Curriculum Map
Course Title: General Music		                      Grade: 7th/8th 
	Unit (Name/Number): How do musical styles communicate a story of humanity?
	Pacing: 30 days (spaced throughout the course as topics arise)



	Essential Question(s):    How do musical styles communicate the Story of Humanity?




	Content/Key Concepts
	Standards
	Key Vocabulary
	Learning Activities/Resources
	Evidence of Learning
(Assessments; Performance Tasks)



	What is musical style?
What are some common musical styles? 
	9.1.A
9.2.L
	· styles
	Begin with a chosen musical style. Guide research and learning activities to examine the style and identify how the principles of Expression, Phrasing, Tempo, Emphasis, Tone Color, Melody, and Dynamics function in that style. 

	Class discussion
Class performance




	What musical styles are common in my culture? 
	9.2.K
	· Jazz
· Blues
· Rock
· Country
· Bluegrass
· Folk
	Perform or compose a piece of music in that style on an instrument (options for student choice). Questions to answer: What did you have to do to achieve the style? How is it different from other styles you have performed?

	Class discussion



	How do the principles of Expression, Phrasing, Tempo, Emphasis, Tone color, Melody, and Dynamics function in determining Style?
	9.2.L
9.1.A
9.1.B
	· expression
· phrasing
· tempo
· emphasis
· tone color
· melody
· dynamics
	Consider what you can hypothesize about the people that regularly play in this style or the people that originated this style.  How does this add to your understanding of what it means to be “human”? 

	Speed Note test



	How do I listen for these principles at work in a piece of music?
	
	
	Recorded examples and playlists
	Classroom listening examples




	How do I compose music that has these principles?
	9.1.B
	
	Musical examples
iMac computer lab
	Composition project



	How do these principles work together to create a certain style of music?
	9.1.A
9.3.A
	· style
	Musical examples
iMac computer lab
	Composition project



	What do certain musical styles teach us about the people that performed them?
	
	
	Cultural resources
Geographical resources
	Class discussion
Personal reflection



	How do I determine the style of a piece of music?
	9.1.A
	· style
	Listening examples
	Compare and contrast




	What is the role of improvisation in various musical styles?
	9.1.A
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	What role, if any, is there for a performer to improvise in this style?  How does a performer make a piece “their own” or is there no room for interpretation in this style?

	Classroom and individual improvisation activities




