Evaluating/Validating Websites
The Six (6) basic criteria to evaluate websites by include :
1) Authority 2) Accuracy 3) Objectivity 4) Currency 5) Coverage 6) Value

1) Evaluating for Authority or Credibility: 
Who posted the material? Who wrote the material?

Which individual or organization is the sponsor of the page? 

What are their qualifications? Credentials?

How do other people view their work? Is their any controversy

that surrounds their work?

Is there a contact number or an e-mail address for 

contact questions and additional information?
Does the autor cite sources or a bibliography?
Have you verified the contents through other sources? How many other sources confirm or collaborate the information?
How many other pages link to this site and what are they like?

2) Evaluating for Accuracy:

Does the site provide documentation for the information provided?

Does the site provide information that contradicts other sources? 

Does the site provide an explanation of its research methods? 

Can the sources be verified? 

Is there an element of Quality Control?

Is the information free from errors? 

Is statistical information clearly and accurately represented, through labeling? 

3)Evaluating for Objectivity: 

Who is providing the information (e.g. public, private . . .)? 

What is their purpose (e.g. advocating, proselytizing, entertainment, satire, etc.)? Is their mission clearly stated?
Is it free from advertising?

Is the information separate and distinct from the advertising?
Are all sides of an issue represented, or is there evidence of bias? 
4) Evaluating for Currency: 

Are there any dates posted? 
When was the page first posted on the Web? 

How frequently is it updated? 
5) Evaluating for Coverage: 

What is the scope of the work that is presented? 

Does it fully present a  published document or just pieces?
Is the entire work available?
6) Evaluating for Value and Relevance : 

Has the site been subjected to review?
Are the reviews Professional and/or Scholarly reviews?

What types of sites have linked to it?
Does the information support your research? 
Does the site provide additional links that are useful?

Does the page provide more or less information than you need? 
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