Books for Ages 3 – 2nd Grade
If you are unsure of a book title to read, you are welcome to visit the Youth room of our library and ask our staff for some ideas, but here are some great suggestions.  All the books on this list are suitable for children 3-6 years old.

The Tale of Peter Rabbit – Beatrix Potter

Winnie the Pooh – A. A. Milne

The Story of Babar – Jean de Brunhoff


The Story about Ping – Marjorie Flack

Little Toot – Hardie Gramatky



Madeline – Ludwig Bemelmens

Mike Mulligan – Virginia Lee Burton


Curious George – H. A. Rey

The Little House – Virginia Lee Burton


Harry the Dirty Dog – Gene Zion

The Cat in the Hat – Dr. Seuss (or most any other Seuss)  
Little Blue and Little Yellow – Leo Lionni
Go, Dog, Go! – P.D. Eastman



The Berenstain Bears – Stan & Jan Berenstain

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile – Bernard Waber


Brown Bear, Brown Bear…  - Bill Martin, Jr. 

Corduroy – Don Freeman



Peace at Last – Jill Murphy

Gorilla – Anthony Browne



Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy – Lynley Dodd

Possum Magic – Mem Fox



Guess How Much I Love you? – Sam McBratney

Olivia – Ian Falconer




Millions of Cats – Wanda Gag

Caps for Sale – Esphyr Slobodkina


Stone Soup – Marcia Brown

Crictor – Tomi Ungerer




The Snowy Day – Ezra Jack Keats

Amelia Bedelia – Peggy Parish



The Giving Tree – Shel Silverstein

Frog and Toad are Friends – Arnold Lobel

Alexander and the Terri ble… - Judith Viorst

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie – Laura Joffe Numeroff
Stellaluna – Janell Cannon

Of course, there are hundreds of other great titles.  Look for a book with colorful pictures, short text, and a story you like!

For those older students (about 2nd grade, or younger ones with a good attention span) these book titles provide some fun options… with older kids you may want to try some poetry or short stories!
Wayside School Gets a Little Stranger -Louis Sachar (a chapter book, but I think you could read each chapter separately)

 

Encyclopedia Brown Cracks the Case -Donald Sobol

 

Amelia Bedelia, Rocket Scientist? -Herman Parish

 

And to Think That I Saw It On Mulberry Street -Dr. Seuss

 

The Lorax  - Dr. Seuss

 

Jackie's Bat  -Marybeth Lorbiecki (about Jackie Robinson)

 

For Sure!  For Sure! -Hans Christian Andersen

 

Night Boat to Freedom -Margot Theis Raven

 

The Graves Family Goes Camping -Patricia Polacco (Michigan author)
 

The Loathsome Dragon -fairy tale retold by David Wiesner and Kim Kahng

 

Tomie DePaola's Big Book of Favorite Legends (4 legends, one each from Texas, Wyoming, Mexico and Italy)

 

Saving the Liberty Bell by Megan McDonald (nonfiction)
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Books for Third Graders

2030: A Day in the Life of Tomorrow's Kids by Amy Zuckerman and Jim Daly, illustrated by John Manders (Dutton, 2009). 32 pages.  

Best Friends for Frances by Russell Hoban, illustrated by Lillian Hoban (Harper Collins, 1969). 
32 pages.  Reading Level: Grades 2-3, Read to Self. 

The Facts and Fictions of Minna Pratt by Patricia MacLachlan (HarperCollins, 2004). 
 144 pages. Read Aloud: Ages 8+. Read Alone: Ages 9+. 

George and Martha by James Marshall (Houghton Mifflin Company, 1974). 48 pages.  Third-grader Read to Self. 

Hedgie's Surprise by Jan Brett (Putnam Juvenile, 2000). 32 pages.  Third-grader Read to Self. 

A Letter to Amy by Ezra Jack Keats (Puffin, reprint edition, 1998)  32 pages. Reading Level: Grades 2-3, Read to Self 

Stellaluna by Janell Cannon (Harcourt Children's Books, April 30, 1993).  46 pages. 

That's What Friends Are For by Florence Parry Heide and Sylvia Van Clief, illustrated by Holly Meade (Candlewick, 2003).  40 pages. Reading Level: Grades 2-3, Read to Self. 

Fairy Tale Feasts: a Literary Cookbook for Young Readers and Eaters written by Jane Yolen and Heidi E. Stemple, illustrated by Philippe Beha (Crocodile Books, 2006). 197 pages. Reading grade level: 3, Interest grade level: K-5. 

