English 7

Mrs. Doctor / Mrs. Polek
      Eden Junior Senior High School

Course Description:  
Seventh Grade English is a blend of introducing new material while continuing to reinforce the developing skills in which students have begun during their elementary years.  Grammar work includes a review of the eight Parts of Speech, punctuation, capitalization, and quotation marks.  Naturally, as we progress through the semester, students become responsible for transferring their knowledge of our language into his/her writing and speaking.  Much of our grammar work is dealt with in our writing.
	Our formal classroom writing revolves around work with Narrative writing, Descriptive writing, Essay writing, and Journal writing.  In literature we study myths, fairy tales, science fiction, and historical fiction.  Two classroom novels are also part of our required curriculum.  Using the knowledge learned in these novels and short stories, the students will do some writing both in and out of class.
	Our vocabulary program is introduced in seventh grade and continues through eleventh grade.  We are required to complete a minimum of fifteen vocabulary units during this school year.  Our curriculum also requires students to complete a minimum of four book reports.  These book reports may not be based on books that have been made into movies.  The due dates will be given out at the beginning of the year, and they will be posted on my teacher page.  The titles, authors, genres, and number of pages for each book reported upon are recorded in the students’ Book Report Inventory folders, which are passed on to each subsequent English teacher as students progress through twelfth grade.
	We also prepare students for the New York State English Language Arts Exam.  We will work with listening skills, reading comprehension, reading and responding in essay form to specific questions based upon the readings, proofreading, and independent writing dealing with specific tasks.






Supplies Needed:
Student should be prepared with a three ring binder with five dividers, blue or black ink pens, pencils, a red pen, two different colored highlighters, loose-leaf paper, and a composition book (journal).
Agenda Books – All students will be required to have their agenda book in class.  Students will not be allowed into class late or be allowed to leave class without an agenda pass.  Agenda books will be used to keep track of assignment and project dates.  The agenda book should be kept intact throughout the year.

Grading Policy:
Grades will be based on the following categories:
1) Homework 
2) Quizzes
3) Tests, Projects, and Written Pieces
4) Class Participation, Conduct, and Study Skills (Organization)
5) Final Project

Make-up Policy for Class Work (including tests, homework, etc.):
Homework is to be made up upon return to school.  Students and parents are encouraged to call school to have homework sent home for absences exceeding one day.  Tests should be made up within a day or two upon return from an absence, unless special arrangements are made.  Students should see me to schedule a time for test make-up.  Students are responsible for work missed during an absence.

Late Assignments:  Assignments such as written pieces, and book reports will be penalized five points for each day (including weekends), that it is late.  After one week, the assignment becomes a zero.  Homework is to be completed by the time the student enters the room for class.  If incomplete, the student receives a zero.






Teacher Expectations:
1) Be prepared for class each day having all your supplies ready when the bell rings.  Follow the directions on the board for the sponge activity at the beginning of class.
2) Arrive to class on time prepared to learn, cooperate, and reach your educational goals.
3) Be polite when others are speaking.  Always be respectful to your instructor and your classmates.
4) Your vocabulary book should be covered at all times.
5) Students will be responsible for themselves and their own actions.  
6) When there is a substitute, student teacher, or visitor, best behavior is expected.  They are guests in our room.
7) All other school rules apply.  No hats, no food or drink in class (bottle of water is allowed), the attendance policy, no vulgar language, or teasing others.
8) I expect each student to complete their class work and homework independently unless given different instructions.  Cheating will not be tolerated in any form.  If you are caught cheating, you will receive a zero for the assignment, and your parents will be contacted by phone or e-mail.  The second occurrence of cheating will be reported to the Dean of Students for further disciplinary action.

Teacher Availability:
I am available for extra help or make-up work during or after school by appointment.  Students are to schedule an appointment in advance just in case I am unavailable on any given day.  Please feel free to contact me at school by leaving a phone message or sending an e-mail.  I will contact you as soon as possible.  
*Please sign and return the next page to acknowledge that you have read and reviewed this with your child.  All students should keep the requirement in their binders for future reference.

*IF YOU WOULD LIKE E-MAILS AND UPDATES ABOUT YOUR SON/DAUGHTER, PLEASE SEND ME AN E-MAIL WITH YOUR SON’S / DAUGHTER’S NAME, CLASS DAY, AND PERIOD.  I WILL ADD YOU TO MY LIST!!!

odoctor@edencsd.wnyric.org
Please sign and return this to class within the first week of class for a homework grade.

Seventh Grade English

I have read the expectations for seventh grade English and understand what is expected of an English 7 student.  I will strive to do my best!

Student Name (Please Print)



Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print)




Parent/Guardian Signature



Home Phone Number 


Cell Number


E-mail Address (PLEASE PRINT)

Again, please send me an e-mail with your child’s name, class day, and period.
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