Athletic Attendance Policy
Effective August 12, 2024

Rationale
	We believe in an educational based athletic program and approach.  The chances for success in school, and eventually the workplace are grounded in being present at school and in class (and eventually your workplace.)  School is the training ground to prepare students for academic and future success in life.  
	We believe the more our athletes are in class, the more they will learn and that higher grades and academic achievement will follow.  

We make no apologies for setting high standards.  – Nancy L. Zimpher


Daily Attendance Policy – In-Season

Students must be in class for at least 50% of the total scheduled classes on their UHS schedule each day to be permitted to participate in practice or competition for that day; the time missed must be excused.  Students who are ineligible to practice or play should attend practice or game (unless they are ill) but may not participate. Properly documented excused absences are permitted but must be documented and provided to both the athletic office and attendance office the same day as the absence to take advantage of an excused absence.  

Students who have 2 or more unexcused tardies on a given day, will not be permitted to practice or play on that day and should attend practice or game (unless they are ill) but not participate.  

An attendance report will be pulled from Focus during 7th period each day and sent to all in-season coaches for review each day.  

Examples - Excused Absences
· Brief illness & injury – with note
· Medical/Dental visits – with Dr. notes
· Death of immediate family member
· Religious holiday of the specific faith of the student
· School-sponsored field trip, concerts, activity or school-based athletic events (as determined by Athletic Department)
· College Visits – with a note
Appropriate documentation must be provided to attendance office within 48 hours of absence for consideration of an excused absence.  If no documentation is submitted even for the above activities, it will not be considered excused.  

Examples – Unexcused Absences
· Missing the school bus or your ride/oversleeping
· Unable to get a prompt ride to school, car trouble
· Shopping/pleasure/vacation trips
· Excessive illness (without physician verification that a medical condition exists justifying the pattern.)
· Skipping class (on or off campus)
· Club/Travel tournaments
· Work
Just because you have provided a note does not automatically make it an excused absence.  

If it is considered an excused absence by the school, it will be considered an excused absence by athletic policy.  If it is considered an unexcused absence by the school, it will be an unexcused absence by athletics.  

In Season Excessive Absence Attendance and Tardy Policy

First Official day of practice is determined by the FHSAA calendar until the last competition of the season.

The number of competitions for the season will be based on the scheduled competitions on the first official day of practice.  
Unexcused absences and tardies accumulate over the course of the season.  
Cumulative attendance and tardies will be checked each Friday for the following week and action will begin the following Monday.  

	Level 1
	· 5 unexcused absences – cumulative in any individual/same class period
· 5 unexcused days – cumulative
· 3 unexcused tardies during season in any individual/same class period.
	Action - Not permitted to be dismissed early for athletic competition for the remainder of the season.
Action – Official Warning letter sent home to parent/legal guardian that must be signed & returned to athletic office prior to being permitted to compete in a game or competition. 

	Examples
· Susie is late to 5th period 3 times.
· Johnny has 5 unexcused absences for 1st period.

	Level 2
	· 8 unexcused absences – cumulative in any individual/same class period
· 10 total unexcused absences – cumulative in any/combined class periods
· 10 days – cumulative absences
· 6 unexcused tardies – in season in any individual/same class period
· 10 unexcused tardies – in season in any combination of class periods.
	Action – Suspension of 10% of your scheduled games/tournaments of your season or the remainder of season if less than 10% remain.
	Examples
· Susie is late to 5th period 3 more times
· Johnny has 5 more unexcused absences in 1st pd.
· Robbie has 10 unexcused tardies combined in 1st, 2nd, and 6th pds.

	Level 3
	· 13 unexcused absences – cumulative in any individual/same class period
· 15 unexcused absences – cumulative in any combination of class periods
· 15 days of unexcused absences
· 10 unexcused tardies – in season in any individual/same class period
· 15 unexcused tardies – in season in any combination of class periods
	Action - Suspension of an additional 10% of your scheduled games/tournaments or the remainder of the season if an additional 10% does not exist.
	Examples
· Susie is late to 5th period 4 more times
· Jenny has 15 absences spread out over all 7 class periods.
· Bobby has 15 unexcused tardies combined in periods 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th period. 

	Level 4
	16 unexcused absences – cumulative in any individual/same class period
20 unexcused absences in any combination of class periods
20 days of unexcused absence
15 unexcused tardies – in season in any individual/same class period
20 unexcused tardies – in season in any combination of class periods.
	Action - Removal from the team.  Counted as an incomplete season of participation
No awards or counting towards PE waiver
	




Out of Season Excessive Absence and Tardy Policy

The time between the first day of school and the Monday of the first day of practice for winter and spring sports and consequences will be implemented during your season.

The time between the last day of a team’s competition and the end of the school year will constitute out of season.  For fall athletes consequences will be implemented the following season.  For some winter and spring athletes it may be implemented the following year depending on when absences occur.  

	10 – 18 unexcused out of season absences
	Athlete will start next season at Level 1 in consequences and absences.
	Examples:
Susie, a volleyball player, accumulates 12 unexcused absences during the months of January – May, she will start her next volleyball season at a Level 1, with an Official Letter of warning and not permitted to be dismissed early for athletic competition.  

	19 or more unexcused out of season absences (10% or more of the school year.)
	Athlete will start next season at Level 2 in consequences and absences. 
	Examples:
Davey was a ninth grader last year (24 – 25) and was not an athlete.  However, he accumulated 30 unexcused absences last school year (24 – 25), he will begin at a Level 2 action step.  

Johnny was a basketball player.  During the months of August, September and October, Johnny accumulated 19 unexcused absences.  He will begin his basketball season at Level 2 action steps.  



