Beaufort County School District
Athletic Media Pass Rules and Regulations
To ensure the safety of student-athletes, coaches, referees/game officials as well as all qualified media agencies, and to ensure that all qualified media agencies have the appropriate access and working space, the following guidelines and regulations have been developed for all Beaufort County School District (BCSD) high school varsity athletic events (excluding Region Tournaments and South Carolina High School League (SCHSL) State Playoff events).
Media Passes are granted at the discretion of the "home" school. Priority will be given to media outlets that have covered the majority of the school's home games/matches/contests. Meeting this threshold, however, does not guarantee access to Media Passes.

Traditional Media 
Members of the media who are working for one of our local/state news organizations are welcome to attend our games with a valid credential from your network or organization. If you are traveling as a group, all members of the group must have a valid credential from your organization.
Non-Traditional/Alternative Media
· All athletic events will be limited to three (3) non-traditional media groups for outdoor events and two (2) for indoor events. Non-traditional/alternative media includes podcasts, live streaming services (YouTube, TikTok, etc.) …Each group must not be larger than three individuals. All individuals in the group must submit to, and pass, a Beaufort County School District volunteer background check prior to requesting access [https://www.beaufortschools.net/community/volunteer].  Requests for Media Passes shall be directed to the Athletic Director of the host school in writing or via email at least 48 hours before the event.

All game photos taken (unedited) must be provided to the school within 48 hours of the game for which you've attended.  Failure to do so will result in denial of future approvals.

Outdoor Sporting Events
A maximum of eleven (11) Media Passes will be issued for outdoor sporting events (Varsity Football, Boys and Girls Soccer, Track & Field, Lacrosse, Baseball, and Softball). Media Passes will be allocated in the following manner on a first-come, first-served basis:
· Broadcast media outlets in the Recognized Traditional Media Organizations category shall be granted four (4) Media Passes. 
· Print media outlets in the Recognized Traditional Media Organizations category shall be granted two (2) Media Passes.
· Non-Traditional/Alternative Media outlets shall be granted three (3) Media Passes.
· [bookmark: _Hlk173499581]Visiting teams from schools located more than 100 miles from the host school shall be granted two (2) Media Passes.

Indoor Sporting Events
A maximum of ten (10) Media Passes will be issued for indoor sporting events (Boys & Girls Basketball, Swimming, Volleyball, and Wrestling). Media Passes will be allocated in the following manner on a first-come, first-served basis:
· Broadcast media outlets in the Recognized Traditional Media Organizations category shall be granted four (4) Media Passes.
· Print media outlets in the Recognized Traditional Media Organizations category shall be granted two (2) Media Passes.
· Non-Traditional/Alternative Media outlets shall be granted two (2) Media Passes.
· Visiting teams from schools located more than 100 miles from the host school shall be granted two (2) Media Passes.

Media Passes shall not be issued to:
· Individuals gathering video and/or taking pictures for books, documentaries, short films, or movies.
· Representatives of syndicated television, cable, or streaming services who are not producing programs for immediate news coverage (i.e., to air within 24 hours or to report on subsequent games or contests or other current events).
· Individuals attempting to broadcast, televise, webcast, tape, film or photograph the game, contest, or any description thereof for any commercial purpose beyond reporting on the game, match, event, or contest as permitted by the fair use doctrine. 
Applying for Media Credentials
· Requests for Media Passes shall be directed to the Athletic Director of the host school in writing or via email at least 48 hours before the event.
· A valid government-issued photo ID (driver’s license, South Carolina ID Card, passport) is required to apply for and pick up a Media Pass.
· BCSD does not grant Media Passes to individuals under 18 years of age.
· Each Media Pass request will stand on its own merits.
· Membership in a ‘writers’ or ‘broadcasters’ association does not automatically qualify a media outlet or individual for a Media Pass.
· Being credentialed and granted a Media Pass for non-BCSD athletic events does not automatically qualify individuals or media outlets for BCSD athletic events.
· Requests for Media Passes will only be approved for those assigned to cover the game/athletic event.
· Media Passes are not transferable and may not be given or loaned to anyone else.
· Media Passes may not be duplicated or reproduced in any manner.
· Failure to adhere to the requirements of these rules and regulations may result in the revocation of credentials and access to Media Passes for the representative and their media outlet.
· Media outlets will be held accountable for the actions, conduct, and professionalism of all their credentialed personnel.
· Availability of Media Passes is subject to space availability restrictions in working media areas at various facilities.

