

Dear Parents and Students,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome!  I am pleased to have your student in my class whether we are virtual or live in school.  This year will be an exciting year in Social Studies where students will examine the historical development of our own country, the United States. It is my hope that students will exceed my expectations and develop a love of history they never knew was possible.  Below you will find some general information that will be helpful to both of you in the upcoming school year.  
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United States History Units of Curriculum
  Roots of U.S. History			  The Era of Expansion           
  The Revolutionary Era 			  The Civil War Era
  The Early Republic

What supplies do I prefer for this class?
· 1 5-inch spiral notebook OR 1 inch binder with paper
· 1 folder labeled with name and subject for homework/handouts
· blue/black pens OR pencils
· Colored pencils
· Headphones

What are the RULES or STUDENT EXPECTATIONS?
	The rules in this class are to promote a safe, fun, and informative learning environment. 
1. Respect is vital:  “Take care of yourself, take care of each other, take care of this place”.
2. Always come to class prepared with your notebook, homework, and something to write with.  Be on time!
3. Be prepared for participation, and always raise your hand.
4. Responsibility – Be responsible for your actions.  Make good choices because actions have consequences.
Rewards:  i.e. praise, positive contact home, free homework pass.
Consequences:  detentions, conference, parent contact, administration contact, class removal
	
How will I be graded?
Performance on Tests/Projects		  50%
Performance on Quizzes/Writing                     25%
Homework/Classwork/Participation              	  25%
**All assessments will be posted on Parent/Student Portal one or two days after the assessment is given back to the students.  Please check the Portal frequently for updated progress.  Please note that the Portal is only a snapshot of your student’s progress.

Academic Integrity
Any form of plagiarism or cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  If a student is caught cheating or plagiarizing, we will follow TMS Honor Code found in the student planner.  In today’s society, it is important for students to know it is not okay to copy and paste from the Internet or from another student’s work.  This rules applies not only to tests/quizzes and projects, but also to homework as well.




What if I’m absent?
You are encouraged, when absent, to check my website for assignments, contact a friend, or email me. You are expected to make up any missing work in a reasonable amount of time.  The responsibility of the makeup of your work lies with the student. If you know you are going to be absent in advance for any reason, please let me know so I can give you work assignments ahead of time.

Extra Help?
Be sure to review your notes and homework daily to be successful.  If you are having problems with any assignment please let me know.  Remember, that if you are coming for extra help, you should have questions ready to ask.  Please email me to set up a time to meet.

High School Placement
Your placement next year in Social Studies is based on two factors.  The first factor is my recommendation.  I will take a look at your skills and knowledge throughout the first two marking periods.  The second factor is your grade for the first semester.  You must have an A- or above average the first two marking periods in order to be in the Honors program.  In January/February, I will meet with every student individually to discuss my recommendations. Hopefully, by this time students will also have had discussions with their parents.  In addition, there will be several meetings with high school staff as well as the Guidance Department throughout the school year.

I am looking forward to a very positive and productive school year!  I have high expectations and standards that I know each of my students can achieve with the right attitude and determination. If you have any questions or need to speak to me regarding any matter, please feel free email me at kkristan@tenafly.k12.nj.us.
		
Thank You in Advance for Your Support, 
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Mrs. Kristan



Cut and return to Mrs. Kristan
I HAVE READ MRS. KRISTAN’S CLASSROOM RULES AND GENERAL INFORMATION AND I ACCEPT THESE RESPONSIILITIES.

Student: __________________________	Date: _____________________

Parent:   __________________________	Date: _____________________
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