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Who are academically gifted children? “
Academically or intellectually gifted students exhibit high performance capability in intellectual areas, specific academic fields, or in both intellectual areas and specific academic fields. Academically or intellectually gifted students require differentiated educational services beyond those ordinarily provided by the regular educational program. Outstanding abilities are present in students from all cultural groups, across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor. (North Carolina. Gen. Stat. § 115C150.5)
 How does a student qualify for gifted services? 

Students’ aptitude scores, achievement scores, performance grades, and motivation/interest checklists are screened and evaluated by the school’s Needs Determination Team (NDT). Students must qualify for academically gifted services as outlined in Cleveland County School’s AIG plan.

What is the process for my child to be evaluated for gifted services? 

All Cleveland County students are automatically screened for aptitude scores, mid-year, in grades three. End of Grade screenings occur for all students in grades three through six toward the end of the school year. When nominations for gifted services or recommendations for further testing occur, parents or guardians are contacted by the school’s gifted education teacher, who will request consent for evaluation.  Recommendations may be completed for students in first and second grade. Beginning, middle and end of year assessments will be used as a screening tool to determine eligibility for nurturing services.

How will I know if my child qualifies for the gifted program? 

After the screening and evaluation process, you will be notified by your school’s AIG teacher. If placement in the program is recommended, you will be asked to meet with the AIG teacher to sign a Differentiated Education Plan (DEP) or in some cases an Individual Differentiated Education Plan (IDEP) and to discuss individual learning plans for your student. 

If my child was receiving gifted program services in another school district, will he or she automatically be placed in Cleveland County’s AIG program? 
When a student moves to Cleveland County and verification that the student was receiving gifted services is received, he or she is placed in gifted classes.


What steps do I need to follow for my gifted preschooler to enter kindergarten early? 

Cleveland County Schools follow the State Board of Education recommendation when evaluating students for early entrance to kindergarten. In the summer of 1997, the North Carolina General Assembly passed HB-1099, allowing early admission to Kindergarten of a child who has reached his/her fourth birthday by April 16 if the child demonstrates extraordinary academic ability and maturity. 

