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Dear Parent or Guardian:
 
The academic departments at Baldwin High School and Baldwin Middle School are focusing on a new initiative building upon students’ academic vocabulary. These academic vocabulary terms will be distributed in all classrooms and teachers will be using these vocabulary terms during class discussions, class assignments, homework assignments and assessments. These academic vocabulary terms are aligned with the Next Generation Learning Standards in ELA and Mathematics and will be seen commonly on state assessments, including Regents Exams, which students are required to complete during middle school and high school. To help with students becoming more familiar with these academic vocabulary terms, it would be helpful to include these academic vocabulary terms during discussion with your children. The extra awareness of these important vocabulary terms will assist students with better comprehension, analysis, and understanding of the curriculum.

So, why is academic vocabulary important to your child's success?

· It gives your child the ability to say what he or she means. By having several words at their disposal for describing an event or emotion, they can be explicit when sharing their ideas and opinions.
· It helps your child understand what other people are saying and what she/he is reading. Vocabulary is the foundation for comprehension. Unfamiliar words become holes in the text, preventing your child from completely understanding what he or she has just read.
· It bolsters their ability to grasp ideas and think more logically. The greater the number of words your child has, the more he or she can interpret ideas from others and express their own ideas.
· It boosts your child’s power of persuasion. Having a rich vocabulary will help your child communicate in a more engaging way. Relying on one or two words to describe an idea will be repetitive and not as persuasive, as relying on a vocabulary of 10-15 similarly descriptive terms.
It helps your child make a good impression on others. How articulate your child constitutes a big part of the impression she or he makes on others.
 
Thank you for your continued support!
 
Best Regards,

Georgia Amigdalos, ELA Supervisor
Susan J. Ferrigno, Science Supervisor
Ricky Papandrea, Social Studies Supervisor
Geri Weinstein, Special Education Supervisor
Lok Yung, Math Supervisor
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