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    The word "speech" refers to the physical act or motor movements needed for producing sounds which are then sequenced into words, phrases, and sentences.  We use our various speech muscles in coordination (i.e. the tongue, cheeks, lips, and vocal cords) to produce these movements.  Clear speech depends on orchestrating these fine motor movements in coordination with each other and proper breathing techniques.  When individuals demonstrate difficulty with any of the motor movements necessary for speech; then this could indicate a possible disorder.  
    Speech disorders can be grouped into different categories.  These include articulation disorders, fluency and/or stuttering, plus voice problems.  A child that is diagnosed with any of these problems may get classified under the category, "Eligible for Speech/Language Services" provided that there is an educational impact in the classroom environment.    
	Categories of Speech Disorders (range from mild to severe)

	Articulation 
 
	Incorrect production of specific speech sounds which can include: omission of sounds; substitution of sounds; and distortions of sounds.  

	Fluency/Stuttering 
 
	Difficulty with speech initiation or timing of speech production which can include behaviors such as: repetitions of sounds, prolongations, or sound blockages.  Additionally, this can be paired with secondary behavioral actions.   

	Voice 
 
	Difficulty with various of parameters of voice including: quality (i.e. hoarseness, breathiness), resonance (i.e. hypernasality, hyponasality), volume (i.e. intensity), frequency (i.e. pitch).   


Language Disorders
    The term "language" refers to the understanding and use of the child's natural language.  This includes learning and using appropriate vocabulary, grammar or syntax, pragmatics, semantics,  morphology, and overall verbal expression.  If a child is having difficulty using oral and/or written structures of language or having problems with receptive understanding of various aspects of language such as following directions, processing, and comprehension, that child may benefit from a language evaluation.  A referral for a language evaluation is processed by the Tenafly Child Study Team who calls in your building Speech/Language Pathologist to conduct that evaluation along with any others that are needed.  If the evaluations find that the child has a language disorder, he/she may be classified and found eligible for language therapy as a "related service" provided that there is an educational impact in the classroom environment.      
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