How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World by Marjorie Priceman (Dragonfly Books, 1996). 

Frindle by Andrew Clements, illustrated by Brian Selznick (Aladdin, 1998). 
I and You and Don't Forget Who: What Is a Pronoun? by Brian P. Cleary, illustrated by Brian Gable. (Lerner Publishing Group, 2004). 

Summer Reading is Killing Me by Jon Scieszka, illustrated by Lane Smith (Puffin, 2000). 
Dexter the Tough by Margaret Peterson Haddix, illustrated by Mark Elliott, (Simon & Schuster, 2007). 144 pages. 

Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco (Philomel, 1988). 40 pages. 

Books with Positive Messages Are We There Yet? by Alison Lester (Kane/Miller Book Publishers, 2005). 32 pages.  

Babe the Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith, illustrated by Mary Rayner (Random House, 1995). Publisher's Recommended Reading Level: Ages 9-12, Read Aloud: 6-8, Read Alone: 9-12. 

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo (Candlewick, 2001). 

The Conquerors by David McKee (Andersen Press, 2005). 32 pages. 

Dream: A Tale of Wonder, Wisdom, & Wishes by Susan V. Bosak, illustrated by various artists (TCP Press, 2004). 40 pages. 

Hachiko Waits by Leslea Newman, illustrated by Machiyo Kodaira (Henry Holt, 2004). 

Judy Moody by Megan McDonald (Candlewick, 2002). 

Letters from Rapunzel by Sara Lewis Holmes (HarperCollins, 2007). 184 pages. 

Loser by Jerry Spinelli (HarperCollins Children's Books, 2003). 218 pages. Publisher's Recommended Reading Level: Ages 8-12, Read Aloud: 8+, Read Alone: 9+. 

Paint the Wind by Pam Munoz Ryan (Scholastic Press, 2007). 327 pages. 

Please Write in This Book by Mary Amato, illustrated by Eric Brace (Holiday House, 2006). 

The Quiltmaker's Gift by Jeff Brumbeau, illustrated by Gail de Marcken (Scholastic Press, 2001). 

The Quiltmaker's Journey by Jeff Brumbeau, illustrated by Gail de Marcken (Orchard, 2005). 
A prequel to The Quiltmaker's Gift. 

The Rag Coat by Lauren Mills (Little, Brown Young Readers, 1991). 

Thunder Rose by Jerdine Nolen, illustrated by Kadir Nelson (Harcourt Brace, 2003). 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Joseph Schindelman (Alfred A. Knopf, 1964). 176 pages.   Read Aloud: Ages 5-8. Read Alone: Ages 9-12. 

Half Magic by Edward Eager (Oxford University Press, 2000, originally published in 1954). 208 pages. 

Homer Price by Robert McCloskey (Puffin, reissue 1976, originally published in 1943). 160 pages. 

Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Wilder, illustrated by Garth Williams (HarperCollins Children's Books, 2007). 256 pages. Read Aloud: Ages 9-12. Read Alone: Ages 9-12
Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie (HarperFestival, 2003). 240 pages. Publisher's Recommended Reading Level: Ages 9-12, Read Aloud: 8+

Rabbit Hill by Robert Lawson (Puffin, reissue 2007, originally published in 1944). Perfect for a parent-child book club. 128 pages. 

The Wheel On the School by Meindert Dejong, illustrated by Maurice Sendak (Harper Trophy, 1972).  320 pages. 
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken, illustrated by Pat Marriott (Dell Yearling, 1987).  192 pages. 

The Castle Corona by Sharon Creech, illustrated by David Diaz (HarperCollins, 2007). 336 pages. Recommended Reading Level: Ages 8-12, Read Aloud: 8+, Read Alone: 8+. 

How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell (Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2004). 
224 pages. 

In the Ice Age: Andrew Lost #12 by J.C. Greenburg (Stepping Stone, 2005). 85 pages. 

Knights of the Kitchen Table by Jon Scieszka (Puffin, 2004).  

Lost Treasure of the Emerald Eye, Geronimo Stilton Series, by Geronimo Stilton (Scholastic, 2004).  

The McElderry Book of Grimms' Fairy Tales by Emma Chichester Clark, illustrated by Saviour Pirotta (Simon & Schuster/Margaret K. McElderry, 2006).  128 pages. 

