Lower Dauphin High School 
History Honor Society
Application

Mission: 
A. The mission of the Lower Dauphin High School History Honor Society is to promote the study of history through: 

1) encouraging and modeling research and inquiry 
2) exchanging ideas with peers and professionals, and 
3) providing opportunities for members to volunteer their services to historical venues. 

B. We hope to bring interested students, teachers, professional historians and writers of history together for intellectual and social exchanges that are designed to promote and assist historical understanding for members of the society. 

C. This society is open to juniors and seniors who have earned a cumulative GPA of at least a 3.3 AND passed an AP/Dual Enrollment history course. In May, sophomores who are enrolled in and passing at least one AP/DE history course, and who meet the GPA requirement, are welcome to apply. The HHS advisors hold discretionary authority to make exceptions. If you think you are a strong candidate, then talk to us.

D. We will have elections for leadership, including: President ((senior)), VP ((junior)), Secretary/Social Media ((senior)), and Treasurer ((junior)). Voting details to follow. 

  
Member Requirements: 
A. All members of this organization must meet the following criteria:

1) A cumulative GPA of 3.3
2) Passed (passing) an AP and/or Dual Enrollment History course
3) Code of Conduct violations are not tolerated. HHS Advisors and administration will have the final determination of whether or not to accept applicants or maintain membership.

B. The HHS advisors hold discretionary authority to make exceptions.


Active Membership: 
A. Monthly Meeting: 

1) The LDHS HHS recognizes the efforts of students with various interests and numerous responsibilities; nonetheless, members must be actively engaged in this Society. This means attendance is required at several meetings (typically once a month).  





B. Options for each year:  
	     
1) Conduct (Audio/Visual record & transcribe) an oral history of a US military veteran, in conjunction with the US Army Heritage and Education Center and the HHS Advisors.  (See an oral history packet—at http://www.ldsd.org/Domain/640 --for help.) USAHEC training and possible field trip are part of this experience.  Your ‘historical work’ is stored in Library of Congress!
	
		2) Tutor and document ten hours of help in history at LDHS/LDMS each year.

3) Volunteer/intern at a history-related site that is authorized by the LDHS HHS 
Advisor(s) and documented with a log sheet of twenty hours and a reflection paper each year. ‘History-related’ includes, but is not limited to museums, the Hummelstown Historical Society, colleges, archives, state capitol, newspapers offices, municipal government offices, and libraries.

4) Attend two history-related seminars (like veterans round tables) and/or activities on a college campus and documented with a brief, typed reflection paper for each session.

5) Participate in at least three history related essay/speech contests 	(VFW’s Voice of Democracy Speech Contest for all grades, The Pennsylvania Society’s Benjamin Franklin Scholar Contest for juniors; the JFK’s Profiles in Courage Essay Contest) or participation in an individual or team history contest (History Bee or History Bowl).  

6) Conduct an academic book review/talk/lesson with the HHS. The goal is to explain what you read and why it was important, etc. 
	
7) Develop and deliver a mini-lecture/presentation/lesson on a topic of your choice to the HHS and/or a history class. Prior approval is needed and guidance will be provided for this lesson. It can be done with a partner.  
	
8) Produce an original and significant research paper to be submitted to the Concord Review during junior year.

9) Do you have a better idea? Upon a member’s petition and at the HHS advisor(s) discretion, other options may be authorized.

Application Instructions:  In order to be considered for membership in the Lower Dauphin High School History Honor Society, applicants must complete all parts of the application in a timely and professional manner by meeting the following six requirements:
1.  Filling out the application by either typing or writing neatly in ink;
2.  Completing Part I: Student Data. See Counseling Office.
3.  Submitting a previous (history class) writing sample (hand written is ok) or typing a coherent, convincing, and MLA formatted essay in response to a specified prompt. The essay must be presented in 12-point Times New Roman font and be submitted with a cover sheet to a LDHS HHS Advisor
4.  Submitting a CASH or CHECK for $30, payable to Lower Dauphin High School please write the applicant’s name in the “memo” or “for…” section of the check to help the society identify the applicant whose name may differ from that of the account holder’s last name. This check is to process the application and will be used to purchase graduation Honor Cords. Returning members (i.e., seniors who joined as juniors) do not pay dues.
5.  Submitting all parts of the application by the last Friday in September or the middle of May to Dr. Chortanoff (library office).
                          
Application Timeline:

Last Friday in September or First Friday in May (sophomores):	Applications due by 2:30 p.m. to Dr. Chortanoff’s room.	 

***$30 CASH or a CHECK must accompany the application and should be should be made payable to Lower Dauphin High School. This fee covers the costs of the HHS, snacks, HHS certificates, the graduation Honor Cords, and/or other HHS insignia.

First Friday in October:	Approximate date of notice to confirm an invitation to 							the induction ceremony. Please respond (confirming/rejecting 						interest) via email or in person with Dr. Chortanoff 

Second Friday in October:	Tentative acceptance/induction to the LDHS HHS. To qualify as 					members, inductees must attend this induction ceremony.

May: 				Similarly high-achieving sophomores are invited to apply. 

Questions/Concerns?		Please contact Dr. Chortanoff (schortanoff@ldsd.org).

























Lower Dauphin High School 
History Honor Society

Application. Part I: Student Data
 	
	 
Name: (Print) LAST_______________________________________FIRST_______________________ 

Grade (Circle):  10 (May only) 		11     		 12

Home Phone:___________________________________ Applicant’s Cell Phone:___________________

E-mail: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


(Please write it in the boxes above. This will help you make it legible.)

Home Address: __________________________________________________________
	   
                          __________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name(s):______________________________________________


*Check with the Counseling Office:
Cumulative GPA: ________/4.000 and ______100%	

AP/DE “History” GPA: _____/4.000 and _____/100%
			

Which AP/Dual Enrollment History courses have you taken or take now?  (Check all that apply.)
	
AP Government
AP US History
AP World History
AP European History
College Course / Dual Enrollment
	
Current Counselor’s Name ______________________________














(Please submit this Part I sheet in your manila folder.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lower Dauphin High School 
History Honor Society

Application. Part II:  Personal Essay


Student Name:_______________________________________Grade Level:________


Essay Prompt
  
Identify an historical event (not a current event!), theme, or pattern that has captured your imagination.  Discuss that event, theme, or pattern and its possible relevance to the modern world or to you.

Develop and TYPE a clear, coherent, and cogent 500-word personal essay that offers the reader both convincing evidence of your historical knowledge, analytical skill, and passion for history.   

Or, you can submit a previous (history class) writing sample.


Please write the following PLEDGE at the end of your essay and submit with the rest of your application.  

“I pledge that to the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the above information in this application is accurate and complete.  In addition, I have cited all sources used in this essay.  I understand that false or misleading information will result in rejection from the LDHS HHS.”  


Student Signature: _____________________________
				    
                                                      		             Date:  __________________________


















(Please submit this Part II sheet and your essay in your manila folder.)
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