Regents Chemistry                             

           Mr. K. Kwas

Course Description 

Textbook: Although there is no formal textbook, several reference texts are available in the room for student use. Students must purchase a N.Y.S. Chemistry Review book for use in class.

Lab Manual: Wagner, M. Chemistry: The Study of Matter (4). Prentice Hall, Needham, Massachusetts.

Description: Regents Chemistry is designed to introduce the student to a wide range of chemical

applications. The main focus is on basic and fundamental principles of chemistry. At the completion of the

course you should have a working knowledge of the basic principles of chemistry. Included in the topics

covered will be chapters on matter and energy, atomic structure, chemical bonding, the periodic table,

stoichiometry, kinetics and equilibrium, acids and bases, reduction/ oxidation, organic chemistry, and

modern chemical applications. The course will begin with a basic definition of chemistry and build upon

each new principle. Due to the nature of scientific learning, each unit throughout the semester will build

upon previous units and covered material.

Tests and Quizzes: At the completion of each unit, a test will be given in order to evaluate the progress and

understanding of each student. If you know that you will be missing a test prior to the test date, please let me

know so that other arrangements can be made. In the event that you miss a scheduled test, you must be

prepared to take a makeup exam on the first day you return from your absence. THERE WILL BE NO
EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE!
The format for tests will be mainly multiple choice, calculation, and short answer questions designed to mimic the questions each student will encounter on the Regents exam. Additional information regarding format will be given before the first test. Quizzes will be given at some point during each unit. Usually, these quizzes will be announced. However, I reserve the right to give unannounced quizzes ("pop quizzes") and will do so at different times throughout the semester. In most cases, this will be done to monitor student completion of scheduled homework.

Homework: Assignments will be given to accompany the material presented in class. All homework must be completed and prepared for discussion prior to class time. Students will be asked to share answers at the beginning of class and nightly homework may be collected at any time during the semester.

Laboratory: Observation and data collection are integral components of the scientific process. According to

regents requirements, each student must complete all experiments conducted throughout the semester. In

addition, each student will be required to submit written reports for each lab completed. All lab reports must

be submitted three lab days after the completion of the experiment. Late labs will be accepted at a penalty of

losing 20 points during the semester and 35 points at the end of the semester. At that point, a student can

receive a grade no higher than 65%, but the lab MUST STILL BE SUBMITTED. . Students who do not turn

in the required number of lab assignments may be ineligible to take the Regents exam. Additional information

regarding lab will be provided at the first lab class.

The overall breakdown for your grade is as follows:

Tests:  @ 14 - 100% each (averaged) over two marking periods.

Assignments and quizzes are averaged together and will each count as a test grade.

Lab reports: For each marking period, the reports will be averaged and counted as a test grade.

Final grade = (first quarter)*.40 + (second quarter)*.40+ (final exam)*.20

Absences: According to school policy, each student is allowed only ten (10) absences for a full semester

course. Students surpassing this number will fail the course regardless of academic standing. In addition, each student is allowed only five (5) absences per semester for laboratory section. All labs must be made up either during advisement or after school.

Academic Integrity: Any student who is caught cheating will be removed from the assessment situation and will receive a grade of zero for the assessment. A meeting will be held between the student, an administrator, a parent and myself to determine the proper course of action.

Teacher Availability: I will be available for extra help during advisement period and after school. 

Expectations:
1.  Be on time to class; be prepared with notebook, pen/ pencil, and calculator.

2.  Remain silent while I am explaining material. There will be plenty of time to discuss once the material has been presented.

3.  Have homework assignments prepared for discussion and submission.

4.  Complete all assignments, lab write-ups, and prepare for tests.

5.  All students must carry their agendas with them and present them when asking permission to

leave for any reason.

6. See me if you have a problem with topic, person, or policy so that we can maintain a positive learning environment.

Behavioral Expectations:
1.   Show respect for classmates and me. I will not tolerate rude or disrespectful behavior.

2.  Refrain from using inappropriate language. The penalties for this will be severe.

3.  Wear safety glasses and aprons at all times in the lab.

4.  No horseplay of any kind will be tolerated in class or lab. Chemicals can be extremely dangerous

when not handled properly. Anyone caught abusing their lab privileges will be suspended from

lab for at least one week, pending investigation of the incident. Any student who violates this

rule a second time will be permanently removed from lab.

Special Needs: Any student having a hidden disability or special need should see me at the beginning of the first class. All efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of the student.
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