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Dear Families:

We have completed our first month of school.  Our day is very busy!  In order to keep you informed of our classroom happenings, please look for this Levakoff and Mangino Updates monthly newsletter.  We also will send reminders through Class Dojo. 

English Language Arts:  We have been reviewing consonant and vowel sounds in our Skills Strand.  Not only are we practicing the letter sounds, but also practicing reading texts fluently with a focus on words with the same letter sounds.  In answering comprehension questions, we are highlighting evidence in the text that supports our answers.

Small, guided reading groups will be starting soon.   Everyone is in the process of being retested for their independent IRLA level. Be aware that some students may have been moved back one level ie. from Level 1R to 2B due to the number of errors in their cold read or lack of understanding of the passage.  This should be temporary as they get more practice.  Two weeks ago, we started our Reading Homework.  Students will be required to read 30 minutes every night as homework.  (They are required to complete 2 steps every night.  Each step is 15 minutes.)  An adult should sign each step on a Reading Log verifying that they have seen or heard the child reading. They pick out 2 IRLA books to read and take home.   Another resource is the Bookshelf app.  This gives your child access to books to read on line.  Your child’s username and passwords have been attached to this letter. You may also want to send them with books.  It is important that the books and Reading Log be sent back to school each and every day.  They are reading two steps in school as well. (Each student should be reading independently for a total of one hour a day.)  They should be swapping books each morning as part of their morning routine.  You may find that your child needs to double up on a day due to scheduling conflicts or illness. That is OK! Each week’s log should total 3½ hours (210 minutes) of home reading. 

In writing, we are working on sentence structure with an emphasis on CUPS (C=Capitalization, U=Understanding, P=Punctuation, and S=Spelling).  They have been working from prompts where we practice restating the prompt in our writing journals.  We also practice correcting sentences that were written with errors.

Math:  Ready Math is the name of our math curriculum.  Each Unit is made up of Lessons, and each Lesson is made up of 5 Sessions.  Unit 1 Lesson 1 focused on addition strategies. We are on Lesson 2 learning subtraction strategies.  Most days we complete one session of math.  Attached to the session are homework sheets.  They have a green banner at the top.  Ideally the children would complete these every day allowing parents to be aware of the lesson. However, we are making this optional for parents as we understand that there are time constraints of nightly homework. We may reach out later and recommend that a student complete this practice to reinforce daily lessons.
My Path is an on-line component that is personalized to each student.  They work on skills at their level each day in class.


Halloween:  Students are permitted to dress-up on Tuesday, October 31st for Halloween, if they wish.  They should bring their costume in a bag labeled with their name and teacher name.  We will change into our costumes after lunch.  Costumes must be school appropriate—no weapons (real or plastic) will be allowed.  Students will not be allowed to have their faces covered with masks, etc.  Light make-up would be acceptable.  We will have a Halloween celebration in the morning with games and treats.  If you and your child wish to bring something in, that would be great!  Just make sure it store-bought and packaged.  We have 17 students in our class.  The Halloween Magic Show is at 1:15 and the parade is at 2:15.

Scholastic Book Clubs: If you wish to order books directly on-line with Scholastic, you may do so. I have posted the directions on my website.  Our class activation code is GR488. All students are required to have a book with them every day for independent reading.  Also, books make great gifts!  If throughout the year you wish to use the books as a gift, I could always leave the order at the office for you or send them home in a paper bag.  Just be sure to contact me ahead of time. The October book order is due Thursday, October 12th.
	
Website:  Our classroom website has been updated with information I hope you will find useful.  In fact, this monthly newsletter will be linked to the website.  Also, I have posted my Open House Presentation for your reference




Up-Coming Dates:

Monday, October 4th: Picture Day 
Friday, October 6th: Go Home Early 15 minutes
Monday, October 9th: No School Columbus Day
Tuesday, October 9th - Friday, October 13th: Fire Prevention
Tuesday, October 10th: GLP AIS Info Night 5:30
Thursday, October 25th: Fall Reading Night
Monday, October 23rd – Friday October 27th: Red Ribbon Week
Tuesday, October 31st: Halloween Magic Show 1:15 and  Parade 2:15

	
Happy Halloween!
Mrs. B. Levakoff
Mrs. K. Mangino
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