School Safety 2.0: Resources and Best Practices for a Post-Claire Davis World

SB15-213 The Claire Davis Act

Limited Waiver of Governmental Immunity for Claims involving Public Schools for Injuries Resulting from Incidents of School Violence: 


•School can be liable if fails to exercise “reasonable care” in protecting students, faculty or 
staff from reasonably foreseeable acts of violence while engaged in school activities. 



Per insurance representative: “Doing nothing” or having no policy in place could 


constitute negligence


•Includes murder, first degree assault and felony sexual assault 



First degree assault is the most serious form of assault, and is generally committed by a 


physical assault on another person in which the defendant caused or intended to cause serious 


bodily injury, or used a deadly weapon.



Almost all sexual assault is considered a felony.



Includes between students, staff members or any other persons.


•Individuals only liable if willful & wanton acts 


•Awards up to $350,000/individual with a limit of $990,000 per incident 

Insurance standpoint: Financially, existing policies are adequate. Your best defense is observing best practices. 

· Address your violence prevention policy in your handbook. 




See Jeffco Handbook p 13, Student Safety 

· Enforce background checks (federal in addition to state) for volunteers, especially “in-building” volunteers

· Adequate sign in procedures

· Review the Safe Schools Act and be sure to have all pieces in place. http://cdpsdocs.state.co.us/safeschools/CSSRC%20Documents/SafeSchoolsActCSSRCRecommendations616.pdf
1. includes School Safety team and plan, trainings, threat assessments (facility and people)

2. Specific policy for bullying prevention

3. Sexual abuse and assault prevention plan, Director of CSSRC said she sees this area as being a potential weakness for schools. We are unprepared compared to the awareness that has been generated by school shootings.

· Keep copies of all training materials, sign-in/out sheets, certificates of attendance and bios of any trainers that you use

