Curriculum Map
Course Title: Earth Science		                      Grade: 9th grade 
	Unit (Name/Number): Plate Tectonics
	Pacing: 5 lessons
Lesson one:  Earth’s Structure – 5 days
Lesson two:  Theory of Continental Drift – 4 days
Lesson three:  Theory of Sea-Floor Spreading – 4 days
Lesson four:  Theory of Plate Tectonics – 6 days
Lesson five:   Plate tectonics on Earth – 4 days 



	Unit Essential Question(s): How has the Earth’s surface changed throughout its history? What caused these changes and what role did it play in macroevolution?

Lesson Essential Question(s):
· How do the layers of Earth play a role in Plate Tectonics?
· What evidence supports Wegener’s theory of the Continental Drift?
· How does Sea-Floor Spreading support the Theory of Plate Tectonics?
· What are the types of plate boundaries and what occurs at each one?
· What is the mechanism that causes the plates to move?




	Content/Key Concepts
	Standards
	Key Vocabulary
	Learning Activities/Resources
	Evidence of Learning
(Assessments; Performance Tasks)



	Structure of Earth
	Earth Science Standard: 3.2, 3.4.10.A
Biology Keystone Anchor: B.3.2, B.3.3
	· lithosphere
· asthenosphere
· crust
· mantle
· core
	Earth’s Interior Activity 
	Formative Assessment
Summative Assessment



	Theory of Continental Drift
	Earth Science Standard: 3.2, 3.4.10.A
Biology Keystone Anchor: B.3.2, B.3.3
	· continental drift
· Pangaea
· macroevolution
· migration
· fossils
	Far Flung Fossil Lab
Jig-Saw activity of Evidence
	Lab
Summative Assessment



	Theory of 
Sea-Floor Spreading
	Earth Science Standard: 3.2.10.C, 3.4.10.A
	· mid-ocean ridge
· sea-floor spreading
· ocean trenches
· subduction zone
· rift valley
· plate tectonics
· paleomagnetism
· normal polarity
· reverse polarity
· plates
	Paleo-magnetism Lab
Modern Evidence Activity 
	Lab 
Summative Assessment



	Plate Boundaries 
	Earth Science Standard: 3.2.10.C, 3.4.10.A
	· continental volcanic arc
· volcanic island arc
· hotspot
· convection current
· divergent boundary
· convergent boundary
· transform fault boundary
	Graphic organizer of plate boundaries
Google Earth Activity 
	Summative Assessment
Google Earth Project 



	Cause of Plate Movement 
	Earth Science Standard: 3.2.10.C, 3.4.10.A
	· Convection Currents
· Ridge-Push
· Slab-Pull
	Convection demo
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Summative  Assessment