Mightier Than the Sword: World Folktales for Strong Boys by Jane Yolen, illustrated by Raul Colon (Silver Whistle, 2003). Yolen has written a similar anthology for girls, Not One Damsel in Distress: World Folktales for Strong Girls. 128 pages. 

My Curious Uncle Dudley by Barry Yourgrau, illustrated by Tony Auth (Candlewick Press, 2004). 224 pages. 

The Tail of Emily Windsnap by Liz Kessler, illustrated by Sarah Gibb (Orion Children's Books, 2004). 208 pages. 

The Trial of Cardigan Jones by Tim Egan. (Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004).  

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1975). 139 pages. Read Aloud: Ages 8-9. Read Alone: Ages 9+. 

Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg (Houghton Mifflin, 1988).  32 pages. 

Zathura by Chris Van Allsburg (Houghton Mifflin, 2002). 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick (Scholastic, 2007). 533 pages. Publisher's Recommended Reading Level: Ages 8-11, Read Aloud: 8+, Read Alone: 9+. 

Molly's Pilgrim by Barbara Cohen, illustrated by Daniel M. Duffy (HarperCollins, 1998). 32 pages. 

Morning Girl by Michael Dorris (Hyperion Books for Children, 1992). 74 pages. Publisher's Recommended Reading Level: 9-12, Read Aloud: 7+, Read Alone: 8+. 

Traveling Man: The Journey of Ibn Batutta 1325-1354 by James Rutherford (Houghton Mifflin, 2001).  40 pages. 

Freddy the Detective by Walter Brooks, illustrated by Kurt Wiese (Puffin, 2001). 272 pages. 

Lizard Music by Daniel Manus Pinkwater (Yearling, 1996). 144 pages. 

Shredderman: Secret Identity by Wendelin Van Draanen, illustrated by Brian Briggs (Yearling, 2004).  144 pages. 

The Case of the Sneaky Snowman by Carolyn Keene, illustrated by Macky Pamintuan (Aladdin, 2006).  96 pages. 

The Long Winter by Laura Ingalls Wilder (HarperTrophy, 2004).  352 pages. 

Winter of the Ice Wizard "Magic Tree House" series #32, by Mary Pope Osborne (Random House, 2004).  128 pages. 

Babymouse: Camp Babymouse by Jennifer L. Holm & Matthew Holm (Random House, 2007). 96 pages. 

Danny: The Champion of the World by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Quentin Blake (Puffin, 1998). 

Doctor DeSoto by William Steig (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1990).  32 pages. 
Runny Babbit: A Billy Sook by Shel Silverstein (HarperCollins Children's Books, 2005). 96 pages. 

Wayside School Gets a Little Stranger by Louis Sachar (Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, 2004). 169 pages. 

The Worst Band in the Universe by Graeme Base (Harry N. Abrams, 1999).  48 pages. 
The Dog That Stole Home by Matt Christopher (Little, Brown, 1996). 

Girl Wonder: A Baseball Story in Nine Innings by Deborah Hopkinson, illustrated by Terry Widener (Atheneum, 2003). 

Yang the Youngest and His Terrible Ear by Lensey Namioka (Yearling, 1994). 

Nonfiction
Amelia to Zora: Twenty-six Women Who Changed the World by Cynthia Chin-Lee, illustrated by Megan Halsey and Sean Addy (Charlesbridge Publishing, 2005). 32 pages.  

Author: A True Story by Helen Lester (Houghton Mifflin/Walter Lorraine Books, 1997). 32 pages. 

Bill Peet: An Autobiography written and illustrated by Bill Peet (Houghton Mifflin Children's Books, 1989). 189 pages. Read Alone: 9-12 

Houdini: World's Greatest Mystery Man and Escape King by Kathleen Krull, illustrated by Eric Velasquez (Walker and Company, 2005). 28 pages. Interest grade level: 2-5. 

Leonardo da Vinci by Diane Stanley (HarperCollins, 2000). 44 pages. Recommended Reading Level: Ages 9-12, Read Aloud: 5-7, Read Alone: 8-12. 

Reaching for the Moon written by Buzz Aldrin, illustrated by Wendell Minor (HarperCollins, 2005). 40 pages. Reading grade level: 4, Interest grade level: K-3. 

So You Want to be An Explorer? by Judith St. George, illustrated by David Small (Philomel, 2005). 

