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Introduction:
Welcome to the Living Environment, formerly known as Biology. This course deals with the science of life and is broken up into the following six core areas:


 
1.  Similarities and Differences Among Living Organisms
 
2.  Homeostasis in Organisms
 
3.  Genetic Continuity
 
4.  Reproduction and Development
 
5.  Evolution
 
6.  Ecology and Human Impacts on Ecosystems

Each student will have a lecture period that meets every other day and will be a combination of lecture/notes, activities (group and individual), visual presentations, discussions and projects. In addition, students are required to take a lab class that meets once every fourth day.   Students will need to fully complete all labs in order to be eligible to take the final exam.

Classroom Preparation:
The materials needed for class each day are:
 
1. Three ring notebook
 
2. Pen and/or pencil
 
3. The Living Environment Review Book
 
4. Agenda
*** All students will be required to have their agenda book in class. A student will not be allowed in class late or be allowed to leave class without their agenda pass. Their agenda book is to be used daily to keep track of assignment and project dates. The agenda book should be kept intact throughout the year.

Classroom Behavior:
In order to have a successful and enjoyable semester together we will need to meet and exceed certain expectations.  Students are expected  to “Raider Up” and follow the “Raiders Have” guidelines.

Rules of the classroom:
1. Be in class, ready to go, when the bell rings.

2. Respect every member of the classroom including your peers, yourself, and the teacher.  Also, respect the property of the school.

3. Come to class prepared at all times.  

4. Remain quiet and courteous at all times during the period.  If you have a question, concern or comment, raise your hand and wait to be called upon.

5. There are to be NO cell phones in class.
6. If there are any problems with a topic, person, or policy, please see me so that we can maintain a positive learning environment.

Consequences:

Failure to follow the above rules will result in the following consequences:

1. Verbal warning and conference with me.

2. Detention with me on the day of my choice.

3. School detention from 2:20-3:30PM.

4. Phone call to parents.
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Grades:
Ten week grades will be calculated as follows: 
 
35% Tests
 
10% Quizzes
 
15% Projects/Current Events
 
20% Homework 
 
20% Labs/Long-term Experiment
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Final grades will be calculated as follows:

 

4/5 each quarter grade + 1/5 final exam (Regents)

***Important: A grade of 65% or higher must be achieved on the NYS Regents Exam in order to receive Regents credit for the course.

Homework:
 1. The Living Environment course requires much reading and knowledge of many vocabulary terms. You will be expected to stay current with all readings.
2. Homework should be turned in at the beginning of class on the date specified. Any late assignments will have points deducted. Late assignments will only be accepted within the unit when they were due.
3. If a class is missed for any reason it is your responsibility to check with me for any missed assignments.

Tests/Quizzes:
1. There will be six major tests, one at the end of each core topic area. You will be given at least three days notice of when the test will be given.
2. Quizzes (mini-tests) will be given during/ after most chapters and may be announced or unannounced. They are meant to assess the daily preparation of the students.

Projects/Current Events:
1. There will be a total of six current event assignments due, one for each unit.
2. There will be a variety of small projects due throughout the year (Ex. posters, web-quests, presentations).

3. One research/long term project with a presentation is required.

Cheating:
Cheating will not be tolerated. The work assigned to you is a measure of your performance and it is expected that everything handed in will be your own. Any copying of homework, tests, or other assignments taken for a grade will be given a zero and your parents will be notified. A second offense will be turned over to the Assistant Principal for further disciplinary action.

I understand and agree to the above terms:

Student name (printed): ________________________________________________________________
Student signature: ____________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian signature: _____________________________________________________________
Phone number and best time to call: ______________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian E-mail address: _________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian expectation(s) of student: _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
