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JAMESTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2023-24 Foundation Aid Plan

The 2021-2022 enacted state budget included language stating, that for the 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24 school years, each school district receiving a Foundation Aid increase of more than 10% or $10,000,000 in any given school year must post a plan of how the funds will be used to address student performance and need. 

As part of the 2023-24 state aid proposal, Jamestown Public Schools has been allocated an increase of $9,459,295 in Foundation Aid as a result of the 2023-24 portion of the phased-in restoration. 

WHAT IS FOUNDATION AID?
Foundation aid is New York States’ primary funding source for schools and is the largest unrestricted aid category supporting public schools. Since its creation in 2006, Foundation Aid has been underfunded and has not provided districts with appropriate funding through the formula created to distribute it. Rather, it had been frozen and not received by districts, or it had been slightly incremented over the past several decades making it difficult for high-needs districts to maintain programs. In the 2021-22 school year, lawmakers agreed to full restore Foundation Aid over a three year phase in

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR JAMESTOWN?
The $9,459,295 increase is Foundation Aid will help to right-size our revenue to cover actual costs. Over the past several decades, District programs and operations have ebbed and flowed in times that Foundation Aid had increased, or had been frozen. The full phase-in of Foundation Aid will allow JPS to increase and maintain our programs and supports for students. 

Jamestown Public Schools will:
· Establish Student Support Centers to Address Literacy and Math Needs ($1,812,000)
· As a part of the 2023-24 budget, the District will create 1 Math Teacher, 1 ELA Teacher and 2 Paraprofessionals at JHS, Persell MS, Washington MS and Jefferson Middle School for student support centers.
· At each Elementary school, the District will create 2 teaching positions at each building to provide additional reading support
· Address Learning Loss ($820,000)
· As a part of the 2022-23 Budget, the District created 5 AIS teachers to address learning loss
· As a part of the 2022-23 Budget, the District created 5 Reading teachers to address learning loss
· Provide Access to a School Based Health Center ($75,000)
· As a part of the 2023-24 budget, the District will be renovating a space at Washington MS for the Nurses Office to allow for the opening of a School Based Health Center 
· Address Infrastructure Needs in Buildings ($1,200,000)
· As a part of the 2023-24 budget, the District will be upgrading the heating system at Persell MS to keep students and staff warm and safe
· Provide Access to Supports for Student Social Emotional Needs ($1,418,000)
· As a part of the 2022-23 budget, the District created 15 Paraprofessional positions who are trained to assist with Social Emotional needs for students
· As a part of the 2022-23, and 2023-24 Budget, the District is creating 6 Social Worker positions 
· As a part of the 2022-23 budget, the District created 2 additional school counselor positions
· As a part of the 2022-23 budget, the District create 2 additional School Navigator Positions
· Address Annual and Inflationary Increases ($1,300,000)
· During the 2023-24 budget season, the District is seeing increases in the cost of purchasing buses, health insurance increased, inflation to fund materials and supplies, and contractual salary increases.
· Provide Supports for Other Needs District Wide ($602,000)
· As a part of the 2023-24 budget, the district will create an additional elementary position at Fletcher due to enrollment numbers to promote small class size
· As a part of the 2023-24 budget, the District will create an Assistant Principal position at Fletcher Elementary because it is the second largest school in the district
· The district will replace “Red Raider” throughout the District
· As a part of the 2023-24 budget, the District will resurface and address drainage at the Tracks at Persell MS and Washington MS 
· Continue Operations and Programming District Wide ($2,157,295)
· The District will continue to fund equipment replacement programs district wide for buildings and grounds, transportation athletics, technology, and classroom equipment.
· The District will continue to support 2 School Resource Officers through the Jamestown Police Department
· The District will continue to partner with community based organizations to provide additional supports such as tutoring for JPS students
· The District will continue to provide opportunities for field trips and other enrichment activities 
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