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Important Information about the FSA ID
· You will need an FSA ID even if you already have a federal PIN. 
· You will need to create a user ID that is valid and not already in use by someone else.  The username must be from 6 to 30 characters long and can be any combination of numbers and/or uppercase and lowercase letters. 
· You will also need to make a valid password, which must be between 8 and 30 characters and must include at least three of the following:  a number, an uppercase letter, a lowercase letter, and a special character.
· Parents and students cannot use the same e-mail address. 
· You will need to create 5 security questions/answers.  
· Confirming your e-mail address (step 6, below) will enable you to use your e-mail address as your user ID.  

How to create an FSA ID
1. Go to http://fsaid.ed.gov
2. Create a username and password, and enter your e-mail address.
3. Enter your name, date of birth, Social Security number, contact information, and challenge questions and answers.
4. If you have a Federal Student Aid PIN, you will be able to enter it and link it to your FSA ID.  You can still create an FSA ID if you have forgotten or do not have a PIN.
5. Review your information, and read and accept the terms and conditions.
6. The final step in creating an FSA ID is to confirm your e-mail address.  This is not mandatory, however.  You’ll be sent a secure code to the e-mail address you entered when you created your FSA ID.  Once you retrieve the code from your e-mail account and enter it – to confirm your e-mail address is valid – you’ll be able to use this e-mail address instead of your username to log in to the five ED websites, making the log-in process even simpler!

After your FSA ID is created
· You can use your FSA ID to sign a FAFSA right away, even if your e-mail address is not verified.  
· Once the Social Security Administration verifies your information in one to three days, or if you have linked your PIN to your FSA ID, you will be able to use your FSA ID on other federal sites, such as studentloans.gov.   For help, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid.
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