Where Was Patrick Henry on the 29th of May? by Jean Fritz, illustrated by Margot Tomes (Penguin Putnam,1975). 48 pages. Recommended Reading Level: 9-12, Read Aloud: 9+, Read Alone: 9+.
Ice-Cream Cones for Sale by Elaine Greenstein (Arthur A. Levine Books, 2003). . 

The American Story: 100 True Tales from American History by Jennifer Armstrong, 368 pages. 

Animals in the House: A History of Pets and People by Sheila Keenan (Scholastic Nonfiction, 2007). 112 pages. 

So You Want to Be President? written by Judith St. George, illustrated by David Small (Philomel Books, 2000).  56 pages. Reading level: Ages 4-8, Interest grade level: 3-6. 

What if You Met a Pirate? by Jan Adkins (Roaring Brook Press, 2004). 

Living Color by Steve Jenkins (Houghton Mifflin, 2007). 32 pages. Interest grade level: 2-5. 
Polar Bears and the Arctic (Magic Tree House Research Guides) by Mary Pope Osborne (Stepping Stone, 2007). 119 pages
Beats Me, Claude by Joan Lowery Nixon

Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon

The Library Dragon by Carmen Agra Deedy

Detective Donut 2: The Wild Goose Chase by Whatley Ransom

What Really Happened to Humpty Dumpty by Whatley Ransom
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Books for 4th – 5th Grade
4th & 5th grade students need books of greater complexity than the typical picture books that work well with younger students.  There are indeed picture books written for higher level students but they are less obvious to find, so our librarians at Southfield Public Library have created a collection of just such books.  The collection is called Juvenile Illustrated books.  The reading level and story complexity is designed to be more appropriate to higher level students.  These books are a good match for Celebrity Readers visiting 4-5th grade classrooms.  Other suggestions are to look at Folk/Fairy Tales, Battle of the Books titles or short story collections.  Below are some titles, but!

Caveats:  Be sure to read your chosen story before you get to the classroom.  You don’t want to be in the midst of reading and find out that the story has a terrible ending, or is inappropriate in some way (which does happen).  Longer books can be used, but unless you plan to return to the same classroom several times, it’s not the best way to use the time.  Also, it’s good to have read the story so that you can work out pronunciations, know what’s coming and can put some emotion into your reading!  

Remember, this is only a sampling of what’s available; our Youth Librarians can also help pick out a great book!

Henry’s Freedom Box: A true story of the Underground Railroad – Kadir Nelson

The Graves Family Goes Camping – Patricia Polacco

Backpack Stories – Kevin O’Malley

The Elephant Wish – Lou Berger

Tales from the Waterhole – Bob Graham

That Dog! – Nanette Newman

Best Shorts: Favorite Short Stories for Sharing – selected by Avi

Explosive Tales for Children – Conn Iggulden Tollins

Disney’s Storybook Collection – Disney

Genies, Meanies and Magic Rings: Three tales from the Arabian Nights – retold by Stephen Mitchell

Sinbad’s Secret – retold by Ludmila Zeman

King Arthur and the Legends of Camelot – Molly Perham

The Barefoot Book of Monsters – Fran Parnell & Sophie Fatus

Classic Fairy Tales – retold by Michael Foreman
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Reading Tips for Groups

1. Be sure to read the book out loud BEFORE you go in front of the group.  There may be tongue twisters that will trip you up if you are not prepared. 
2. Take at least two books, maybe more, in case they don’t connect with your first choice.  
3. Speak clearly but don’t go too slowly. 
4. Use predictable books/stories – rhymes are great for developing minds!
5. Begin with books that are narrative (not a lot of dialog).
6. Feel free to bring some props if they go along with the book.  (A stuffed dog for a puppy story is fun.)
7. Allow for a question & answer time with the kids.  You might even want to ask questions during the story!
8. Provide emotional support and model appropriate emotional behavior.
9. Get close enough that the kids can see the pictures – bigger pictures are better for bigger crowds.
10. Provide sound effects if the story calls for them.  Silly voices, or singing, are great too.  Read with enthusiasm and expression!
11. Make sure to hold up the book so that all the audience gets a chance to see; this may require turning it to the sides, etc.
12. Let them know that you are enjoying your time with them and with the book through your actions.
13. Choose books that will interest the audience.  Make the story relevant to them.
14. Suggest how you use reading in your home for enrichment, and career for success.
15. Some books lend themselves to allowing the audience to finish a line or sentence.  Encourage that because it encourages them to pay attention and think about what might come next.  
16. Feel free to read the story a second time if they liked it, or if you want to emphasize a certain part.   
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