting shall be called to complete the unfinished business.” A motion was made by Jamie Parker to accept the changes made. The motion was seconded by Karla J-Stewart and the motion carried with no opposition.
7) Mrs. Thomas reviewed Articles VII (Conduct of Meeting), Article VIII (Minutes and Other Records), Article IX and Article X (Policy and Amendments). There were no changes to these Articles. A motion was made by Karla J-Stewart to accept them as written and seconded by Jamie Parker. The motion carried with no opposition.
8) Mrs. Thomas reviewed the Student Behavior Policy (9001) as well as Monitoring of Student Computer Network Access (4005). No changes were necessary at this time.
9) Liz Dant, OCBE Elementary Level Director, joined the meeting at 3:12 pm. Liz explained Title I and how those monies are determined as well as how they are distributed to qualifying schools and what that money can be used for. No action was necessary by the Council. Mrs. Dant exited the meeting at 3:34 pm.
10) With no additional business, a motion was made to adjourn by Melinda Hadley.  The motion was seconded by Kiley Walker and the Council adjourned at 3:46 pm.
