2018 Lincoln Academy Parent Survey Summary

2018: 320 responses, 2017: 359.  Response rate was down slightly.

SAC noted concerns about the release date of the survey being different from when the notice was sent home with the Homework Coupon.

Strengths

· 94.19% of respondents are satisfied with Lincoln Academy all or most of the time.  This is down slightly from 94.7% last year/

· 94.34% of respondents stated that their child is having a positive academic experience at Lincoln Academy.  (This is statistically the same as the 94% last year.)

· 94.75% of respondents feel that Lincoln Academy makes students’ safety a priority (down from 96% last year) with several comments about recent external situations and the Jeffco bomb threat.

· 97.17% of respondents feel that school staff has high expectations for their students. (statistically the same as last year.)

· Comments regarding alumni students state they have been very well prepared for high school by Lincoln Academy.  Overall, students were noted as transitioning easily to Honors classes.

· The New Lincoln Loop is said to be easier to use by 68% of respondents. However, 28% of respondents said they read less of it now compared to 26% who read more.

· The pavement was not an issue this year!

· Our administration, teachers, and staff, especially front office staff and DSS, received many comments regarding their friendliness and genuine personal care for students. Ms. MC is called out frequently as an important asset to our students.

· 96% of respondents are satisfied with the Middle School Sports program.  This is up from 88% last year.  

Observations (Things That Make You Go “Hmm…”)

· Respondents gave positive feedback regarding  the use of Rotations in 4th and 5th grade, noting that it prepares them for Middle School and allows teachers to focus on their subject. Concerns were voiced however regarding student organization; the use of desks and protecting personal belongings; and communication between teachers, parents, and students in light of rotations versus communicating with only one teacher for all classes. Lack of availability of all teachers during conferences was noted. 

· Middle School Think Through Math

· 68% (64% in 2017) of respondents feel that Think Through Math has impacted their student’s learning in a positive way.  

· 23% (17% in 2017) feel that it has not impacted their student’s learning in a positive way.

· 9% (18% in 2017) don’t know what Think Through Math is.

Opportunities for Improvement

· Many comments and frustrations about the presence of trash and belongings all over the property.

· Many comments about traffic problems and particularly safety during drop off and pick up.

· Although the majority of families who commented noted that the New Family Mentor Program met or exceeded their expectations, there were quite few comments that tell us we could use more participation from existing families to make this a valuable experience for new families. Some families were missed and others thought the volunteers fell short. SAC members suggested the possibility of an October check in with New Families.

· Our families love the after school activities offered, but communication regarding availability and schedules is an opportunity for improvement.

· 20% of respondents said they don't know how to communicate with the Board.  (This is up 3% compared to last year.) 

· 9.36% of respondents do not know how to log their volunteer hours.  This is statistically similar to last year's 10%.  Concern was noted by some parents that it is impossible for them to volunteer due to work schedules or being single parents. Suggestions included time credit for the value of items purchased. SAC members suggested asking teachers to include the Volunteer Log link on their class web pages.

· More communication regarding Dress Code, still.

· Becky Furst, member of SAC, suggested a periodic Parent Seminar focusing on Saxon Math. She offered to lead this effort.

