L. Russell
Feature Assignment
Falcon Flash
Feature Writing Assignment:
“Finding Significance in the Lives Around You”
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Activity One
1. As a class, make a list of challenging issues faced by teens today.  Next, students anonymously count how many of those issues they themselves have faced. They will make marks on a piece of paper and turn the paper in.  We will then add up all the numbers.  50?  If the number is 50, that means that there are 50 potential feature stories IN THIS ROOM.
But you will not be reading and writing about people in this room. You will be reading compelling stories found by professional feature writers; you will be finding compelling stories on your own and in our community.
Activity Two
2. Split into groups; each group is responsible for reading one of the feature stories below.
Texts:
The American Man at Age Ten by Susan Orlean 
(www.courses.vcu.edu/ENG200-dwc/orlean.htm)
Mrs. Kelly’s Monster by Jon Franklin
(www.jonfranklin.com/Stories/Mrs_Kellys_Monster.html)
Go to Sleep by DeNeen Brown
(www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/09/10/AR2005091001170.html)
Sheltering Sky by Joanna Connors 
(blog.cleveland.com/metro/2009/12/kent_state_professor_trudy_ste.html)
Megacity by George Packer
(www.newyorker.com/archive/2006/11/13/061113fa_fact_packer)
Activity Three: Discussion Questions
3. For each story, students will answer the following questions:
a.      What is the significance of the story?  How does the writer show that the subject’s story is bigger and more important than the experience of one person (or place)?
b.      To what extent does the writer insert him / herself into the narrative?  How does that affect the article’s objectivity?  How does it affect the article’s transparency?
c.      How does the writer veer away from traditional news writing?  Find examples of literary devices (metaphors, similes, imagery, symbolism)
d.      How did the writer report this story?  How many sources were used?  How much time seems to have spent in the reporting process?
e.      Find three particularly powerful quotes.  Infer:  What questions did the reporter ask in order to get these responses? 
Assignment: Writing a Feature
Students will find someone in the school or community with a significant story to tell. After an extensive reporting process, students will tell the story in a 750-word feature story, emphasizing the larger significance of the individual’s experience. Students are required to include narrative, sensory details and other literary devices in their features.

Feature Stories First Draft Due: Wednesday, March 14
Feature Stories Final Draft Due: Friday, March 16
Taken from Josh Davis
Beachwood High School, Beachwood, OH
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