Curriculum Map
Course Title: AP Psychology		                      Grade: 11 & 12
	Unit (Name/Number): Biological Bases of Behavior
	Pacing: 7 Lessons, 12 Class Periods



	Essential Question(s):   Why is knowing about neural communication important?; Why is it important for the brain to be plastic and regenerative?




	Content/Key Concepts
	Standards
	Key Vocabulary
	Learning Activities/Resources
	Evidence of Learning
(Assessments; Performance Tasks)



	Neural Communication
	College Board
	· Neuron, dendrite, axon, myelin sheath, action potential, refractory period, threshold, all-or-none, synapse, neurotransmitter, reuptake, endorphins, agonists, antagonists
	PowerPoint Presentation, Discussion, Mini-Experiment – “Left/Right Brain” Experiment, Textbook, Crash Course Videos, Strive for a 5 Workbook
	Unit Test, AP Test, APA Experiment, Build a Brain Activity



	Nervous System
	College Board
	· Central NS, peripheral NS, nerves, sensory neurons, motor neurons, interneurons, somatic, autonomic, sympathetic, parasympathetic, reflexes, fight-or-flight response
	PowerPoint Presentation, Discussion, Mini-Experiment – “Left/Right Brain” Experiment, Textbook, Crash Course Videos, Strive for a 5 Workbook
	Unit Test, AP Test, APA Experiment, Build a Brain Activity



	Endocrine System
	College Board
	· Hormones, adrenal glands, pituitary gland, 
	PowerPoint Presentation, Discussion, Mini-Experiment – “Left/Right Brain” Experiment, Textbook, Crash Course Videos, Strive for a 5 Workbook
	Unit Test, AP Test, APA Experiment, Build a Brain Activity



	Divided Brain
	College Board
	· EEG, CT Scan, PET Scan, MRI, brainstem, medulla, thalamus, reticular formation, cerebellum, limbic system, amygdala, hypothalamus, lobes, cortex, plasticity, neurogenesis
	PowerPoint Presentation, Discussion, Mini-Experiment – “Left/Right Brain” Experiment, Textbook, Crash Course Videos, Strive for a 5 Workbook
	Unit Test, AP Test, APA Experiment, Build a Brain Activity



	Genetics
	College Board
	· Behavior geneticists, chromosomes, DNA, genes, genome, twins, 
	PowerPoint Presentation, Discussion, Mini-Experiment – “Left/Right Brain” Experiment, Textbook, Crash Course Videos, Strive for a 5 Workbook
	Unit Test, AP Test, APA Experiment, Build a Brain Activity

	Evolutionary Perspective
	College Board
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mutations, nature v. nurture
	PowerPoint Presentation, Discussion, Mini-Experiment – “Left/Right Brain” Experiment, Textbook, Crash Course Videos, Strive for a 5 Workbook
	Unit Test, AP Test, APA Experiment, Build a Brain Activity




