Curriculum Map
Course Title: General Music		                      Grade: 7th/8th 
	Unit (Name/Number): People determine the meaning that music has.
	Pacing: 40 days (spaced out over the course as the topic arises)



	Essential Question(s):    How does people determine what music means?




	Content/Key Concepts
	Standards
	Key Vocabulary
	Learning Activities/Resources
	Evidence of Learning
(Assessments; Performance Tasks)



	Who are the people involved in determining the meaning of a piece of music?
	9.3.A, 9.3.B, 9.4.A, 9.4.B
	· Performer
· Composer
· Listener
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher chooses a piece(s) of music for study.  Examine the song from the perspective of the Composer. (This may require you to examine both the Lyricist AND the Composer if they are not the same person.) What might the composer have meant when they wrote the piece?  You will need to research the composer, the historical context, and examine the lyrics to gain this insight.

Find a recording of the piece of music.  Examine the song from the perspective of the Performer. Hypothesize why they might have chosen to record this song? What might it say about them as a band or as a person? More biographical research will be needed.

Examine the piece of music from your personal perspective. What does it say to you with its lyrics and its sound?  What emotions does it make you feel?  What does it make you think about from your life?

	Retelling
Presentation
Explanation



	How do I determine what a composer meant by a composition?
	9.3.A, 9.3.B, 9.4.B
	
	Imagine the three people (Composer, Performer, Listener) sitting down to discuss the piece of music. Write a dialogue that shows all three talking about what the piece of music means.  Each character should offer ideas AND react to what the other two say. 

	Dramatic interpretation option
Presentation
Written and oral responses
Class discussion



	Is the meaning the same 
for each person?
	9.2.D, 9.2.J, 9.2.I 9.3.A, 9.3.B, 9.4.A, 9.4.B, 9.4.C
	· meaning
	Guided discussion is directed to allow student viewpoints and connections to be safely shared. Students consider how the different viewpoints all have meaning. 
	Class discussion
Aesthetic responses



	What happens when one Person (from the Meaning Triangle) tries to develop meaning without considering the viewpoints of Composer and Performer?
	9.3.D, 9.4.A, 9.4.B, 9.4.C
	
	Propose a hypothetical reaction to a piece of music that is not supported by lyric or contextual analysis. Predict how the others would react to the outlier. 
	Hypothesis
Dramatic opportunity
Written and oral responses



	What responsibility do I have as the Listener in determining a piece’s meaning?
	9.3.A, 9.3.B, 9.4.B, 9.4.C
	
	Identify what you feel the listener is responsible for knowing and/or understanding BEFORE they sit down that that imaginary conversation.  Are there things that the listener should be expected to do before they offer their ideas?

	Persuasive communication




	What else affects the meaning of a piece of music?
	9.2.A, 9.2.C, 9.2.D, 9.2.E, 9.2.J, 9.3.D,  9.4.A, 9.4.B, 9.4.C
	· events
· new meaning
· spaces
	Propose an imaginary “event” (either local or global) that would dramatically influence the conversation from Step 4.  How would this event change the meaning discussion that Composer, Performer, and Listener have together?

Propose a special place in which this piece would be performed. How would this new place change that conversation again?

	Compare and contrast
Symbolism




