Scott County Schools Student Illness Information

To ensure the health and safety of all students and staff, we provide these guidelines to schools, staff, and parents regarding illness and school attendance.  Please be reminded that doctor excuses from school are due within 5 days of a student’s return to school.

Fever of 100.0F or more.  This is generally a sign of infection and is the body’s natural defense to illness.  Many illnesses present with a low-grade fever.  Please have your child checked by a medical professional. Your child can return to school when fever-free without the help of a fever reducing medication such as Advil or Tylenol for 24 hours. 

Unidentified Rash—especially if there are open areas, bleeding from scratching or a student also has a temperature of 100.0 F or more orally—many rashes are contagious or indicate a contagious illness.  The child should be see by his/her healthcare provider.

Vomiting or Diarrhea are generally signs of illness, especially if accompanied by a fever of 100.0F or higher.  The child may need to be seen by a healthcare provider if no rapid improvement. Your child can return to school when they have been vomit and/or diarrhea free for 24 hours.

Persistent earache—and/or child is pulling at ears, especially with a fever.  These are generally signs of an ear infection and the child needs to be seen by his/her healthcare provider.

Sores/open sores and/or crusting of skin around nose and mouth—generally indicates a skin infection and the child needs to be seen by his or her healthcare provider.

Extreme redness of the “whites” of the eyes, excessive tearing and itching of eyes, yellow or green discharge of the eyes—generally indicates an eye infection and the child needs to be seen by his/her healthcare provider or eye doctor.  KDE guidelines that all suspected cases of pink eye be referred to a healthcare provider.

Chronic, croupy/barky cough or excessive and constant colored nasal discharge—generally indicates a respiratory illness and can compromise effective breathing.  The child may need to be seen by a healthcare provider.

[bookmark: _Hlk174948163]Flu symptoms—such as lifelessness or difficulty breathing, signs of significant pain.  Healthcare provider visit is needed. If your child tests positive for flu they should not return to school until symptoms are improving, the child can participate, and is 24 hours fever-free without fever-reducing medication. 


COVID-19-If your child tests positive for COVID-19 they should not return to school until symptoms are improving, the child can participate, and is 24 hours fever-free without fever-reducing medication. 

Contagious disease- if your child has been diagnosed with a contagious disease requiring antibiotics, such as strep throat, he/she should be on the prescribed antibiotics for 24 hours before returning to school. 

*Please note: Children should not come to school with fever, vomiting, and/or diarrhea, and will be sent home if these symptoms are present.  
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