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Did you know…that there is a Green Cleaning Law for public schools in CT and that law limits the use of fragranced products in the schools? Did you also know that fragrances can cause allergic responses and trigger asthmatic symptoms in some individuals?

Products without fragrances are better for the environment in general, and individuals with a sensitivity, in particular. Any label that says fragrance or perfume usually has dozens or more chemicals that make the scent. Therefore, teachers and staff are asked to minimize or refrain from the use of personal care products that contain fragrances, such as perfumes, hand lotions, hair spray, etc. There may be isolated situations where a staff member or student will be asked to discontinue the use of a product due to its fragrance affecting the inhabitants of the room.

Air deodorant products and air fresheners, including “plug-ins,” and solid and spray deodorizers negatively affect indoor air quality (IAQ) by adding chemicals and odors into the ambient air. Therefore, these products are not permitted in any school building or office except as determined necessary and provided by the facilities department for use during non-occupied times. The hand soap in bathrooms and classrooms with sinks and the hand sanitizer provided by the district are fragrance free.

All products used in Westport Public Schools are low odor, fragrance free or as odorless as possible because of the potential allergic reaction they may elicit in students or staff. When selecting products to purchase, it is best to choose low VOC (volatile organic compounds), low odor or fragrance-free options for various products including: Markers, pens, pencils, scratch stickers, glues, spray adhesives, paint, etc.

Please see the most up to date IAQ Control and Improvement Procedures (January 2024, pages 4-5) for further details. The procedures are available on the district website at www.westportps.org under District – Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)/Tools for Schools (TFS) or in the TFS Binder at your school.