*Getting credentialed and obtaining a Media Pass is not required for BCSD student journalists, (i.e., members of the home and visiting school’s student newspaper, yearbook, etc.) Student journalists who wish to cover athletic contests are strongly encouraged to connect with their school’s Athletic Director to arrange access to the above-mentioned sporting events as well as opportunities to interview players and/or coaches. A maximum of two (2) student journalists per visiting school shall be granted the same access as student journalists from the home school. 
Authorized Holder
· Media Passes must always be displayed by the authorized holder during the applicable BCSD athletic event. Credentialed media members must carry a government-issued photo ID (driver's license, South Carolina ID Card, passport) with them, always. 
· Media Passes must be returned to the designated representative of the home school at the conclusion of the athletic event. Individuals, and their affiliated media organizations, will be denied entry into future BCSD athletic contests if assigned Media Passes are not returned to the appropriate person at the conclusion of the athletic contest.
· Media Passes do not grant the authorized holder access to team locker rooms before, during, or after games, matches, or events.
Revocation of Passes 
· BCSD reserves the right to deny or revoke credentials for any media outlet that violates the provisions of this document, the restrictions, instructions, limitations, and, or any legal directives issued by authorized BCSD staff at any game, match, event or contest. Despite the foregoing, BCSD staff may not engage in viewpoint discrimination in the denial or revocation of credentials. 
· Any media member intoxicated, under the influence of / in possession of alcohol or illegal drugs, using tobacco or nicotine products, or abusing prescription drugs or acting unprofessionally will have their Media Pass revoked and will be escorted off BCSD property. Individuals who engage in the behavior mentioned above and their affiliated media organization will be denied future Media Passes at all BCSD schools. 
· Individuals and/or media organizations that violate the BCSD Media Access Rules and Regulations and lose access to Media Passes at one school lose access to Media Passes at all BCSD schools.
· Individuals and their affiliated media organization who have been denied future Media Passes shall have the right to appeal the decision to the District Athletic Director. Any individual or their affiliated media organization must file their appeal within thirty (30) calendar days of the event from which the media member was removed. 
In-Game Guidelines
· No media members (traditional or non-traditional) may enter a locker room at any time.
· No media members may enter the player/coach area on the sideline.
· Media members must always remain 6 feet from the sideline around the perimeter of the field.  No Media members may enter the field of play except for pre-game, half-time, and post-game.
· Drones are not permitted to be flown during outdoor sports events.
· All student-athlete interview requests must be made to a coach or the Athletic Director.  Media members (traditional and non-traditional) may not approach student-athletes after the game.  
*Media members who fail to adhere to these guidelines may be asked to leave the game and have future access to athletic events denied.
Interviews
· Coaches and/or Athletic Directors shall determine the availability of coaches and players and the time and length of all interviews.
· Coaches and/or Athletic Directors shall reserve the right to be present during student-athlete interviews.
· Student-athlete interviews will take place in a designated area under the supervision of a coach or designee. 
Risks:
By getting credentialed and receiving Media Passes, outlets and their representatives acknowledge and assume the risks that come from viewing athletic events, including inclement weather (lighting, tornadoes, wind, etc. and being struck or injured by participants and flying objects such as balls, bats, and other sports equipment. 

BCSD reserves the right to reduce the number of available Media Passes at its discretion.
