Social Communication Questionnaire
Directions for Use

Purpose:  The purpose of using the SCQ in the LDSD is as a first line screening tool for students suspected of falling on the Autism Spectrum.  

When: The SCQ can be used as part of the pre-referral process if a parent consents to usage and the school/parent team are interested in obtaining more information that might inform a school-based evaluation for special education.  The SCQ can also be used as part of a school-based evaluation for special education to inform the evaluation team as to whether the classification of Autism should be further investigated.  

How: Parents should complete the Lifetime form; teachers should complete the Current form.  Parents and teachers should be made aware of the timelines referenced on the survey, this is especially important for Parents and the Lifetime form (see page 3 of SCQ manual).  

Scoring:  Specific scoring directions are provided in the SCQ manual on page 3, be sure to pay particular attention to the second paragraph under the Scoring subheading.  

Interpretation: Students with scores of 15 or more on the lifetime scale should move to a second level of Autism evaluation unless scores on the Current form suggest little to no evidence of concern in the school setting.  Clinical judgment of the school/parent team is necessary to make this decision.  When further evaluation is warranted, the school/parent team should consult the outline for Autism evaluation.  

Other: School and parent teams should be aware that a score at or above 15 does not mean a student is on the Autism spectrum.  Such a score on the SCQ only indicates the further assessment is warranted.  
