Orchestra Vocabulary List
and Key Signatures/Time Signatures
Terms: 
1. Tempo - the rate or speed of the beat of the music 
2. Dynamics - the loudness or softness of music, as determined by the performers
3. Volume - the loudness or softness of the music, as determined by the listeners  
4. Beat - the basic or underlying pulse of the music. 
5. Meter - the basic beat or time of a piece of music or song.  Grouped in 2, 3, 4, or 6. 
6. Rhythm - the pattern of beats in the music
7. Form - the shape of the music 
8. Phrase - a musical sentence 
9. Cadence - a sequence of chords that brings an end to a phrase.
10. Key signature - the group of sharps or flats that appear at the beginning of each line that tells the key of the piece
11. Time signature - a sign at the beginning of the piece that indicates the meter of the piece. Can change throughout.
12. Timbre - the quality of a sound
13. Allegro - fast, lively 
14. Andante - a slow walking tempo 
15. Adagio - very slow 
16. Moderato - a moderate tempo 
17. Largo - very, very slow 
18. Vivace - very fast, jogging tempo
19. Presto - very fast 
20. Vivo - lively, spirited
21. Piano - soft (abbreviated as p) 
22. Forte - loud (f) 
23. Mezzo-forte - medium loud (mf) 
24. Mezzo-piano - medium soft (mp) 
25. Pianissimo - very soft (pp) 
26. Fortissimo - very loud (ff) 
27. Sforzando - a sudden, strong accent (sf or sfz)
28. Sharp - raises a note by a half step
29. Flat - lowers a note by a half step
30. Natural - cancels out a sharp or flat
31. Arco - play with the bow
32. Pizzicato - pluck the string with the finger
33. Dolce - sweetly
34. Tutti - all
35. Accidental - a sharp, flat, or natural that appears next to a note that temporarily changes it. Lasts the entire measure.
36. D.C. al fine - “da capo al fine” – means to go back to the beginning of the piece and then play until you see the word “fine” (finish)
37. D.S. al fine - “dal segno al fine” – means to go back to the symbol and play until you see the word “fine”
38. Caesura - a sudden pause or break in the music. Indicated with two parallel lines
39. Col legno - playing with the wood part of the bow instead of the hair
40. Orchestra - a large group of musicians made up of string, woodwind, brass, and percussion players. 
41. Common time - another name for 4/4 time signature
42. Cut time - another name for 2/2 time signature 
43. Crescendo - gradually getting louder (abbreviated as cresc.)
44. Decrescendo - gradually getting softer (abbreviated as decresc.)
45. Ritardando - gradually getting slower (abbreviated as rit.) 
46. Accelerando - gradually getting faster (abbreviated as accel.) 
47. Scale - a sequence of notes played in ascending or descending order
48. Chord - a group of (usually three or more) notes played at the same time 
49. Arpeggio - the notes of a chord played in succession, either ascending or descending
50. Concerto - an extended composition for orchestra with a soloist 
51. Symphony - an extended composition for orchestra, composed mainly from 1750-1920.  It is usually divided into four separate movements 
52. Slur - a curved line that indicates the notes should be played in the same bow direction
53. Staccato - short, detached bow stroke. Play with a crisp, stopped bow. Indicated by a dot over or under the note
54. Spiccato - a staccato bowing style where the bow bounces off the string, usually near the balance point of the bow
55. Legato - smooth, connected bow stroke. Indicated by a line over or under the note.
56. Marcato - accented, stressed, heavy bow stroke. Literally means “marked.”
57. Portato - a legato bow stroke that gives a slight separation or pulse between connected notes of a slur. Indicated with a line over or under the note and a slur/hook line as well.
58. Rubato - a free tempo, up to the performer.  You can “give and take” from the tempo.  Literally means “robbed.”
59. Détaché - a bowing that is a combination of legato and staccato; slightly separated, but not crisp. “Regular, average, every-day bowing.”
60. Hook - notes played in the same bow direction, but separated and staccato
61. Trill - an ornament in which you play the note and the note above it rapidly, slurred 
62. Tremolo - “trembling” – shaking the bow at the tip
63. Mordent - an ornament in which you play the note, the note above it, and the note again
64. Molto - very
65. Assai - very, extremely
66. A tempo - return to the original tempo (usually follows ritardando or accelerando)
67. Vibrato - a rapid, slight changing of the pitch, higher and lower. 
68. Tenuto - to hold a note for its full value (give it “time”)
69. Sul - on the
70. Sul ponticello - play on or near the bridge
71. Sul tasto - play on the fingerboard 
72. Con - with
73. Con sordino - play with a mute
74. Senza - without
75. Senza sordino - play without a mute
76. Poco a poco - little by little
77. Octave - eight notes, or, eight notes apart
78. Fermata - a hold or pause sign that indicates a note should be held longer than its full duration
79. Double stop - two notes played at one time on different strings
80. [bookmark: _GoBack]Cantabile - singing
81. Interval - the distance between two notes








Time Periods of Classical Music:
1. Middle Ages: 476-1400
2. Renaissance: 1400-1600
3. Baroque: 1600-1750
4. Classical: 1750-1820
5. Romantic: 1820-1910
6. Modern: 1910 - present


Key Signatures: 

C Major: Nothing

G Major: F#

D Major: F#, C#

A Major: F#, C#, G#

E Major: F#, C#, G#, D#

F Major: Bb

Bb Major: Bb, Eb

Eb Major: Bb, Eb, Ab

Ab Major: Bb, Eb, Ab, Db



Order of Sharps: F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#, B# (Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battle) 

Order of Flats: Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb, Fb (Battle Ends And Down Goes Charles’ Father)




Time Signatures:

Top number = number of beats per measure
Bottom number = what type of note gets the beat

Example: 4    There are 4 (top number) quarter note beats (bottom number) per measure.
	    4
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Example: 	  There are 2 (top number) half note beats (bottom number) per measure.
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